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“ES cpenins of the Jackson, Mississippi Fielis Tifice, the followe 
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The Jackson, Mississirpi Field Division wiil comprice the entire State f 
ef Mississinni. Pozi=ning May 1, 1941 you should route reoorts and Cata per- 
Lainin:: to this csse accerdine to the reallocation or territory. 
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Address Reply to 
"The Attorney @encral" ’ 3 a -- 
and Refer to ey ERE SO allie 
Initials and Number DEPARTLENT OF JUSTICE 
vasrington, u.C. 


Aoril 23, 1941. 


MEMORANDUM FOR ER. J. EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICH. 


“Tationel Nesro Conrress, 


‘.e@ would appreciate your forwarding te this Unit any 

information you may have in your files, relative to the above-. . 
named organizations, all of which may possibly cone within the*”.~-. 
purview of Public No. 870, 76th Congress and were, except for- + : 
the last three, mentioned in your memorandum of November 29, 1941. 


ye are particularly interested in obtaining bhe following infor 
mation as to each: 


1. The existing and proposed aims an: purposes of the 
organization: 


ae =~ Does it advocate the establishment of some other 
form of governnent in the Unitei States? 


LL INFORIAA bius CONTAINED. - Does it: advocate the control me Sree or over= 
TI AED sede o* = Postel mbtivaatontereplh 
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c. ~ Is one of its purfoses vhe ported is Oe ae 

trol, conduct, seizure, or overthrow of @.Jore Wet @ 
government or a subdivision thereof, by em i RE Pinvesia : 
of force or violence or by thre-ts of subh’ 14 1941 


2. The means by which these aims an“ perpodas: & $ a. ee . 
attained, or are to be attained. 
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3. Whether or not the members. of the organization: ‘. 


“eeive instruction in the use:of firearms or other weapons cera 
substitutes therefor, or military or naval scienc?, ~ 


4. Whether or not the members of the organization engage 
in any military or naval maneuvers or activities or drill or 
in a military or naval character (either with or without arms). 


5. Whether the organization solicits or accepts*finandial i! 
contributions, loans or support of any kind, directly or indirectly, < as. 
from, or is affiliated, directly or indirectly, with, ‘a foreign- ete re 
government or a political subdivision thereof, cr any agent or in 
strumentality of a foreign government or political subdivision theres“ . 


of, or of a political party, a foreign country, or an international . 
political organization. 


6. Whether any of its policies are determined by or at 
suggestion of, or in collaboration with, a foreign government or po 
itical subdivision thereof, or an agent or instrumsntality of .a*fo 
eign country, or an international political organization, . -' = 


Such data should be included as may be “va‘lable with refer 
ence to the following: 


l. Identity of leaders and members. 


2- Copies of constitution, saeaiataaiad - 
laws and resolutions. ee, ne: 


36 Identification of aneete ant liebilities,. 


ML Identification of materials and ve) vices 
accepted and usei together with tJie scurces 
thereof. (Movies, news services, etc.). 


Identification of persons reached ry the 
organization or to whom it aims tr appeal, 


Samples of newspapers, pamphlets, reriodica’s, 
and other printed material emanat.inre from tle 
organization and the identificat’cr of the 
sources of such material, i.e., vhere the 
organization pre-vred the materi.l cr contents. 


Reports or oral statements of meribers of the 


organization, at meetings » on radio, end 
elsewhere. 
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Complete ‘Qinestithen of moties (news reels; p 
shorts, features) shown or distributed by the 


organization, or report as to where they may be 
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9. Symbols used by the ager eer such as flags, 
ys: emblems , a ) uf Me PEK ores 
‘ge a 
At this time we do ‘one denive all investigation of any 
of the foregoing organizations. ‘Je wou.) like first to study the 


data which is now available in the files ci the Bureau, 


.<) Lawrence M. C. Saith Ry Ree 
ass ‘Chief, Special Defense Unit:’ 3 - 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS |. y, TNIBRUAL SECURITY <p: or 5 | 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


() 


lpm 


attempted to organize looal group of 
National} Negro Congress at Champaign and Urbana, 
Illinois in 1956, but same disbanded in ebout three 
months because of laok of interest. Investigation at 
Springfield, Peoria, East Peoria, Tazewell Comty ~~ gat se 
and Decatur, Illinois disclosed that instant orgeniza- ” | 
tion is wmknowm in these cities. eer + mg a Ce 


' ReVele 
b7€ 
Report of Special Agent CD One), hebraske. 
dated January 9, 1940. 
Report of Special scout QED sprizcriena, 
Illinois, dated February 6, os ‘eee 


At Springfield, Illinois 


Springfie 
‘DAVIs, National Seoretary of the National 
Negro Conzréss, called a meeting in February 1°36 at 
the Eighth Regiment Armory in Chicago, Illinois, whioh 
meeting he attended; that the objeot of.the sane was to 
combine all Negro organizetions under one g»neral head; 
that the aim was betterment for the oolored race. He 
stated that the notice of this meeting apporred in all 
Nesro newspapers and ba acne t that she received a 
aii a : yo not as a _ 


APPROVED AND an ; wa IN THESE SPACES 
FORWARDED: 3 
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; foe 9S Pera . 
representative of any partioular groupe :.He stated that people at~-97' 4% i oe 
tended from all sections of the country and told of the problems 7;.°°\" s/s 
_° whieh’ the Negroes face; that there were representatives fran labor, 
tte “share croppers and several other organizations. He did not consider 

this meeting a meeting of Commmistio interest and after attending 
same he returned to Champaign, Illinois, 


[Ok an ¢ Vo part in organizing a local prow: 


‘472 


» but the oy vieip a ~s 
008: Dame aencnemme syed BUUUL three months as there was not’ enough Pee OF 
interost manifested by the members of the local gr and also m- een ee. » 
account of lack of leadership, it was disbanded. ther 
stated that no charter was ever issued to then; 


9 cbject of 
the local was for the betterment of Negroes in that comunity and 


that the local was composed of members fran the Negro churches 

and different Nerro organizations in Champaign and Urbane, Illinois; 
that beyond holding mass meetings and election of officers, local 
efforts did not materialize and as far as he knew none of those M4 
interested were members of the Communist Partye He also stated that . 
since disbandment of this local, he has never heard of any Other. 
local being organized in this seotion of Illinois. ° ea a 
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Springfield, were cou advised that they have nc information 


ie 7C 
a regarding the instant organization and had never heard of its ever b 


1S having been organized in the city of Springfield. | nee 
| a following investigation was conducted by Special Agent’ * 2S 
= 2 = 
7 be At Pooria, East Peoria and Tazewell County, Illinois — | 
_ ; 3 
=i 4 Special Agent ontacted the following persons relative bp7c' 
cp to the existence of the National Negro Conrress in Peo best Poo | 
ba ind Asi: e}bickn llinois 
>: 
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Bee None of these sources had ever heard of the 


zy Hational Negro Congress and there was no indication that an att 


emipt 
had ever been made to organize it in the Peoria districte 
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United States Departinent of Justice 
Boston, Massachusetts 
May 2, 1941 


Director 
Federal Rureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: Re: “EASTER: Ey! ENGLAND 
CCIGRESS FOr QUAL OPPCRTUND fi) S3 
Ei aL = SU3VLXSIVE ACTIVITIES 


During the investigation in the case entitled 

WATIGUAL NEGRO CONGRESS, INTERNAL SECURITY (R)", Wew 
Yerk origin, boston file "100-294, it has been deterrined 
that the Eastern New England Coneress for Equal Orj:ortu- 
nities is the New Enrland branch or affiliate of the 
Nietionzl Nepro Consresse Therefore, in order tc picperly 
renort this matter it is believei that instant cure s)}.ould 
be closed and the investigation regarding Eaptan. crgeeni- 
zation is being reported in the National Negro Congress 
file. 


Therefore, this case is being closed in this 
office, 


Very truly yours, 


vu. § Apa 


V. we PLtE:SON 
LGE : Vi.G3 Special agent in Cherce 
. 61-171 
cc: 100-294, 


BLL FORMAT Zi CONTAINED mon 


REIN |S UNCLASSIFIED 
pare [2207 [14 BY st <f-|_6SKIRU 


a | 
7 o . , 
* 

* *e 
: ; . 
~ - —_ Bee 


’ 4 
it . “* "* 
, . 
7 i" ' . . & 


' FEDERAL | BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FormNo.i . ® — , , Lian fs yt ee, . , ae — yg 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK CITY.-: .. “ cae o ee a FILE NO. "2100-189 SMe ‘Sa 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


LP. es i? 
‘~*~ 
7 re 


7 ” , ue 
c 
4 


-| REPORT MADEAT " REPORT MADE BY 


pr, mses | saa Ga, | To c 


TITLE 


4 Te le aa 
lad a ’ : 
LOS ARTS 


t ' 


"  - 
oP ALEX %) Litt. Ye 
-* ) - ~ 

ben 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


oe « 
Ss - 


( NATIONAL Neanid CONGRESS careers Se Ee - iy. 
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‘SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ms. . beffalo, Me Y. advises that the 
Eis estan National Negro Congress maintains a rether weak 


local chapter under the le nir of JOSEP: 

and BATTIZC-GREEN. — Elmira, Ne 2. 67D 
advise that no chapters 1e Hational — 
Congress are presently active there, but an 

attempt is being m sae sort of- negro. 45k, , 
organization. ie. Ne Yo.cup-~ Ht: 
advise the negro population there is very” small, “%.>:. tora 


and there has been no known orgenisation among*" °*¥.‘ 
theme 
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REF LiwwiCk : report of Special Agent 
_ 27/4 at ee N.Y. 
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‘DETAILS: 
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AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


©, was contacted by the writer am advised that 
there is a chapter of the National Necro Congress 
in Buffalo and that its two leaders are JOSEPH and 
MATiIt GREEN, as mentioned in reference. geport; that 
the activities of this organization have thus far 
been very limited and its members are unknom to hin. 
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advised that he ania: attempt to cobeciain' the .+-*. 


names of as many members as possible, copies of any literature being 


distributed, and any further information available concerning this 
organization. 
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AT iiMIia, New YOu 


advised that there has been a wie. 
problem concerning the housing of negroes who represent a goodly portion 
of the population, and that one BERNADABURTON, Secretary of the 
Communist Party at clmira, has been active in passing cut litereture 
anong the inhabitants of the negro section concerning the inadequacies 
of the living quarters which they are allowed, the unfairness which 
tnis represents, and in other manners attempting to create a pressure 
group amonz the negroes. These informants supplied the writer with: coe todd 
clippings from the Elmira sie di ois Sunday, March 9, "1942,"~" 


as follows: } a . eh rsas 


. 
a . 


’- «+ . 
i - 


"COUMUNITY PARTY CIRCULARS BOMBARD NEGKO Cul FUNITY 


"Elmira's Negro community recently has bee:: rrora- 
vyandized by circulars marized ‘issued by Ccnmmnist 
rarty of wlnira’' and ‘issued by N. Y. State 
Coinmittee Communist Party.! 


"The mimeographed sheet bearing the local label proclaims’ 
‘the people demand low-rent homes for Elimira.' [In other paper, 
printed, refers to Early Browder. 


"lioustholders in the neighborhood say that the circulars, 
folded tozether, were tossed on porches at nicht. Vistribution 
of similar circulars on other subjects has been under way for 


months, the ttiev. G LeFauntleroy, pastor of the !»ouglas 
Al‘: Zion Church, said. 


"tT don't think,' he added, ‘that a single heuse has been 
missed in the distribution. §® 


"Tire local circular inquiries, ‘Why has the Linira Com:on 
Council refused to set up a U. 5S. Housing Authority which weuld 
be a low-cost, low-rent project?’ 


-“* SLE ie | 
i : .’ | . 
. e* - 
re ” « 
o 


Fy LE 


- 


2 ge Pica 
“* 4, 


, et'< fo <a 2 ” 


"'The big real estate uiaieieid's and their friends in City ‘Hall~ 
have tried to head off the growing demand of the people for better hous- 


ins by offering to build 200 private homes with federal aid, 'it cone 
tinues, in part. 
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"'This would be of no use to the working reople, as the rents 


on such homes would be out of their reach, while the realtors would. have tier: ; 
another feast of rent-profiteerings.+!. ¥ 
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"Except for the Elmira Dentantes Party statenent, the circular 
carries no names. A Communist publication, it concludes, offers infor- 


mation on a housing program ‘for the people.’ An Elmira Post Office 
box address is given. 


"The other circular states, in part, that ‘'Browler's voice, 
even through prison bars, will be the inspiration for the great struggles .. 
of the American people against the imperialist ‘igen of mogoerest: ‘and 4. spe. 
Wall St. which is leading to disaster.’  .. ' sg? 9 J ie 
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"Tne dodeer contains a lengthy discourse on Browder and 
Comminist affairs." 


In the March 16, 1941 issue of The Sunday felegram, of Elmira,. af 
N. Y. the reply to the above article, as submitted by E.,BUITTON, Secretary - 
to the Communist Party of Elmira, is as follows: 


"Editor Sunday ;Telezran:- 
"Dear Sir: 


"4 number of people have made inquiries in regard tothe article 
in your issue of Liar. 9, which referred to circulars issued by the 
’ Communist Party in a certain neighborhood in Elmira. 1 would like to 
clear up some of the questions which the article raise, and therefore 
trust that you will print this letter. 


"First, the Commnist Part, distributes leilets primarily in 
the workinz class sections of the city. Since the h-zru neighberhcod is 
also in a worki::e class section, it i'so reccrives tho se leaflets. For 
example, the circular on housing which your paper quote, was diutributed - 
din ald woriing class sections of £lmira where the housing ome. is” dr cok v. 
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issnatio. these circulars are distributed openly, in ‘ae + 

ance witn the Constitutional right to do so, which only recently, and 

again and asain, has been upheld by the U. 5. Suprene Court. Ail our 

circulars bear the address P. 0. Box 496, for unfortunately we are not 

wealthy enouzht to afford a local headquarters. 
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"There is nothing mysterious about us, since we have broadcasted . 
over the Ithaca radio station in recent months, and have ‘advertised:these + pe 
broadcasts in the Elmira newspapers, including your om. Moreover,’ ‘both “: ees 
The Elmira Advertiser and Star-Gazette have been good enought to print, aban 
from time to time, letters to the editor signed by the writer as secretary 
of the Communist Party locally. 


tt 


"It is interesting that although the Commnist Party has 
distributed many circulars during recent months and years, the only 
one which received publicity was the one urging a USHA housing project :’ 
for the city of Elmira, such as has been erected in Syracuse, ° This’’” Coe Ge. | 
would be a low-rent project, of low cost to the comzmnity, and’ suited ‘to : » Rags 
the low incomes of those permanent residents of Elmira, whether Negro ete : 


tate?" 


or white, who are forced to live in the worst homes in.lmira. It is not 
unlikely that certain interests may be using the seein; attack on the 


Com:unist Party in order to really attack the growing demand in Elnira 
tor a‘UShA housing project. 


"Inasmuch as the Limira newspapers have comnented on our circulars, 
we will be glad to furnish copies of future ones to ott me local papers. *: 
“y jee ra ,. bh ‘« Es “hee, 
! "Teme truly, on oe 
E. Burton, Secretary, 
Communist Part:; of Elmira." 
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ee... that this sam2 reply was b7d 
drawn up e Ilorm of a ani distributed among the necro 


population, copy of which handbill was supplied to ths writer aid is 
being furnished to the Bureau. Another handbill supplied the writer 


by the informants was entitled "Achievements of Negroes, Past and Present", 
waich is quoted as follows: 


"Elmira has been observing NiCic ACUTSVSNENT Vo DN, from Karsh 5th 
to leth. Wezro and white residents alike are cgivins recogniticn to the 


achievements of the Negro peepee, a a sag who are denied theirs rue’. > ag 
in all walks of life. it me eee ere 
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is Great ‘contributions have been made’ by the: Negro people,*from } tied Soy e 
earliest days in the history of our country. 


Se le ad 
<x Va oe 
Laas ID ue. 


7 
f 


oe 


t 
a 


"in the discovery of America in 19482, one of Columbus‘! ships, ° 
the Nina, was piloted by ALONZO PIETRO, the Negro. 
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"Snortly afterwards, the territory now forming N\ov7 Mexico and. 
- Arizona was explored by a = ied al TT @ negro. My: ~. dod code ar Sele te ey 
| pe © POR Flora 
“American culture has been’ wimtiabes tw the folk stories of wscLE ez: 
iel'US, ami BREX KABIT and the VOLF, adaptations of African folklore, 
wnile PHYLLiS W.BAYLLY, African born Slave, became one of America's 
great poets, contributing more than 100 volumes of verse. 
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"In the year 1763, JOHN CHAVIS studied privately at Princeton, 
anc at washington and Lee Universities, later openinz a classical school. 
in North Carolina. Many of his pupils became prominent white people,*~ ~-<:% Af ae oe 
including a United States ———? and. a governer of the Sante. hy ee oe en 


arte Ft om; evo. a PH, . 
MZASCH 5, the first day of the wines Negro aebdabiaman ‘Week, is - ee a 
also the anniversary of the patriotic deed of the Revolutionary hero, 
ChISTUS ALLUCKS, a black man, who on March 5th, 177C, led tne Ccmmoners 
of Boston in a demonstration for liberty. It was here that the British 
solciers answered witn the Boston Nassacre, and Crisrus Attucks, shot 


dead by British guns, became America's first martyr for indepencence. 
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"In 1770, BENJAMIN BANNEKER made the first’ clock which struck the - ri oe 
hours. He helped the father of democracy, Thomas Jefferson, to lay out - fc0 
the capital of our country, Washington, D. C. (where today Negroes are | 
Jim-crowed in public places.) ~ 
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"PREDENICK DOUGLASS, in the Seccnd American Revolution, the Civil 
war, advised Abraham Lincoln to sign the Emancipation Proclamation, 
woich made it possible to defeat the Confederacy. 
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"TEESE great achievements of the past made it possil:le for othe''s to 
attain great heights in the present day 


"Today, in the ficld.of science, towers Prof. ULOKGe CARVEI, 
America's freates acricultural chemist. In the realm of exploration, 
MATTHicw A. HeiiSGs participated in ti.e expeditions of Comnodore Feary, 
includins the discovery of the North role. In medicine, the late Dr. 
DANIcL H. WILLIAMS was the first surgeon in the world to. a a. 
successful operation on the human heart. __ ca 
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"In sports, the achievements of egroes ’s are “well ‘\nown.” “Just to 
mention a fevx;, there are BxUD hOLLAID of Cornell; DeHiART HUBBARD, 
te Us QOUKDIN, and :. &. JOHNSON of the 1924 Olympics; JESSE OwExNS, the 
1936 Olympic champion; JOE LOUIS and HENKY ARLSTRONC of the boxing world. 
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"In art and sculpture, E. K. BANNISTER of Providence, K.I., founded 
the Frovidence Art Club. The paintings of HENRY O. TAINeR are. hung. in,. pe aetine.' 
the Luxembourg Gallery. In literature are COUNTEE CULLEN, LANGSTON S 4’ Xa," 


HUGHES, and that latest comet,- RICHAED WRIGHT, winner of’ ‘the: ‘Spinggrn 57:5 bar ae 
Vedal. 
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"As for rmsic, the whole world knows LARIAW ANLSSGON, & PAUL RCBESON——= 
artist, athlete, prosressive thinker, and proud leader of his people. 
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"Today, new leaders of the common people are arising from thse | 
rarks of the negroes. Foremost in the struggle for Negro and white.” .,. afr 
unity; for Negro rights, and for the emancipation of the entire aekaiia tes 3 
class, stand JaAidcS w. FORD, three times candidate for Vise eCelan ob ert, 


the United States. ' oe ee Nig 
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"Then there are A. Ti.YBEIRY, Harlem organizer of the Communist Party; 
“SILLIAL LeePATTERSO? of Chicago; TIAOTHY“HOLDES, Ner Icrk State organizer 
cf the Lommunist Party; CLAUDIAJeN+S, national leader of the Young 
Corzimunist. Leac ruc, and author of the pamphlet, 'Jim Crow in Unifcrm'; 
AULLAY eC roi, Negro woman orator. 
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"These are but a few of the leaders in the strugrle for the. visit: of ood w 
the Negroes to develop achievements as a people in Ancrican life. 
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. "They follow in the tradition of Frederick Douglass, who said..e.. 
'.HO WOULD Bz FREE, THOLSELVES MUST STRIKE THE BLOW. ' 
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minereas Douglass spoke against chattel slavery, today it is the 
working people, both Negro and white, who mst ‘strike the bLlow' against 
tne system of wage slavery, which breeds jim-crowisr and lynching. 


"Issued by 
Commnist Party of Elmira 
P. O. Box 496" 
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‘that the license number of this car was. 43-3254, | ‘which License: aera eee ie ce 
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activities of the group which is passing out the handdills as referred 
to above, but that he had no information concerning any organizations 
amonz the negroes, nor concerning the persons who are passing out 


these handbills. 2. 
Ra % re a~0 ap tbe 
dvised that ‘there is no Negro Congress -* 


Communists; that the only negro organizations outside of the nefro ee. ™ 
church is the Civic Committee, which has been forme! of level-headed 

and prominent negroes to stave off the attempts of the Communists to 

take advantage of the prejudices caused among the negroes by the 

inadequate housing facilities, and to make a more reasonable attempt 47 D 


through cooperative measures with the city officials to reach a better 
housing situation. | 
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iis: 3 | ra advised that at the negro enren e. 
some weeks ago, hr. GEONGS- HY, of Baltimore, Md., omer of the - 


P te sa ‘ 


negro newspaper "Afro-American", was the principal epeaker; that a : 
speech was restricted to a discussion of the achievements of nerroe 
and the future possibilitics for negro people 


e officers of this organization were willing to take all they cc 
from the Cormmnist Party, and in realization that the Cormmnist Party: 


was attempting to take over th felt that they cov | 
at L Soar orn gamee advised that 
[ the Communist Party, has frequently at*tenntei to interest if 4 


Various suggested courses of action, but that he has discouraged 
however, that he would keep his eyes open for any attempts 47) 
e part of the Communist Party to work among the nezroes in Elnira 
and would keep this office advised. This informant stated that the 
negro population in Elmira, N. Y. is approximately 1°50. b7D 


ho has been highly recc:.mended as a 
source of information concern ne-ro activities, he beuig a negro, 
confirmed the remarks of d offered tc keep his eyes | 
open ish this office with ary further information in this regard. 
also edvised that he hed taken the license number of the _ 
car m which the pamphlets were passed out in the negro section, and  ' 
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ae GEES: -<: that the bowsing ‘problem in Einira? oP 
constitutes a re ifficulty and it is being complicated by the 


nor any other active organization among the negroes, sponsored by’ Raa art 
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re 
is listed as having been issued to 

Elmira, N. Y., who is believed to be identicai wi 
Secretary of the Communist Party at Elmira. 


AT JAMeSTOd, Nea YORK 


as: :«::-: that there is a very small negro re: 
population in Jamestown, and that to his knowledge there have never’ *: rt 


been any organizations among this population. 


advised that there has never a any ccomuuection — 


the labor movements and any negro organizations in Jamestown, ard that 
there are no known negro movements in Jamestavn, to his stu al 


regard, advised @ was unable to obtain any evidence of a negro - Ss ge 


organizations in lane. Se POMS a 


riiCLOSUK:zS: To the Bureau = Two handbills. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS *~ 


BUFFALO FirLD DIVISION 


Av TUiSALO, Nei YORK 


“will maintain contact with oe.) 
to any information he may develop as to the National 
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Negro Congress and.its activities in Buffaloes.” 3X" 
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AT ELMIEA, NEW YORK 


and 


activities in Elmira. 
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ADTEMPION 
READERS OF ELAAIRA NEWSPAPERS 


Inasmuch as the local newspapors have cormentcc. on tie 
Ft the Comrmmaist Party in your neishborhooa ana in other 
1, tro rYenrint below, for your intfornation, a cony of a 


c editors of the "Sundey Telesran" % the "Slinira Ad 


sal 
4° 
Ue 


wees 


 /_ -_-_———-_ -—<«-— -  - 


A nunbor of nsonle have made inqu:i.riscs in rorsard | 
icle in your issw:s of iar. &$ c. 10, which refcrred to cireculsa 
Issued oy the Co wmnist Party in 2 cortain neigiiborhnood in 

rouLC Lia, TO Cloar un sone of the: questions vv: 


st Party aistriduies leafl 
aa ¥ 


soctions of the citv. Sinco 
WOPMANS ClAS3 SOCTION, 11 


quoted, was Uurser.buced 2n allt vor) 
SLaiira wniere tac | * questioii is” acuts. 


Sccondly, tnese circulars re Gastribubed onenl 


-_— 


ance with the Constitutvionel rignt To co so, which 


WJ 
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¥, and avzain and again, has beon unheld by the 3.8. 
Courte £1) our circvlars bear tho adcress Pe O- Box 
unfortwintely we ar> not wealthy cnough to afford-a lo 
quartcrs. 

There is nothing dhe ga about us, since ve havc 


OaBYOR over the Itiaee radio station in recent sionths, anc 
rsrtisod thesa dro. ag Seep in the Llnira nevwsnaners, includin:: 
XO 22 ONT. BO=BOVOI or,. both the Blnira Advertise f Star-Gazetto, 
fees “2¥G.deGn:.csood -cnough to vrint, from tic to time, lettcrs tw the 
gator signed. by’ the. writer an secrotury of £ Corrmnist Party 
interosting thet elthough the Cormenist P. ety has 
a « Lon any circul-rs durin; rocont months and yours,theo 
one wWiilcti VOCS LVOG mublicity was the one vrging a USILA “housing 
“rojoct for the cif® of Bliairayg such as has beon erected in Syr- 
ACUSEC « Min ould ‘be Loverons nroject, of low cost to the ami- 
minityvy, anc su.tac to tc lor inecones of those nermanent reside 
ents or slmine, whether liegro or white, who are forced to live 
in the vorst hoiwv0s  Zlnira.e. It isnot uvlLikely th:t certain 
Lntcrests may be using 3 seouins attack on the Cormunist Par- 
ty in orcer to really attac!: the srovwing desiana in slaira for a 
USHA housin:: »roject. : 


Inasmuch as the Elmira nows»navers have coiracnted on goes 
_ aft '¥ e ~ -_ ‘ al 
culars, we will be glad to furnish conios of future g 
the local »navners, 
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Thev heve Governr.ont Nefensn Contracts. They refuse jots to Nezroos. 
wrei.murio:n, umcemocritic, and based upon Hitler's Racinl Theories. 


=3 this Derocracy ? Dees tris look like wer preparations to dufond dsmogy 
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"om in Harlem, throuel. unitod action of tho Negro people along with wh 
"e * York Bus Compiny was forced to give Negroes 14% of the Jobs availad Ge 
‘usres toc. Tho snme unity can win jobs for Hegroes here. 


ence, we c%l1l «11 Nerrees, nll white Americans to motiliz>3 te help e-t & 
~we~roes in the/ Bauer: ard hlack Plant. COME ane BRING a ) FA TEND. 


~ Issued by: TEE CHICAGO COUNCIL 


7. NATION.L NEG?O CONGRESS 
: Dees mami 
4649 South Mrkway - Drexel 6426, 


ACFIE VEMCN TS or NE GROES, 


| es 


finira has been observing MEGRO ACHIEVIZcCNT WELK, from Hiarch 5th 
to l2tn. Nero ana wnite rosidents alilce are giving recognitidén tothe 
achievements of the Nesro peonle, c seonle who are denied their riftts 
in all walks of life. 
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Great contributions have oon mace oY the Negro people, from the 
earliest days jn wi.c nistcry of our country. — 3 


_— 


In the ciscovevy of america in 1492, one of Colunbus' | 
shins,the ijina, was niloted by ALONZO PIZTRO, the Negro. 


Shortly afterwards, the territory now forming New lax- 
ico and Arizona was res ve a party led by ESTEVANICO, 
a Norro. 


American culture has been enrichod by ths folk stories 
of UNCLE REI7US, and BRER RABSIT and the WOLF, odantations 
of African folklore, while TEYLLIS WEEATLSY, African born 
Slave, became one of America's great pocts, contributing 
more than 100 voluwncs of versc. 
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In the ycar 1765, JOH VIS stucicd nrivately at 
Princeton, cnd at YJashington and Loc Universitics, later 
ovening a classicel school in North Crrotlira. liany of his 
mudvils becamc npromincnt waite nconple, including a United 

gatos Sonator, and a governor of tho Stats. 

Uncen 5, the first day of the »rescnt Nesre Achicvement 
Week, is also tac annivorsary of tho natriotic dccd of tho 
Revolutionary hero, CRIS.US ATTUCIS, a Dlacl: san, who on 
iMarch Sth, 1770, lcd the commoners of Boston in a dcinonse-e 
‘cretion for liberty. It was her. that tho British scle 
Gicrs answered with the Boston liassacre, and Crisnis 
Attucks, shot dcr.d by Eritisn suns, bdcecac Amcrica's Arst 
martyr for indceccndcncce 
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In 1770, Dord/0Tit BAMTENSR madc tho first clock which 
struck th: hovrs. Hic helved thse fathsr of dorecracy, nomas 
Jcfforson, to lay out the canital of our country, Wasring- 
ton, D.C. (where today Hesrocs arc jim-crovcece in nurlic .-—~ 
niaccs.e) 
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Today, in tic s1eld of science, tovers Prof. SECRGE CARVER, . 
America's ;:reatest agricultural ca3iiist. In the realm of exe 
rloration, MATTHOW Ae woOlH participated in tlhe exneditions 
Of Corfiecorce Peary, including tno Giscovory of the North Pole.’ 
In medicino, tire late Dr. DAITIEL He. WILLIAMS wes tho first ar 
freon in the worlec to nerform . succcssrful oncrvnt ion on theham- 
an hecrt. : 
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In snorts, tin acissvo-rents of Neesrocs are well known, Just 
to mention ss fev, tiere are BUD HOLLSND of Com.ell; DoHART 
HUSBSRD, 2.0. GOURDIN, anc. Rea. JOHNSON of th. 1924 Olyi mics; 
JES32 OWES, tire 1946 Olynoic channion; JOE LONIS ana HNLWRY 
ARMSTRONG of the boxing world. rene 

Ti: art ana sevlotrre, Et... DALNISTLER of Provi.cence, ReLe, 
founcea t’c Provicence Art Cluy. The naintin:-: of HENRY OO. 
TANNER arc hun; in the Licscnoourg Gallery. I: istoraturesare 
COUTTS CULLEX, LAtGSTO! EUGIES, ana tiat latest corict,RICH- 
ARD WRIGIT, winner of the Spingarn Liedal. 
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As for rusic, te ythole world imovs MARIAN AY Pinson, c& PAUL 
ROGLSON---artict, athletc, nrogrescsive tnanker, 1G nroud 
leader of his »ncorlc. 


2OC2y, new Lencers os tne cormen voonle are crising fro: the ranks 
O61 The Nesrocs. Foreoaost in the stiuy:15 aor Ver ro and ‘ite VW Alt 
for Nearo ricthiisc, anc for the cenancipation of the ontire werking 
class, starc JAInS. W. FOUD, three times candicat2 for vice-nrvosidert 
of the United State 


anen there are A.WeBERRY, Harlem orfaniser of tre Comniist Party; 
WILT LA'? L. FATTRNSO:: of Cliacapfo; CROTIUY HOL:ios, ‘ew Yor:- State or- 
ranistr of the Go rsmist forty: CLAUDIA JONES, rstaonel iJceder ofthe 
Yours Corwvrist Learue, anc anther ef the pannilet, "Jim Crow in Une 
iform"; AUDLZ! NCOxE, Nesro voman orctor. 
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Trus2 are out a fev of tas leacers in the stiv1.le ror the right & 
the Iierocs to cavelon achicvenents as a neovle in Ameritan life, 
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Weereas Dout-ass snoks asainst ciattel player. rcday it is the 
worvin’; neowle, both Nesro and whive, who rust “riko tra blow"-a- | 
erinst the systen oi wage slavory, which breeds itn-anente 1 and 
lynchins. 
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| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
| JOIN PS*DAVIS> 


su ject organization in Chicago at 

yiorkers Alliance National Convention 

and kE.P.Me. at which meetings DAVIS 

attecked Congress for failure to pass 

an anti-poll tax and anti-lynch 

legislation, National Negro Congress <5 
sent two delegates to sees oreting ee hol on halite 
.May 1, 1940, at Columbus, Ohio. */ . Re Béo eS. ae. Rl 
Organization as such inactive at ‘=; ian a4 a ae 
Columbus, Ohio. : are el fe 
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REFERENCE: | Report of Special Agent 
Cincinnati, Ohio, dated l=-3l-4l. 


DETAILS 
reierence to subject organization or 
~ February 16, 1941, and advised that as far as he could ascertain . 
the National §erro Congress is entirely controlled by the Communist °- 
Farty.e. He said he had ver tle information on +t) if organization 


= national officers. 
qian: FP. DAVIS of Washington, 
subject organization and from his observation of DAVIS said that 
_he had a dignified bearing, a cold disposition and an obvious hatred 
for the white race. His attitude generally is one of bitterness. = 
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DAVIS was at. ne: Sinai: ‘siltanes National Convention, 
at Chicaro, at which convention he was one of the principal speakers on 
the first eveninrs of the session. advised that in sneering 
jibes he rebuked Conrress for failure to pass an anti-poll tnx and anti- 
lwnch lerisiation anu expressed bitter hostility for pi23«‘dent Roosevelt 
for failure to provice better relief for the W.F.A. ane ‘cr negroes. 
DAVIS was very much in evidence throughout the convention, although he 
was not a ijorxers Alliance member, Tires) fos | “8 gad 

a 

At the Emergency ‘Peacé ‘Mobilization PRO Pn 
Aurcust 31 to September 2, 1940, DAVIS made the collection speech at a 
mass meetin~ on wi ineof Au-ust 31st and a-ain his srvech was harsh 47 
and cénuncietor,. 

we said tnat from DAVIS" coi.ments anc a 
be foliowin~ strictly the Communist Party line. 


National Negro Congress locaily was at Colupbus, Ohio, on May l, 940s Pas th 

t-a May Day meetins of the Columbus section of the Cor-nunist: Party.\%. 7°: i 
STEVEGRATIAN, Columous Coruceunist party Secretary presided at that meeting - ) 
which was attended by over one hundred members of the Conwmist Perty. 

be C&GRburiLlLy of Clevelaic, Ohio, was the principal sn'azere At this 
meetin~ there were tec delersates of the national Nefro  ».tr3sse. ‘ney 
were’}-AUL“SL1Tii, soi: «oxiter .illa-e, Columbus 

Crous Cantein ani orrpanizer for GRATTA an 

or the Public Service tiplovees Union (A.F. 0 Fviséd that” 
.$30Tn is talented and fairly well educated. His endly and he 3<.5.. 
appears to be sincere and well intentioned although mislei. SMITH is ‘about??** °.[ 
el, or 25 years of are, is married and has one child. l'e is a talented F 
musician anu since and plays tne piano. | a4 ,D 
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‘He said the policy of __. 
1¢ National Negro Contress on the surface was for a rumber of cbjectives, 
such as anti-poll tax legislation, anti-lynch legislnticn and better 
concitions generelly for nercroes, bus that its polic: sctually was 
militant, subversive and completely dominated by the cc-nunist Party. 


e GED «:::<: that he could add nothing at the-. 67D 
_. present time to the set up of the National Negro Congress in Cinsinaats $92 ~'§ 
--and couid not definitely state as to its existence at Columbus ,. Ohio pe | . 
at the present time. 


ry 
PD 25202 220 one 08 470 D 
been abic to learn i - e Lasionel Serro Conrress °+1 Cincinnati, Ohio 


: ux es meetin-~ at the homes of RUSCO#TDATSON Cincinnati, 


Ohio, and GEORGK*CULLIL2, QUEEN, Cincinnati, thio. She 


Seid that the local orranization, ii active at all es such, was very 
' Limited. 
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Re: BATICLAL L260 CUNGRLSS. 


2, Mati pee 


: billie LEADS : 


* CINCINUATT FIELD DIVES 
et a diiccrect investircation of 

asccrtain if the: are connccted +7 
Coxvzsunist Farty and their present attitude towards thir fovernment. 
In tne event tnis investication reveals that these men are not 
connected with the Communist Party,-will discreetly interview: them * ted shet o ‘ 
regarding the National Negro Congress. If either or both ere-inter=". 7%"; 
viewed and show s willingness to give information ther should be fuliy'::*. 
guestivcned rerarding the backrround of the Wational lherrc Congress, 
its leaders, puryoses, membership, and activities. All literature 
available rerardins this organization should be securei. 


* At Cincinnati, Ohio. Will condu:t+ e similar 


> ° - _ ad , 2. 


Will maintain contact lace: ee 
ana keep up with the activity of subject crcant O — 4 


to definitely establish the extent of its present activity. Will = ° 
ascertain the baczpround of all leaders of the Kationil Nerro Cortress. 
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-SYNOPSISOFFACTs: The New England. representativé of the naticnal ‘Cebediation of tis’ 
lhetional Whegro Congress is the Eastern hes: inzland Congress for 
Eoual Opportunities which became affiliat:? with the iiational 
Ne;,ro Congress shortly after the letter's crsinization. The 
oilicers of the Eastern iw ingland Congress for Equal Cpportuni- 
ties cre JOiil] S. R. MOURIL, Chairman and I:x3. ROBERT WATKINS, | 
Recording Secretary. The organization has about 200 meabers , “with |. 
its strength chiefly in Boston -and Providence, Re*Iy ‘ State—wides="| 
conference called liarch.9, 1941, at which panel @iscussions’ vere =] 
held on Civil Liberties, Youth, Housing and Living Conditions, "27 
Letor and Unemployment anc Political Acticr. The conference voted | 
on resolutions conderming american participation in the war, — 
Rg of americin boys cverseuas, discri: inition against Negroes 
notionel defense industries and endors:1 +11 sent °. represent= 
tive to the Pecple's Pe:ce Rallvy called ty wnerican Feace Mobili- 
zation, nev York, April 5 and 6. State-wi:'e conference addressed 
by GLOGS" B. LURPHY, JRe, recently appogntgs isational Adninistre:: ‘eh: 
tive Secretary of the- National Negro Célgr§ss sqeho attacked: aise. wo ee 
crimination against Negroes in national Sa industries.*. lowe s 
England Congress for Euual OpportunitZ¥s -' = red a bill’recently 
passed in iassachusetts Legislature, Ras, nat’ ta prevent discrinm~ 
ination in employment arainst Nesroeq © aeec azencies, whic 
bill was inti iuced throush the Las Sucks: tts Youth Ccuncil. 
Bi and ROBL?T A. SLA'AIS are meitbeps UPethe National Exec 
board of the National Negro Congress. Flic is reparded as 
a member of the Communist Party. JULTM Bi-SfsuE, in 1936 a 
Hegionzl Vice-?rcsident of subject organi: te was :arried 
white girl in 1537. His resignation wes uccepted fre. the Ro 
Gould Shaw House where he was doins settler: work. He is a 


“AReROvES AND 4 if Ly Seacia Agent e i *~ DO NOT WRITE RITE IN oroe SPACES 
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DETALLS : 


| ee that. he vas ‘tormeriy 
@ member o e Comminist League and the ‘icrmanist: .. 
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Reoort of Special Agent 
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savised that was his inicrm\ion that MARY... . » 
OO:E, Colored, of Warwick Street, West Roxbury, Messathivsetts, 
ds active as a leader of-the National Negro Congress of “this: vee, 
district. could furnish no further. informatiohij oe 
concerning S organization. , 


Thrceuzh the cooperation of aaa 47D 
"Foston americsen", Linthrcp Square, Agent <¢-: it rslerence 


li.corary of this neper fro:: which it appears that the l-ational 

Negro Congress in April 1440 held their annu1~'. conference in 
Washington, D. Ce JOSEPH P. DAVIS of Washington, an officer »+,3.~ . agi 
of the Congress, in an annual’ report: submitted by.the Congress.-W:2" : 
made reference to the real and genuine equal rights and freedos ea 
of the minority groups in Soviet Russia. A+ this congress the 
orgayization accepted affiliation with the U1')'s LABO, 2ERS! 

NGUPAPTISAN LEAGUE. 
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On May 15, 1949, A. PHILIP. HANDOLPH, former l’resident of the 
National Negro Congress, in a statement tc the press informed 
that he had abandoned the National Negro Consress because of 

a trend towards Communism and towards dom:nat.ion by the Congress 
of Industriel Organization. RANDOLPH advised that he had turned. 
over to United States Representative MITCHELL, Negro liemocrat 
from Illinois, certain material tc prove such allegation end 
RANDOLPH charged that he was informed in ::n e-ecutive meeting 
at the National itiegro Conzress that the Couminist Pariy 
contributed $100 per month toward the Con:-ress' progriss 

and also criticized the N: tional Negro Cor,:ress' affiliation 
= the LABORERS ! NONPARTISAN LEAGUE of the CIO. : 
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-..» In May 1940 the Eastern New England Congress for Equal Oppértunities; % 
--.describ@ as the Boston Council ‘of the National Negro Congress,: publi qiz . 
a mass meeting to be held at the Columbus Avenue A.N.E. Zion Church at’ ’-# 
which Dr. MAY YERGA, President of the National Negro Com:zress was to be 
the principal speaker, The presiding officer was to be JOlili S. R. BOURNE, 
Chairman of the Lactern Nev. England Congress. 


. & review of the boston files discloses that the Lastern N«w Englani Congress 
Offices were located at 558 Maspachugette, Bhi ce. Bostcn, aretha pata . 
, officers were as follows: ies nek or ee Rivas is aan ity Fae Se Pn. ; 
President JC mais S. R. .. URGE 
tecording Secretary iS. ROBERIMUAT! DVS 

14 Watson Street 

roxbury, Massachusetts 
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The Eestern iiew Englana Congress is not repistered wits the city Clerk, City . 

of Boston or the Secretary of womres State House, Boston. Te 
oe e¢ ** on . A <tr ° 

"The Boston Chronicle" and "Boston Guardian", both Negro newspapers - a teciea ts: 

in Boston, and the "Daily Worker" of March 13, 1941 reflect that. on March’ Carat: 3 

1941, there was held at Lincoln Halls, 158 West Springfield Street, Boston, 

Mass chusetts, a state-wide conference called bv the Esstern New England - 

Congress for Equal Opportunities at which 350 delerates, representinz 60 

organizations, attended, 
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Invocation was made by the Kev. S. PY FEURY. Governor] Si TOUSTALL of 
Massachusetts was represented at this meeting by GEORG | GORDON of. ecm oe" 2 
Springfield, Kassachusetts. The presiding officer was Dit. ROBERT- A.” ;, Rah Se 
SLL‘ONS, National Vice-president of 0 National Negro Congress, ‘and the” 

eynote speech was made by JOH S. ‘LOURNE, Chairman of the Bastern 
lew Rnvland Congress. 
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Panel discussicns were held as follows: 
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le Civil Liberties = JOl: S. R. BOURNE 
2. Youth - ms Ldvigg Coa Harvard gradvate and stucent 


, +. 
ViReg, 
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3. Housing and Living Conditions — DR. RUrit A. SII. QS 
4. Labor and Unemployment =— R. NEALE TiC: PsoW » representing 
tke Dining Car Employees Union 
5e Political Action =~ i/ILLIA™, ta » Evecutive Secretary, 
hatio Negro Congress; Harvard 
praduate; employrd "Boston Chronicle". 
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. The Bloting general session voted, on resolutions condenning snoricens 7 
participation in instant war; the sending of American beys overseas and” 
discrimination egainst persons in the urmed forces and national defense 
industries and the Lend-Lease Bill. The conference ther endorsed the ,. 
American People's Peace Rally which was sponsored by thc American Peace 
Mobilization in New York City April 5 and 6, 1941. 
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JOHN P. \pavis, National Secretary of the National Negro Congress,’ pedir aot on 
scheduled to speak but was unable to attend and in his place ,there BPOKS v4.4 - 
‘the newly elected National Administrative Secretary GEORGE B.“ MURPHY, - oo = ne Bee 
who wos formerly director of publicity and promotion fcr:the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Lr.,‘TJRPHY's acdress 

was revorted to be concentrated on discrimination in e/plovinent in national 


acefense industries, 


Accoruing to the "Daily i/orker" of 3—l2-41, GEORG: B.Wi'VRPHY, JRe was ap- 
pointed National Administrative Secretary of subject rganization on that... th Te. 
date. He is a graduate of Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania,» -and - €: ~ 2 


_- since July 1938 had been associated in the national office, New. York City 3 Ser teh 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. ~ He*has*™:<:%~-*- 
done graduate work at Columbia University and taught fcr three yeers at 
Allen University, Columbia, South Carolina; for seven yveurs employed by 
the ifro-Amcrican hevspapers as maneger of the washington and New York 
offices of this firn; he also worked for several szonths o1 tne Writers 
Project of tne .£.. of News York City. te is married; wife the former 
LiLLis JCxu3 of Colwcbia, South Carolina. 
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The material enclosed in the, above letter consisted of 


le Pamphlet entitled AJim Crow in National Defense" issued 
by the Los Angeles Council, National Negro Congress, 
1156 Eest l2th Street, Los Angeles. 

2e Two pamphlets, entitled A’bemocracy and The Nezro People 
Today" by MAXKYER?GAN, STished by the Bational Negro 
Congress, whifch contains an address given by KAY YoiGal, 
Presicent of subject organization, at the meéing sponsored 
by the Church League for Industrial Democracy at the general 
comvention of the Episcopal Church at Kansas City, iissouri, 
October 16, 1940. 


Azent has personaily observed the same pamphlets offerred for sale ct the 
Progressive Book Shop, & Beach Street, boston, kassachusetts, which is the 
official Communist literature distributing agency in boston. 


A review of the reference report of Special Agent ae: 
that at the third annual convention of this organization, which vies held in 


Washington, D. Ce, in Aoril 1940, 42 delegates from Massachusetts attended. 


Attorney JCil: S. 2. SURE of Ecston was elected a member of the Wwatior.al 
Executive Board. Di. ROEEiT 4. SI.-:2.S was elected a National Vice=presicent 
of the organization, described as one of the leaders of lesro Con;ress work 
in New England and as an outstancing medical practitioner, 


The same report reflects that in 1936 the following local councils of the 
National Negro Congress were et that time organized: 


1. Mystic Valley (Suburb of Boston, lass.) 
2e Cambricge, Lassachusetts 
3 Boston, wassachusetts 


The report of the National Negro Congress of June 1935 states thet "in 

New England under the leadership of Regional Vice-president JULIAN D. STOLE 
effective work has been carried on by the three councils in Boston area, con- 
Sisting of having school libraries purged of books depicting Negroes in an 
unfavorable light and also in improving park facilities for Nezroes". 


| : ~~“ ee i ence <a 


, : . ne a § 
- The"Bo stonChronicle" of April: a 1941, reports that a ‘conference: ona ot 
March 26,°1941, at the Union Baptist Church, Cambridge, initiated by the ~ 
Cambride Youth Council ana Dunbar Associates, was hele te discuss and 
take action on problems of liesro people in Cambridge, i.*.i-chusetts. " 
tne conference was revorted to be attemled by 70 persons representing 
civic, chur ch, social an. political orunizations of the people of 
Camtric gé, Lassschusetts, Discrimination of Neyroes in Cembridge, 
particularly in factories having defense contracts was di ecussed; . state-"® ree 
- ment of a Negro draitee that was read. at the conference described POOF. Sn aye e. 
food, lack of recreational facilities.and Jim Crowism in tre Camps re=« 
sulted in the sencing of a tele:ram to the Presicent cumienning distrimina= 
tion in the am.cd sorces. The conference voted to send - delesate to the 
Pecple's Mectinsz for Peace w:ich was sponsored by the A.n1ican Peace libiliza- 
tion Avril 5 am 5, i941; anc as a result of instant co. erence, a permanent 
Cambricage Co:uwittee for Equal Opportunities has been orzrized. 
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The "Dailv Worker" of april 12 and the "Boston Chronicle" cf the same dates. ire! ctr 
report that the Governor of the State of, Massachusetts signed. House Bill . ae + 
2108 designed to prohibit discrimination in employment in public‘agancies»; 

in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts on account of race, creed and color, 

This bill was introduced on behalf of the Massachusetts icutr Counc:.1. The 
following individuals lobbied in behalf of this bill: 


jlfred Houchten =— iditor of the "Bost': Zhroricle" 

Williaa: Herrison — Executive Secretar: cf the Nev England 
Congress for Equal Crportunities - 

Wathaniel iis, Jr. — Chairman, Massachusetts. Youth... ~ e 
| Council a cP Tk ie 


> 


haurice L. Smith 

Ann 2urlak + Communist Party b7G 
\ J | 
The LCastern New England Congress for Equal Opportunitie:, 2ccording to the 
"Posten Cuarcian" of iiarch 15, 1941, had been active in support of bills = 
two memorials to United States Congress — in support of the Geyer Anti poll=- 
tax vill, House bill No. 1631, and Heuse Bill No. 1632, én anti-lyrch bill. 
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0 1934 WILLIAS TROTTER, Editor of the Syosian cAuarcian’, fi Bebsored ani 
promoted the activities of the National 1 Fone eh te Tehewe, hich organiza— 
tion was devoted to removal of discrimination against the Negroes and de- 
voted to bettering the living and-social conditions of the Negro. In 1934 * 
YOLLIAM TROTTER died. BOURNE had, prior thereto, been actively associated — 
Bel | <3 with TROTTEX. Since TROTTER's death, the National Equal tights League had . 
Bee! | degenerated to social functions and activities. The Negro people lacked an ' . 

Ph ge organization in New England devoted to their interests eni, therefore,:the .=-° 
New England Congress for Equal Opportunities was organjzred "by BOURNE, of 7-2, or 
which he Was President. This Congress which devoted sania de its work eMac: A aio 
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betterment work and lobbying for bills in Pislat on ‘bebe £¥e.7 ‘ 
of the enterests of the Negro people has ain -:.: 2000 A75S. - 
members. The organization covers the ent Ww England States and the ~—°*." ST. 


officers consist of a president, secretary, treasurer amd executive board, 
Veetings are held every two weeks at 558 etts Avenue, with the-ex- 
ception of the months of July and igus that there are 
approximately 12,000 Negroes in Massachusetts, about 150 in the State of J?0 


* Maine and less than 15 families in the State of New Hampshire. The orga- 
_mization's strength is in Boston and. Providence, Rhode Island. pak St Prone Mech Pre ow 


be vy. § s s°F og its 
7 a AL ee 
dvised that several years ‘ago feraie United States betaveoilind re = a 
PRIEST at Washington, D. C., called a conference for the purpose of 


- up an organization devoted to the interest of the Negro race. 
ste 


*. Bi 


attended this conference at his own expense. The conferenca 

approximately two days but no permanent organization was formed 
and the conference died without any further action being taken. Sub- 
sequently JOH P. DAVIS of Washington, D. C., colored, 2 Harvard graduate, | 
sent out a call to Negro organizations throughout the country to attend : oe 2D. 
a conference at preteen bar D. Ce, to aa & National Negro Co ae Pe 

apetber with Dr pOnEeT A SHAONS of ‘Bogton, sttendad th n= rie 
erence advised that there were oneal 4es 
approximately 2000 people at this convention. The Nationtl Neg ongress 
was set up | 
and the Nev yLanc gress Lor EBQuc oporturnivies, as J ol ¢ 
later vote, became affiliated with the National Negro Conzrese. The New 
England Congress pays no cue to the National Negro Congress but does sub- 7D 
mit voluntary contributions whenever 4 plea fa ods ic ot out by the 
anization,. 
e organization. 


dvised that he definitely is not a Communist nor a member cf any 

ommmist organization. He advised that, umdoubtedly, there are Communists 

in the National Congress just as there are Communists in any other 
organizetion. Gui >>: grave doubt as to any ereat influence the 
Communist Part S in the national organization, and perticularly his owm 
orgenization. So far as Communist activities among the Nezroes in Boston 
is concerned, he stated that the Negro was a religious person and advised 

that he did not believe that, to any great extent, the Negroes would join y ~ 
the Communist Party as such, " although the Negro could be exploited and used / 
like any other group or class of people, He advised thet, so far as he knew, 
there was very little activity by the Communists among the Negroes and believed 
Communist Party exerted their greatest influence among the Negroes during 

the days of the Scottsboro Defense activities. 


== asked to furnish the names of any Negroes he knew to be Com 497 
sts or people active on behalf of the Commnist Party amo a. 
in Bo He advised that he did not know of any other tha Ce 
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He agreed that he would kee; Agent's inguiry strictly to ninsell. 7c Dp 
7 


He advised that he did not feel free to put hime*lf in a rosition of re- 
ferring information to this Bureau of a political nature but he unquestionably 
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would inform this office should he hear of anything which would be detri-~' > .- 
mental to this Government's best interest. He further advised. that this: arene ioe 
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office couid feel free to call upon him for any specific inquiry or. . nh gl bre 
specific recuest and that he would keep the matter conficential. | i, : 
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1. Two copies of pamphlet entitled "Democracy Aid The so 
. People Today" by MAX YERGAN. " ce 
2. Copy of pamphlet entitled "Jim Crow in Naticnal aatailees Pi Oba 
issued by Los Angeles Council of the National Negro Conrress, 
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Will establish the background of the following .- vd 9a ok Son 
people who are active in the Eastern New Ingland:=> ~,; 
Congress for Equal Opportunities: © | — eT es Mage 
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Will interview 

of the National Association fo » Adyvanc eman’ 
People, and who, according to 

of this office, resigned from the NAACP be 
Communist infiltration. 
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FEDERAL LUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


This Case Qriginated at NW YORK CITY i File No. 100-619 _ 
Report | Mad® At Date Fade Period Report bade By : 
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2,34 .14085 


RICHYOMD, VIRGINIA 5-14-41 
Title 
(NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS INTERNAL SECURITY — R 


Character of Case 


Synopsis of Facts: Various informants at Newport News, 
Virginia, contacted for information 


a regarding this organization with 
| negative results. 


i 


Resort of Special A. ent andl > 
Richmond, Virginia, dated January %, 1941. 6/C 


AT NEVPORT NiO, VIKGINIA 


was Questioned concerning the existence 
cf this organization in his areca, and he stated that he had 
never. heard of such an organization functioning in the city or 
vicinity of Newport News. 


sivised that they did not know of any organized ectivilies 
gol this nature in Newport Nevs or vicinity and stated that the 
only type of Communistic activity which has exist:d in the £106,D 
lewport Nuws arvana wee nily has becn that of on: or tin Nerroce3 


headed b 


roWweVer, they statcd that this activity fis Meer ee 
limited of late and has never reached any svcrious preportions. 
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all contac ormetion concerning the activities of this 
orpanization with negative results. a 
L 


| tated that none of the Commmist¥ront 
Organizations are functioning in that vicinity and that sbout the 
only activity of a Communistic nature which has ever occurred there 
has been occasional meetings, by that meaning outdoor specches alon 
the waterfront, 


i .. thet he did not believe any of the o7?P 
orpanizations o ¢ Communist Front type were functionireg in the 


Newport News areca and that the only plaice where it wis likely that 
there would be any Communistic propaganda or teachings of any sort 
would be at the Huimpton Institute, which is a Negro schccl located it 
Hampton, Virgini3. He advised in this connection th2zt he did not have 
any definite information on the subject and it was mercly 2n impressicn. 
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This file is being maintained in a pending stitus to cover 
leads in other scctions of the Richmond Ficld Division. 


e: ft *. 


a. 3 
ae 
ct 3 
4 


| MATT ADL e 3 ie 
| ete O% = 


- PENDIIIG - 


Se 


, wd . -~ y hag . 
Pol abd ok alia 
be yy 72 


—— 
° 


#7. Dest 


4 ‘ 


, 


4 P 4 
+¥ +4 2 
'- 
- —-~—e owe 


otg5*, 4 


ms 4 " 
** . / 
eee owe tle eer ae 
. * mS. ; 
“ 


c ¥. 


- : 
a ee a os oe Siti ee ee ee ee : a ~~ a | 


750 (2-7-79) { 
\ 


f., a XXXXXX 
; XXXKXd 
XXXXXX 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where — > 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


D Deleted under exemption(s) fé) f 7?) 4 2) with no segregable 


matcrial available for release to you. 


Ms i eat ms 
, “ ot 44 te . - 
«Sao RTE PR a 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyv(ies): 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


“2 
* 
> 
; | . 
; 

*. 

. 2 
- A 

as 

> 
er 
“> 
Tf. 
a: 
(2 

@ 

vw 


[) For your information: 


} 


vA The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Ll- 4 7X & a 


’ e aes i Th fog 6 
‘ P es - 8 2 
‘ ‘ ' ay eh “ at «- WX. ow sf - 


XXXXAXXXXAAARXXAXXARX 
DELETED PAGE(S) 2 
NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ 


FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXXXAXAAAXAAXAXAR 


ie - 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK CITY Fie NO. 100.3633 : BD. 7. mJ 


o- s 
REPORT MADE AT . 7 DATE WHEN MADE - | are 


A ree 


- 
- 


ry, : 
AP Be 
° > ed 
AS a Rs 


WEN YORK CITY 5/22/41 1/2077 
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OyatTIONAL NEGRO CCNGRESS 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


e LONAL NEGRO CONGRESS is definitely 
controlled by Communist influence and at 
the present time does not have mich influ- 


ence over the Negro race as a whole. 


pth 


Report of Special Agent Ga ....: 


1/9/41, at Omaha, Nebraska. 


Vi Sec tha 
ne NATIONAL NEGRO CONGESS 
Pras Orpanized in March of 1936 in Chicas 


xivised tha speciilic purposes and airs of 

the Natimal Negro Congress were to ' etter the 
conditions of the Negro; to oppose lynchings of 
Negroes and to —s _employment for tl:e Negroes _ 
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throughout the United States and to oppose police brutality ‘ane ay 4 tg ee 3 
certain: sections of the United States, where this was common '.:4” « RA ae fe ee 
practice. He advised that during the first two years that — | 
the Congress operated, practically all of the more or less 
prominent Negro individuals of the United States were very much 
in sympathy with the Congress and took an active interest in 
same. He stated that at the convention which was held in Wash- 
ington, D. C. April 1940, there were approximately 1200 dele- i i 
gates and that up until thie time he had not been aware of any =>: =|} gs 
Commnist influence in the Congress. He stated however, that.at :: Sa 
this convention, whenever any resiutions were introduced, if they *: «| % 
were in any way opposed to the Communist Party line, the certain 
groups that attended the convention would immediately set in 
motion the procedure which would defeat the resolution ani that 
the same was true when any resolutions were introduced which would n 
aid the cause of the Conminis t Party. He advised that because of 
his procedure which was placed effe : ne convention, 
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 persusded to go along with the sammnd st influence in the ~ ,. |. 

Congress , having in mind the thought that even though it appeared” | 

that the National Negro Congress was now controlled by Communist. — 
influence, it might still be a good thing for the Negro race as a 
whole. : 


las :By elle at Many Other prominent negro individuals 

érom ‘ais support from the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. 

advised that MR. PATERSON who ran for Congress from ChitaZo o& 
Communist Party ticket was made Chairman of the Resolution Commi t tee 
at the Congress ‘held in Washington in April of 1940. He also ad- 
vised that JAMES FORD, who ran for Vice-President of the United 


States on the Communist Party ticket was also very active in the 
NATIONAL NEGRO CON GPRES 
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joes not consider the National Negro UOrigress vo be of any im- 
portance at the present time or to have any influence anong the 
Negro people, and that the Congress itself has practically died out, 
The only time that a meeting is held at present being on occsions 
when the Communist Party desires to create some interest amorg the 
Negro people to convince the Negroes tiat toe Communist Party is 
trying to do sanething for the Negro race. 
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a womreun Negative information pertaining to 
"i above orzanization in Stxtes of 
Montana and Idaho, Casco referred 
upon cozrleticn nendins information 
furnished by confidenti:z1 informants 
of the Butte Office, 
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Report made At: Date When Kade 


ALBANY, NEW YORK : 5/22/41 


a Character of vUase 
cerca WwiGRO COi.GRESS INTERNAL SECURITY=-R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Investigaticn in the territory coverei by 
the Albany Field Division fails to disclose 


L the existence or presence of the above 
¥ entitléd organization. 


- RUC - 
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Bureau teletypes dated 12/17/40 and 1/22/41. 47 
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REFERENCES : 


DETAILS: 


> 


Ajtany office 
r2quested 49 develop 
full and complete information conc2rninr 
Subject orranization. was 29vised 
that this office was puarticuiarly int -r-sted 
in obtaining information concernins th2 date, 
place and circumstances of the orisin of this 
organization, tne personal history of each 

ie officer, both local andi national, a list of 
| : = the sponsors of this organization, th: ains 
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Approved and Forwarded te 
. . : 
TT agese IUNT? 1989! 


' So! ey 
opies of this; yeport 
- Bureau ~ 
2 - New York (E.J.CONNELLEY, Asst. ,. 
Director ) 
1 - Buffalo (Information) 
J = Albany _ one LEM Forrpy, 


os. 
. ml wy os 


J 


a . ge. me 8 : ig a ce “ _? 
' P. 7 \. . 


ee 


vel 
N CONTAINED? 


LASSIFIED 
BY 


TT 


MATIO 
UNC 


Pan” ie) 4," 


wan 
y Lae “as ‘ 
is hd Tt ' ) AS is re >i es. va} 


ry 

7 

5 
SLAWALE A 


s ey F #, 
, 5 a'i¢ 


ALL INFO! 
HERE 
DATE 


‘ews 


; a +. & =>. - , a = ° . aa - oe 
aie iat i TO ae SS ay a em. +! ye ele Ss a OD Te 

an - ot —" “me 4 Oe Qaew 2 . igs hg Oy ee 

' é ° s . Ca he r oe = aap PS See —- : ad _" * - * -. wr? a> ; of F - mete, A “& _ 


"se ° 3° “ae ~~ .* Gite én 


td 


—» 


a* ~ tae ' +” 
_‘ @: by 
Me . ; ' : . 
etd ae . ee 
. - 2 
° ¥ 


ee tA 


c 


ei 


connections, ramificati otal membership, bdcth 27 
national and by state. was also requested to 


obtain and forward to this office any available literature 
issued by this organization, 


this office requested 


evelop full and complcte information concerning this 
organization, 


On January 30, 1941, QD of the Bureau J7C 
of Corporations of the Department of State, of the State of 


New York, advised Special a of this 
office, that this organization is not listed as being in- 


corporated in any county within the territory cover2d by the 
Albany Field Division. 


s of St. lawrence, J 


_— e 


and 
all advise that this organization does not exist in ‘he above 
named Counties at the present time. 


compiete 2 orousn investiga “Os> countics 


coming within their jurisdiction and, inasmuch as cnly 
negative information concerning this organization was 2s- 
certained, no report was submitted. This fact was verified 
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Will continue making appropriate inquiry in the various 
citics in this territory, and report the results of that 
investigation. 
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Will continue making appropriate inquiry in the various 


cities in this territory, and report the results of that investigation. 
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hat a few years ago she and several 
scuss the advisability of forming a 


‘ chapter of the National Negro Congress here i: Kansas Ciiy; 


that it was decided that the ilational Associztion for the 
Advancement of Colored People twok care of any activities 
that the other group could handle; that such a chapter 
here woule be unnecessary; that she attended ea regi onal 
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Cyt Sy ae Tega Sie, 
meeting in Chicago eeveral years ago of the National Negro *= *” Nets 
Congress; that she heard nothing to indicate there was any 

Communism in it at that time; that she was not prepared 

to say whether there is a Communist element in the ‘National 

Negro Congress at this time; that she knows no Comiunists 
and belongs to no Communist organizations or clubs that 
have any Commnistic elements to her enlaege. 
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president. 


have a high standing among the Negro 
people in the community. 
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2 ° 
Td District headquarters of NAAA now set up NBs 
eae in the office of the Fort Worth Mind, ete 
negro newspaper. Recent efforts to a? ({U A i 
ize groups in Marshall, Weatherford, 
Wichita Falls, Texas, and Ardmoye, Okla- a 
homa. Attempt was made to organize among /”* 
negro draftees at Camp Wolters at Mineral 
Wells, Texas. Active groups at Tyler, 
Kilgore, Lufkin, Henderson, Hawkins, and 
Vernon, Texas. Dallas and Fort Worth 
groups expanding rapidly. Houston, Texas, 
alleged to have 100 members. Close rela- 
tionsrip indicated betweer, NAAA and NAACP. 
Leaders of NASA at Fort Worth also inter- 
ested in negro vocational training and 
ere attempting to enlist members in the 
North American Aviation plant at Grand 
Prairie and the Consolidated bomber plant 
now under construction at Fort Worth. Re- 
cent jinformation reported by n= 
dicates NAAA is a branch of thefWational b7P 


Negro Congress which is not estab , : 
definitely to date. AL a aa TY * ‘Of. COTA 
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rr ° 994 
DETAILS: 


Eee the dite of last report,’ 
has been constantly in attendance at various group meetings of the Negro Achieve- 


ment Association of America and also has Seted in oreani zal jer afforts Of 

the group, working directly under This 
4rformant has been interviewed on ¢ SEuris Dy rep y agerey ad @dd.ional - 
information secured by him which he has sub.itted reports 

have been made available to the Dallas Division There, £7 C |; 
is set forth hereinifter information Trike tl mf 


The informant reported Ae on April 10, 1941, he was in Dall 
time he conferred wit 
Be CSvion 9 
ganizer, whose headquarters are in Fort Wortn. On 
this occasion, stated to the inforuint that he was having difficulty 
in getting men suner at the North American plant but was continuing his 
effort to organize a group there. On ate the info:mant returned to 1-77 
Fort Worth where he found 2 note ‘ron alg thit he would be gone 
from Fort ‘iorth for four days while he wisited towns in the vicinity of 
Houston, Texas. 


On »pril 10, 1941, the informant attended a m2c+ing at 1210 L7c 
Cannon Street, Fort siorth, which was attendcd by 12 member: of the For: \iorth 
group. The meeting was attended by 

»ssociation for Advancemen 

45 3150 a member of the Negro ‘chievemcnt issociation. On this 
occasion stated thit the National Association for Advancement 
of Colored People wis glad for any assistance the Negro jchilevement issocia- 
tion might give to them in their fight for the negroes, ani th-t at any time 
the Natianal Associstfon for Advancement of Colored People could be of help 


to let them khow. It was statcd that the latter organizaticn has endorsed SY 
the party progrim of the Negro ichievement Association. : \ 


On April ll, 1941, the infoimant me of the Fort Worth ° 
group, who stated that he would hzve >] porter Tam © eral Fort zf 
Worth buildings during the cov scent. SE to the 5 ) 

liked the movement of the Negro Achievement Association, tne1sht the ideals SE 


were fine for the American negro, He gave his assurance t> put the pr>gram 
over in Fort Worth. 47 C 


J4%L1, the informait :.tended 2g 
vhich was h«ld at th. home of 
ort Worth. Twenty negroes were vrciectnt at tris ope 


tte 


“>. 
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ting, #11 ef whom had attended meetings before, with the exception a 
aie: for a Mother's Day celebration were made, but these plans did not 67 
ater materialize. Nothing of importance occurred at this meeting, but the fact 
was stressed that membership must be increased. 
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On April 12, 1941, the informant came to Dallis, where he received 


.& report of the meeting of the Dallas group held on the prev sous Friday night 
from his wife who has joined the Dallas group vities. 


It was 
. > Dallas meeting was held at home of 47¢, 
RI The meeting was presided over by 
new menibers were inducted. 


The Dallas group likewise appointed a committee for 
the Mother's Day celebration, but the plans did not apparently materialize. 


On his return to Fort Worth on April 12, 1941 4nformant met 
= told him that the district council of th+ National Associa- 
=on the \dvancement of Colored People was to hold a three-day mecting 


from April 25-27 inclusive, mee s to be at the St. James Biptist Church. 27C. 
He requested that either or informant attend thes= meetings. 


On Pye - 
at the home of one 


the ensuing discussion, ormant icarned tf 


> . ned dainne with 
or ° 


‘es .one of the first 
: eo} mentin Fort Worth, but w-s ‘bad graces et that tine with- 
me told informant that the time was gettirs right for then, 
as leaders of the negroes, to demand some of the things thzy should hae. She 
stated thit they should get these things even if they had to fight foe then 


Informant asked her what she meant by "fight" and she stated that if necessary, 
ths megroes could sta revolution. When asked whet she h:d against the 
people of Amctica, 


eplied that the "g-- d-- white man does rot intend “ 
for the G60uthern negrp or any other negro to enjoy any privileges." 


On april 14, 1941, the info:-nant again contested 
n an effo . arn something ¢ ne nz the parvy 


4 
ame she told the informa at’ she Was not attending meetings of the party ° ss 
‘ bra borth, «s she hud 4 gorse ada sh, witl 
p 


, 

nad removed rom hor 6 ¢ ar oi the Fort Worth group and hac PIC 
iced her wit tated that hreatened 

to harm her if she told of any of the actiy sof the local isovement to any 

police officisls. She told informant tha nad ways of finding out b7C 

those things from the police depar anformed that 3 cclored boy was aie | 

hurt some few months ago by age for taiking too auch. Inquiry | 


28 to how the bey wis burt that he wes hurt in an «é: tomo= | 
bile accident. She would no 
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On April 14, 1941, the informant met 
that he wanted to see him on the following day. On this occasi told 
info ressure would have to be put on East Texas just as soon as poss- 
ible, reported that 100 people attended a meeting of the group at £76 
Houston, that Houston is well over the top at the present tine. ‘Informant 
inquired as to the other towns in that territory, and stated that San 
Antonio was getting along slowly but that pressure wou e brought on there 


also. He inquired if the informant could travel a few days ont said he would 
discuss the trip later. 


f 
On the sane day the info talk a the/Fort Wor Worth — 
Mind. It is to be noted hereinafter that who is donnected with this ne negro 
‘paper, takes an increasingly important part in the subject crganization. 


On April 15, 1941, t t met SM at wnicn 476 
time they had a lengthy discussion. tated that it would be necessary 
to put pressure on the various lead Oo get the membership un to quota. He 


then told the informant that he wo ro to Marshall and Tyler, Texas 
during the coming week to assist a n getting thinzs going in East 
Texas. 


degs “ 
eee 
’ ’ ’ / ° , 


- 
- 


pm: 
this occasion SS -S he hed had a conference rye 


a negro, who is president of the Negro Youth Gongress. He ‘. 
w2S Gisplexsed with the work in =njd unl<ess results were ob- 
tained a new leeder would have to be found. me... that the plan at KS 
the present time was to organize negroes in all walks of liie. In discussing Soe 
the proposed Mother's Day program, he stated that they should be followed in > 


quick order by other mass meetings to get the negroes interested. Informant S 
inquired of AD to whether a group had been orginized in : “SY 
and he replied tn:it there hid been but did not give any detsils,. twins 
again told informant that he must cont«:ct a man at the Mortn Ancrican Aviation 
plant to =s startcd and, if necessary, to pay exoenses of the first 
then exhibited to inforiant a check for {59.09, sieu 
the Negro Youth Congress of America made psy2ble ai 
Fort worth. This check was for the National Association for 

vencement of Colored People to assist 3 ing expenscs at the district 

meeting to be held in the near future. also infornei the executive 


board of the Negro Doctors Association was meeting in Fort iiovyth that night, . bet 
ond that he was going to speak to them in a special session. He stated that 


ctors from all over the State of Texas would be pr:sent, including y 
of Tyler, a member of the Negro Achicver.ent Aserci-tion of America, “ © 


On the occasion of this conference — advised 
the informant thet he must know what is going on in the inner circle cf the 
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party b asa y would be in various parts of Texas getting the movement 
going. i :.:: informed while he was absent from Fort worth, he received 
a list of the members from Houston, Texas, Shreveport, Louisiana, and Tyler, 


Shreveport and Houston were sent a letter of O.K. for their members. 
advised that he was going to Mineral Wells, Texas, on the following 


morning to try and line up a group t here. It is to be -_ that Camp Wolters 


? 
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is located at Mineral Wells. With reference to Houston, stated that the 


movement was going uxder several different names. He advised that the Oklahoma 
set up would need some help. 


Informant learned that (ad attended a meeting of the 
executive board of the Negro Doctors Association, presenting the set up of the 


Negro Achievement Association, a great amount sion ensuing thereafter. 

It was learned that a letter would be sent to givirge him an answer 

to th =rd's endorsement of the Nggro-Achievement Associ:tion. It was learned 

chat il stated at this meeting that it was time for the negroes to join 

some real power and get some of the things they needed and deserved. He dis- 
cussed cases of different negroes who had tried to enter viricus medical 7, 
colleges but hid been refused attendance. He statcd tht the. United States is b C 
helping foreign countries who are down on various rices of people and the — 
country is almost ready to fight for them. He t ssbid whet the United States 
had done to help the negroes and their rights. ora.cated on bembings ae 
of 12 or 13 negro houes recently in Dallas, Texrs, and ask:d what the government Na 
had done to stop such things. ne szid"whcen the United States nesds us 
most, it is time to demand a better underst«nding one way or the other." At 

i int one of tne negro doctors inquired 4s to whit could te done and 
eid -:::-: that unless things change “we will fight for what we want." 
e stated that some of the negrocs will los: their lives tut will make it 

possible for other pdople to live. Someons asked how the negrves were going 
to get things to fight with, but the chairman at tha mecting asked ths the 
question not be answered .nd that-a committe would be app>inted ty th: Asso- 
ciation to contact ths proper person about the Negro Achiev. nent Association 
movement. It was also learned that f Tyler spoke and gave his 
approv:l of the Negro Achievement Asscciation. He was apr-inted on the committee 
to give endorsement to the Negro Achievement Association. Informant stated that 
the Doctors Associ-tion has over 1,000 members in said org7:izition. 


On April 16, 1941, informant had breakfast wit of 
Tyler and discussed the East Texas problem. statec th * he was having 
trouble getting things in ordir. He statei thet Kilgore sd Herdersor. should 
have a lorge membership if he could get son help. He e.dvired inform nt that 
he would try to get the Doctors Association to _ 7 perty tut tnat it 


would be 2 hard job. -The informant learned that “ent to Mincvel Wells 
on april 16, 1941. : 


‘a 


fas 


Se Ss se ee ee 2 


 B956 


e.¢ 


DALLAS Ht: 100-1,36 


On April 17, 1941, a meeting of leaders was held at 1120 Craw- 
ford Street, Fort Viorth, and informant attended th meetin. Those present 


cluded th info Nay 
, and stated that whije in Houston, . 
Texas, he h nference wien a representative from the New York office and 


was told that the group was getting along too slowly for the New York office 
and said that pressure would have te be put on the various leaders. He stated 
that various members of the district board would visit the tcovns to help them 
get on their fect and also to get new movement ys where none exist. 
On this occasion the check for $50.00 drawn b -f the Negro Youth 
Congress, was officially presented to ‘€ a3sSistance of the 
National Association for Advancement of eople. On tnis occasion 


also reported that he had contected a negro soldier at Mineral Wells 
ut did not enlarge upon it. 
27 


On April 18, informant proc::eded to Dallas, 
thereafter conferring with concerning the Jer ctors Asso- 
Ciation endorsement of the Negro’AchRevéement Association. was invited 
to attend the meeting of the local group cn that night. 

tended the meeting of the Dalles group, at which 24 pert" were present. 
cmployce of North American Aviation at Grand Prairie, Texas, 
ated he w:s having difficulty in getting the men together and asked for 
help. a: that this industrial plant was impert>nt and that all 
ease and Car must be tzken in hindling the work; that he did pot desire to 
heve it known that they nod a represent the plant. ossured 
= - cooperation. At this meeting of this group, stated that the 
alles Negroe Chamb:r of Comnerce was ready to receive al} informxtion they 
could ga in order té consider endorsement of the Negro Acii:venent Associa- 
tion. At this meeting spoke of the meeting of th: .merican Peace 
Mobilizxtion, stating th=t pcovle from all over the United St:tes were present. a o 
He stated the meeting was held to help American negroes w:k2 up and help them 
selves to defend thensclves. He informed that the sole pupese of the Negro 
Achievenent Association was to help the American negroes d2f<nd themselves in 
All walks of live. He said that he could not enlarge on tne Subject but would 


at a later datc. Three new members were taken into the org nizition 2t this athe 
mceting. 


| On April 19, 1941, informant contoct «i ‘n Fort 
Worth, at whicn time he advised him that he was to go to '1%  Tox-s d ring the 


following week, perticulirly to check on the abili'y of as loide> 
in thrt section. He instructed Informant thet informatioy ur2d should 
be discussed only with him and should make no report to 

cuss the district office. He instructed informant to cj 

finances as to whrt had been taken in, as he suspected 
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funds of the orginizztion. Informant was instructed to mak3 only one public- 
appearance in each town and sec if possible that other movements can be started 
in the san. town without the previous leaders' knowledge. Informent was in- 
structed to get a list of all respected colored pegple, and not to mention 

at any time the name of the Communist party because it might ceuse an investi- 
g:tion by the police which the ; ation does not wants, With reference. to 
this trip, he also striped tha nould accompany, fermany = Mar= 
shall, T<xas; th:t he selected a group °° pe d 

that he wis to ta 21k wit ‘about a chaimnan for the town. in- 
formed his that they wantcd a man who is not easily frightens and who will b r¢ 
stand up for his rights. He adviscd that the Marshall chajrn'n, whoever was 
selected, snouid be instructed to get as many young negroes from the negro 
Co.leges in that tovm as possible. 


On April 19, 1941, tne informant also cont acto: CT _ 
ae . stated 35 members wore present at the Fort Worth meting on the previous 
micht. 


On april 20, 1941, informant, con in Pallas 
concerning the Nertn wacricean Aviation — UD. wan han to s.t a date 
for a mezting, pu rant told him = could not as - 4id not know 


whet ¢ oO ould attend. steted that thc «uttendance of 
(28 all that wes necessary and he thought a visit with the bors would 
much good. 


On the same date, informant returned to Fort’ h where be met 
—- 0 strted that he hed received a telegram from ssking that the 
orm uot cone until Tuesday afternoon. Gr. 


lll: On April 21, 1941, informant had breakfast «it Se... a, 
cemen 


at which time he stated thst the National Associstion for sdvan 
of Colored People five-stite district meeting would be held in Fort Worth the 
last of thet week. He stated important negroes from throughout the country 
would be present. Discussion was had as to the President's wife, Mrs. ROOSEVELT 
backing down on helping to sponsor the r o>) they are giving on April. 25, 
apparently by the Negro Youth Congress. stated the Negro Youth 


eerees should al ten better than to use her nase and sucgcsted that the 
ae us aution in using people's names. On this occasion 
to sit in on one ~f the private executive meetin 


eeet »ssocisztion for,’ en’. Of Colored Feople as ris p-reomal 
gucst oe stated that he wante and informant to itt=nd all n-zetings 
mae ay On this occasion there was .. discussion about rrtting more colored 
employees in the various defense projects lined up. 


et @°&%? abba a 


~ ‘See a oo “_? 


- 


DALLAS # 1003436 


_ se 


After the above incident Jn and inforiaant (at 
suggestion) proceeded to f the Consolidated Aircraft bomber plant ° 
now under construction. is....:: to see if he couli line up some men 
bers. At the plant it was determined that men had to for jobs at the £70 
union off t 2001 East 20th Street, in Fort Worth. Ginmap::-: talked 
=i al business manager of the union d asked him viio could join the. 


union and how much it cost. According to svated that t 
$10.35, but that one could join for »2.35 without so much red tape. 


then told informant that ghere are a number of colored people who want wor 
at the plant and if tney could pay the $2.35 for some of the men to join the 
union, these men would be under their hand and would do anything that they 
were asked to do. Informant suggested that he did not like such a set up and 
it might be wise ek authority from higher authorities before undertaking 
stated he would write about the idee, not stating to 
then told im that he could not tell him becuse he had orders 
0 rone at the present time from whom he took orders. At the union 
office end infor found about 100 negroes who were asked fcr work, 
most o em had no money asked some of these negroes if they would ™. 
like for someone to help them secure jobs at the plant, and they said they 
would. He said that he could not say that could be done, but } the nemes ™ 
ses of soix2 of the boys who were interested. Ag:in iscussed 
in East Texas and stated that informant was being s«nt to ch3ck on 


record as he knew he should heve reported more imcney than he had. 
e had received figures from white organizer, on the East Texas 


21 22, 1941, the informant went to Tyl?r, Texss, 92 e 
called on in his office on Wall Street. He check2! 
records but Iound they were not up to date. His records disclosed lOO members 


in the organization in Ezst Texas and only »30.00 on hand. ‘sien asked if he 

hed 2 list of members with their names and addresses, he s:ii he did, but did 
notsnow it. Informunt told him this list must be in the distsict office in yoc 
Fort worth no. later than Monday, April 28, i941. sat inquired as to 
—_ of Henderson, Kilgors, and other places where cd organizations. 
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Claimed he did not have separate lists of euch town. xe was instructed 
O prepare such lists, showing the officials of the groups. 


In ‘t, i: meeting that was to be calli 3 on the occasion 


of informant's visit, statcd that hc though it not wiss to have a large 
meeting but had_invited some members who were inter:csted to rttend the small A 
meeting. Then told infornar hat he has 2 movement under wey >t hawkins, — 
Texas, with as leader. Informant in- 


quired if he Bad dénc anything about the Texas College, Ty!« negro college, - 
whic 12d instructed hi: to discuss cc at 
B7C : 


< 


pats # 100-4 Sell 91992 
had talked with who had been present at the mecting. 


On April 22, 1941, at 6:30 >. ae and informant went 
to 305 South Palace where the following negroes were present: 


Tyler, Texas 


a 
| & 
yaa .......:: 
exas Lollege y ~~ ¢ 3 
; } 


Tyler, Texas 


ae 


Tyler, Texas 


exas 
x Wye. 


Informant wes introduced and the group advircei that informant 
was there to determine the progress the movement had made -nJj to learn why 
instructions had not been carried out. Informant advised thc group thst eccord- 
ing to the Fesores, there were 100 members in East Texas, but that non of 
these members had been approved by the district office, tht > list of the 
members in the various towns had not been submitted to the district offics 
per instructions at the district meetings st Fort Worth on Murch 264929. 


at this octine said it woul! b: unwise 'o ster > tal 
the movement at the Texis College sinc? would be out on i/x: 17. Hovev or, ane 
it was decided that a sufficient number of resident students ould be % han of ag Se 
and to go ahe2c with this movement. - = Sony tee 
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(NEI: = «2.12 vecin tmnoas- 
ately to get a dents to become mumbers ci the movement, ie) a 


of Hawkins, stated that he could get things started if 
he knew more about the group. 
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Inquiry was made of the informapt about how much money had been 
sent into the district office, and he told them he did not have this informa- 
tion. The group wanted to know, and seemed to thing that all the money paid 
in had not been submitted. 


At this necting (inn: ¢ Henderson, reported her 
group was doing fine and that she had a paid up group of 30. She said she 
sent her list to ee nut had not received the approved list batk from 
the district office crt Worth. (Informant states that no list had been 
received from ca: at that time). 


On the arr ival of elepioned b? 

erty ing Parlor -nd told hat informant had 4 
arrived i: = 1 Informin Mort iyv fheresaite oben) |! led by & man 
named and another 
negro by the name o stated that ret ormed him / 
of informant's anticipsted arrival. formant stated that was very 
enthusiastic and stited that he felt he could serve as leader in Marshall. 
Arrangements were made for meeting on the following mornins. bac 


On April 23, 1941 nét with inforsciagt a re 
at People's Undertaking Parlor, ae ::: that a movement = 
started among the students at the two negro colleges at Mirsenall and 
that he felt he could develop a good organization in a shert time. 
stated Mirshall needed some type of movement to wake up the negro rece and 
that the Negro Achievenent Association was the one most likely to succeed, 
Nothing of importance took place at this mi. s inform.nt refused 
& seoretary for the roup, “though lal wanted the job and nee 
wanted the the barber. It will be shown letcr in this report 
selected another individual to le::! th> Marsh->ll group. /~- 


- Tee 
After the above ncet ing, inquirei cf informant. if ~ . 
his books were in order,and the info replied that he ccuJ¢ not say rut ‘3 


that he should submit a list of members according to cities. 
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moons 


i) 24, 1941, the informant was back in Fort Worth, at . 
which ine a: invited him to attend an executi 
National AsSociation for Advancement of Colored People. At 

residence, informant learned that he was out of town. Inf-rMaltt’ then contacte 
ame-.: advised him that he had an employee of every building in town 


at had promised to join the Fort Worth group. 47 C 


On the same evening, the informant attended the executive 
meeting of the National association for Advencement of Colcred People, at which 
tine a talk was had about the district meeting to be held on Friday, Saturday, 


and Sundey, at t. Janes Baptist Church. at e) 
by the name o spoke about the aopearance of 
his appesrance 'apparently being sponsored by the Negro Racé Congress*or the 


National Negro Congress. The informant stated that the neaticnal office of the 
Nation2z2l Association for Adv2ncement of Coiored People had aprroved 
appearance. It was stated that appearance be discussed 


ith no one as no public announcement wo e made, at this ¢ PaUifh it was 


voted that a petition be sent to the national office concerning PLULZP )BERSON. 

f. discussion was also had, resulting in a decision that no conversatMons should 

be had during the district meeting of the National Associcticn for idvancement wea 
of Colored People which would indic:te that that organizaticn is ge. what 

might be termed a radic2]1 view in connection with the demands cf the hegro race. 

One of the menbers at this meeting inquired as to whether ‘* would be possible 

for the government er police to attend these meetings and ‘+c report them. The WN 
answer wes "Yes", strting that the officers were active at the present time a, 
because of conditions throughout the country. It was stated that it would be 

wise to watch every person, particularly tnose who asked questions and any 

strancers who might show up at the meetings. This meeting of the executive 

committes of the National associstion for Advancement of Co$cred People at S 
Fort Worth definitely indicates that there is close associztion between the 


Negro Achievement Associstion and with some of the officizis of the National 
ASsociation for Advancment of Colored People. 


Le 6.) 
On the morning of April 25, 1941, informan* 12t with 3 
briefly at which time he inquired about his trip to East T-x:s and eis 
CX 35 6 ge. aR: 


informed him th:it he hid about the same luck on his trip into Wast 
Later day, met with inforvant and inquired xs to how he found 
records, at which time infornant indulged the > rults of his 


Ss previously set out herein. Inforwant repo st,, in his orinion, 
should have on hand $100 or more,tz which replicd tha’ he had 
a man down at Tyler who was checking act ey Wey at*.ended 


the meeting informant attended. This man ormed that should hive 


accounted for £200 or more, which indicated that informan. was right jin report 
ing chat a «=> short. 
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e After discussing the East Texas situation, Gp .:.: infor- 


mant that thé Cornmunist Party does not tolerate stealing or enything unbecoming 
on the part of any of the leaders and that most assuredly iD... have 


to be removed as leader of the exas group. There was @ discussion about 
the possibility of instaisine lll leader of the East Texas group. cj 

an. was advised by fhe informant t he had learned about a group 
at Kilgore which ‘is headed by a man named ut thay ic not attend 
the Tyler meeting. 


A7C 


In discussing his trip QM stated that he had been to 
Weatherford, Mineral Weils, and Wichita Falls, Texes, and mide investigations 
and found it would be necesgary to make some changes for sbout tbe sage reasons 
that a change would have to be made in the East Texas gro.r. stated 
that he was glad that he was not the une who appointed these j=aders, as that 
would put him in "dutch" with the Party for so doing. did not enlarge 
upon his trip to West Texas or nane the leaders of the moveient there at that 


time. : ; LIC 


After this discussion, —_ told the irformant that he thought 
he was 0.K. and was going to see if he could get to. give hin more detailed infor- 


mation and also “ “ee him to attend seme other meetines-which were held at Re 


Fort Worth. stated to informant thet he had been on tril and still 

was because he wanted to be cert in that he was net connectei with any govern- 
ment agency -- advising the infora2nt that he hoped he dij rect fail him because 
there wes é world of joformstion he shoul! know which he «:uld give him when 
£pproval was given. ‘arned infosnant that the Ca.manist Party has varie 
ous ways of finding out vho 2nd whet peooie do and cautioned him not to let him 


down. bre 
Infomnant reported that GHD 222: 2 public meeting of , 
the Nat{onal AssociZtion for Advancenent of Colored Peop}:, rut nothing was said 


at thi setine wich was radical. On the occasion of th: abov esion 
vith he m.ide 2 remark that he guessed 


night. mis is the first mention of 
which h2s teen made in severcl weeks, 


On Saturday, April 26, 1941, informant a-tended a public meet- 
ing of the National Association for Advanc f Colorei leople, at which 


time he talked with a negro b e name of from the E:st, and they talked 
about the Coinmunist ‘arty stated would nct te long before the 
Party would act «nd show the ican Govérnment the place it should give the 
negro in governmental affairs. inauired as to the prerriam of the Party 


in Texas and how long it had been workinc. 
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On April 27, 1941, and informant, with the man named 
GIB» -1:051y mentioned) and rom Tyler held a meeting. The East 
exas situation was discussed an Was asked CK he would 
succeed as leader. He did not agree to do so, txt was given a list 
of instruc in the event he should be appointed. ce ee 
‘iat 
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‘as a business neighbor of his an ia would 
1lm or anyone else any trouble. 


67C 
On April 27, 1941, informant attended a meeting === 
-ar0 S| which was held at 2923 Ross Avenue. Twenty members were 


was present at this meeting and stated he was now ready 
porters together and organize them into a group. 


formant reported that 6n April 28, 1941, he talked with 
and she inquired if he had attended the up-town meeting 
eld on the previous Saturday night. 


Pe 
He asked to what meeting she referred i 
and she stated that "we", the negroes, were invited to attend a white Com- iN 


munist meeting. She stated that whoever is in charge appoints someone to go 
and that possibly he would be chosen to go the next time. 


On the same day, tne informant talked t end ajivised 
him that he had appointe mae. by the nam 2s leader of the 
group at Wichita Falls. stat he 
ing and is married and has one cnild. 
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On April 29, 1941, the informant had a discussion with Bos 
the Fort, worth Mind gdncerning the past executi seting of tne National 
Association for Advancement of Colored People. MMM st it: J that this organi- 
zation should sdopt one stand and stick to it; that he was sc-red of the 
various stands the group tekes, then inquiring why they dii not come out 
straignt as Comnunists or stiy on the thing they claim to re. 


b°7C 
On ifay 1, the informant met with QM + hich time they 
t=lked about the possibility of holding a public open air m «ting at Greenway 


Park, Fort Worth and plan to hold the ai: following Sunday. The 


meeting wis deferred. On this occasion stated thet “he grour would 
give information to the members who are menbers in the variour buildings which 


would cause the members to try and influence the other wor'«rs. He ame 
with tireless effort, things could be put over. this ovc2sIion 
stated thst their chief aim is to organize the American merr> and tr; have 
him ready when "Uncle Sam" _f him to most, so that he wili rebel against 
e 


him, the governn:nt. told the info he vould be given a 
chance to attend one o white meetings. then teld informant 


. 


DALLAS # 100—4,36 
that he had me + Mineral Wells and asked about 
literature for the d told him that name literature was being £7¢ 
printed and that the organization must furnish a complete list of names and 


addresses of persons -- spparently those to receive the literature. 
also spoke of membership cards which were being printed. 


On this occasion, GHB 3,01 rec as to wnethe 


had been over to Fort Worth on the previous day. The occasion of her visit 
was to arrange the financi condition of the organization -- she being the 
district vressurer. QD thentold him that there would be receipt books 
given to €ach group, an 2b the sccretery of cach group would send in each 
month to the district office a complete record of the money received. 
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GE... sures that the organization wes being careful in 
ir relations with him to. be sure thet he was 0.K., but tht while he, 
ae was in Mineral Wells, he was given a straight O.K. for the two of 
em to get thein bes pether in the organizit work (apparently this 
is the result of ‘onference rs At this time, a dis- 


b7C 


States and s2id the puroose of tiis was to have the Aipe negro 
soldier on their side "if and when the ball sterts firing". dette Fora: 
hin that if they could enlist 50 negroes out of every negro armay camp, they would 
have a grest number of boys when the draft was over. He stated that 1f the boys 
in the camp would gct togethcr that they would be abis to handle the outside. 

He stated that contact work with the negro soldiers would t2 on week-ends when 
they left the camps. He said this phase of the work must te handled with quiet- 
ness. He then told informant that every Saturday night a lot of negro soldier 


8 a 
come to.Fort Worth emd he was going to heve a man ready ty Saturday right. He a 


oussion was had . to enlisting negro memters in the ariwed forces of ths United 


stated Prat they might temporarily use a room the Gem Hotel for such meet- 
ings, and that only the} nant and he would know the dctailed 
plans of the group. also stated that he wes givin an 0.K. to try and 
put members in all industrial plants. amne told him that he saw no 
necessity =cing men in the plant as there was no progrsn for the stoppage 
of work. tnen told him that unless things shaped up differently than 
what they are now there would be no Lamedinte trouble, but thst effort should 
be made to try and get a complete inside story on the plent for future uses, 
He again discussed the miss meeting to be held at Grecnway Fark -- which he 
‘Stated would be addressed by both negroes and whites. He stated that during 
the coming summer, meetings would be held all over the United States of a 


Similar nature and stating "we don't mind the public knowing about the meetints, 
but not the inside work", L2?¢,D 


. ma informed concerning a meeting vhich the informant 
referred to as the|Negro Race — probably is 1 meeting of the 


> = *u 
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National Negro Congress. This meeting is to be held in Houston during the period 

of the National Negro Baptist Sunday School Congress, which is to take place 

around June 5, 1941. He spoke of a who apparently will attenti the 

Houston meeting and whom he thought mig e induced to stop in Fort Worth and b SF 
address a mecting. 


The informant has previously advised concerning —_a 
GD «2. ing that he is a negro minister who is a leader of the negro Uo 


munists. bl 


te Ee ol 
ye BPE IOI IS Ao tp 
? 


— oh ; 


Ay 7 we te soe . ~ 
vy m ‘ ; 
, ~~ 


- a 
ow > .- >)” ay “= 


‘ he 6 far’, ” 
f-** wie °” xy’ a 


7 y 


[id 7 ROR berate) i ert oer 
- “i | 
, . . 


44 an 
“ ; 4 ve” gh , 
~ " 
a’ ss ’ 
* 
a, © 4 4 , ; 


On this occasion also advised the iwforment that he 
has been a member of the Communist Party for five years, during which time 
he has been in the Party circles and knows what it means not tc obey orders 
and to be caught with literature or other information on the rerson. 
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With reference to the Dallas sect up, a. ated : or 


s-ment would be stirted in Dallas under another name. He spoke of 
GME. 22:01 being placed in charge of the Dallas group. He also instructed ._ 
2 info 


riaant to contact the negro Chambcr of Commerce and thought he should -. 
have no trouble in getting this group lined up; also that he sh *in con- aN 
— about the Negro Doctors Association déndorsement. informed & 
that the various groups would be given chapter numbers and advised the inrormart 
as to chapter numbers in the following cities: 3 


Fort Worth 107-110 
Dallas lil-1l12 
Tyler 113 
Marshall 114-115 
Henderson 116 
Kilgore 117 
Hawkins 118 


additional chapt:'r nurders in 
jiscussed the appointment of 
.s the organizer for that 


usiness in Marshall, ¢ 
GUNN 22 b=! some ccntect with 


b7¢ 


for Dalles on that date, but before leaving Fort Worth he met 
whom he knew for some time in Kansas City, Misses 
a. 58)’ de" @) 2Ve OC ) pilbieh Se - © ele Je ars 


He advised that mad been wor 


an] Sen 


me att sm Ml i, ny ae lis l,l, 


e o 
e - 


e 


DALLAS # 100-136 


and supposedly has a church in Dares. (B01: him that he was in Fort 
Worth to speak before a group of white Iriends and did not enlerge upon this. 


Informant further advisei that on May 2, after 
he went to the Negro Chamber of Commerce anc conferred with 
reference to the Chaaber of Comnaerce backing the Negro Achicvexent &ssociation. 


steted that he thought he couli get the Board of Directors t@ approve 
encorseduent. ae eG 


rs ... contacted and statei the medicai essociation had 
not taken any action as yet, but he talked favorably concernirg approval. 


mn this trip the informant contacted 


-slt that he could not serve in that capacity, but agreed to 
the next meeting of the Dallas group. b7 C 


went returned to Fort Worth where he 
Fort Worth. This was at the Green- 
ject organization. In attendance at 
this meeting, besiizes and informant, the following persons: 


‘ 


b7¢ 


a briefly, stating he hopei to give all possitle aii to tne organi- 
zation; thet he would be glal to do whatever he could in Dellas. 


On May 3, 1941, the inforson ele 24 that 20k 7 SO 
him to which 


is the oflice of ¢% clpeitle Be, §65 MCLrO LL sover. | 
wav 2:4 


yanizing the negro draftees as w J] 2s enlisted soldiers 
n the arced cuaps. stated that the new group wou] ' be a relation 
group tetwcen the soldiers ani the Port Worth movement; en:' that if this systen 
proved satisfactory, other movejaents would be started in <-*-h r cemps. 
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— told that the informant would at 
meeting of the soldiers informant then cont «4 lan 
discussing the negro teachers ary problen (apparently subject organization 
will att issue of this in order to enlist negro teachers). It 


sas to attend a meeting -- which meeting he would address. 
ormant hat TD : in charge of trying to place 
ividuals on the colored National Youth Administration, but was meoting 


up with some difficulties. 


On May 3, whil ssing other matters with 
Gnformant was told that was a very strong Man i! 
and has done a of organizing in Houston as well as Dallas. 


advised that : in North Texas, he would atter:pt to persuade 
to take charge allas group. 


rf 
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On May 4, 1941, the informant attended a metting of the Fort 
Worth local Negro Achievement Association held in the Knights of Pythies Hall 
at Second and Crump Streets, resided, with about 15 in 
attendance. The meeting was 3 necro o is in 


the printing business at . sort hor © reported 

to be active in the St. Janes Baptist Church dis chairmen the Negro 

National Defensc School project. He told the group that he oat recently been 

elected chairman of the defense school and would assist the Coinmunist Party in 

effecting some aims. At the mention of the P; | told the 
g2nformant to go to the platform and 

r2me “a At the conclusion of 

gave a telk, stating [ow much the organization could 

that ats could be acCsamplished than some of the group migiit “hink they were 

able to do. When left the hall, he was stopped by wiio told 

him that hereafte ine 3 mecting never to use th: nine of the Party 

unless told to do so, stited the reason for tnis wis *hat they were 

not quite sure of all eaple present at the meeting. 


Informant advised 6n the moit.ing of May 5, 1541, Gas: 2: 
for him and thcy went to tne Consolidated Aircraft bomber site. could not 
et throu,sh the gnte but talked to a few mn standing around the pe Ory 
on EERE the group with reference to joining up vith the Ccmmunist _. 
ar ée told them that the Comaunist Party weuld be abli to do more for them 


than the present government; also that unless they belonged tc the erg2n ° 
ME iso t not be able to get jobs now or when the plant w:s comp] >ted. 
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also told this group the Party was so strong that they h:°9 caused w 


Son jobs throughout the United States. He told the grvur the were 
interested, they could find him around the union headquart: rs. told 


6” 


¢ 
> ©. Sees oe ie 


DALLAS # 160-1,36 ease 


«iy are. Lye, 


 : 
* .t 


x4 


\ 
\ E b2C 
informant privately Geta :::: would call a nati6n-wide strike within 


a, PD Toad . 


eae very few months. nlso discussed the possibilit; of using the office 


of the Fort Worth Mini as a front for receiving the organization's mail and 
for carrying on other business. | 


7 The * for: 3 *:2 inquired if the 
informant had eve~ .tet a stoted, was very popu- 
lar in Comuunist affairs 

6 7C 


On this occasion, informant elso reported tlt was pre- 
paring a list of women who attended the meeting of the Fort wor nd Cooking 
School in March. He stated that letters would be sent to this group of women 


for the purpose of orginizing them into a house wife leaguc. About 400 letters 
will be scent. 


™~ 

The informant reported that on May 6,:1941, he accompanied LING 

= Mineral Wells and contacted several negroes anc enieavordd to get S 
4 


some of _t) lead the movement -- which attempt was uns:cceseful at that 
time. also contacted a colored soldier boy at Mi:.ersl Wells, asking 
him if he would head a movement to ovenefit negro soldiers. The negro replied 


that it would ‘be a violation of his oath to do such, that he shculd report 
them to the police but would not if they left. £7 


On the return trip to F al tepred at Weather- 
ford, Texas, where he talked with one an emplcyee of the Hughes 
Motor Company, with neference to organizing a group in Weatherford. © is 
occasion, they also discussed affairs with a negro ernie of who 
is employed as a cook at the Mzsonic Orphan's home. t-ted he was very 


interested in a movement to help the negroes and would make a special trip to 
Fort Worth to discuss the matter. | 


‘ 


| the returp t: th, a ascertcined that ——— 
had and repairing post cards to be sent to various 


negro Ww .2 attended the F orth Mind Cooking School. 
—” £7C, 


— 
On Wednesday, tay 7, 1941, informant. left Fort North wi a 
a . 4:15 p.m. and drove to Ardmors, Oklahoma. On the trip 
stated that the Communist Party was going t> try and tie =p some o © est 


plants and factories in the next few weeks. He said that the Party must be 
ready when the bomber plant is finished at Fort Worth. He st:ted that white 


menbers 2f the Co:wmunist Party are gett ines shaped tip f::st in F-rt Worth 
and other pl-ces in Texas and Oklahome. and inform-nt arrived in 


around 7:30 p.m., going to a cafe and rooming hous? >sperated ty 4 
At 8:30 p.m. they were taken 7 a colored Bartist church where 
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they mct a white man who gave the nam Informant stated that 

this man was similar in appearance t nose phctograph he had seen 
previously. In this connection, eader of the Communist Part 

in the Stste of Texas. With reference to Ardmore meeting, informant Nai 
unable to learn the names of any of the members there, but stited that there 


were about : present, including soldiers from Camp Mci%urray. — 
stated a. on "What Chance H to win the War 
being the most radical one he had ever roars He said 
obtained the list of esent, but he Ma , 


where ad a private talk with 
said that tated that things were 
a very few Months. 


Under date of May 8,° 1941, dnformant report:d that, acting on 
instructicns, he went to the Quinn Vocational Building to attend the so-called 
National Defense School meeting, but that the real name of th: on, . 
is the Vocational Preparation Association of Fort Worth. wegro 
Ac. ievement Association menber, is on. the advisory group ils movement. 
ir: ormant advised that the apparent purpose of this organizat help the 
N.f..A. put vari:us negroes on certain jobs. On the same day, 
ti-: Gnformant ti:1t he would leave for Prairie View College to atten 
neeting and to contact Commznist Party members on the faculty. 

Giested the Gnfurmant to attend a mass meeting of the Naticni!. 

Aivar.icemer.t of Colored People at-whieh time 

ranking official of the Ngtionai Labor Re ons Board, Was scheduled to be 

the speakur. With refcrence to onsiderable information hss been 
received in the Dallas office that he is 4 Communist sympathizer or a Com unist. 


‘He is a former professor of Texas Christian University at Fort Worth, Texas. 


Informant renorted a conversation he had i EF the 
morning of May 9, 1941. At that time informant was readin: ao re of the Dallas 
Morning News which reported the 13th bombinz of negroes’ h i) Dallas, aC 
Informant wonde 9 wis behind this activity in Dallas. stated he # 
knew of who was connect-.d with the Communist Party xznd indi- 
cated that d something to do with this -- which w's fcr the purpose of 
kecping the negroes in Dallas stirred up. In this connection it might be stated 
that these negro bombings are the subject cf investigation bing conducted by 
the Dallas Division. The bombings have occurred particularly in the s ction of 
the city where ncgro families have been moving into quarters vhich are located 
among or ncer the white districts. These bombings have been cccurring over a 


period of severnl months end hxe caused a great deal of unr?-t among the negro 
population. 
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During this conversation vith ofornant was advised 
‘tha iD was leaving Fort Worth to attend an N. I. A. mecting. This 


apparently being the mecting at Prairie View College. 


reported the following day, mey 10, he had a-conversa- 
ho was mentioned previously as a speak3r for the Fort 
Worth group. old informant he hoped to us-d the Vocational Prepara- 
tion Association to get things done fcr the negro. ye 
ss cont:.cted concernin:, the soldiers meeting to 
be held that ev@nin sxhibite f necro soldiers from Mineral 
Wells whom, he stated, ed 5 oe told him what he had been 
invited to attend a white Concmanist meeting on ilay lle 


Around 7:30 p.m. on the pirht of Mey 1(, 1941, 2 re¢ro soldier 
. Camp Wolters, 
exas, *Cailcd on Inloritane” st his roo. in fo crth. He said 
had cohtacted him to pick out boys wh- ccvld be trusted. This 
was from Chic7;o and th:t he wes bitterly against being in the 
army. Hz inquired of the informant if he could work 1ith the orgenization with- 
out getting into serious trouble with the goverpment :ri stated the arny has 


az) the nare of 


very strict regulations prohib : iers from jo ning outside organizations. 
Br... Anforn.ant referred hin to He also war'«3 to know if the Negro 


achieve.ent Association would be hlep the sciv’i-rs obtain certain things 
if they joined the povencnt . 7C, 


4 


‘at about 8:30 p.m. on the night of Uev WW 
approximately 25 soldie he Caan Hotel, at w:: ‘son ee 
anforwar® were present. inforned that relationship ro 


ecidier and home should sucnued slosely tozcther; elsc that it was time for 
the americin negro to organize. equested hoss presen’ to express 
their vicws, but from the 


oats tne amber OVax. is to be in ch-rre et the carp. Informant 


were invited to attend a mass meet- 
sO) U 1 the dnfcorm unt again and 
- his return to the city. 


ove spthanary stites that Prost 9% LOO negreces were iv Fort Wor-h on the night 


of this incting. 


the informant advised that the mass meting of ti: Negro Achicve- 
ment Associ2ztion to be held on Hay ll, was called off t csuse of the death of 
onc of the txvabers. Forces, however, were joined with ‘the Naticual Association 
for advancesient of Colored People for a meeting sche] i for the Pilgrim 
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Baptist Church at 3:00 p.m. it this meeting rr of 
the National Labor Relati erd, spoke on "The Kind of World That I Would 
Like to Live In". mig: ::.: that it was tine the /werican negroes 
should be allowed to votein all primaries and that the negroes must try to — 
bring their race and the white r:ce closer together. According to informant, 
cal stated that the labor situation in America can and should be taken 

Over ina different way. As a result of this meeting, the Negro Achievement 
Association obtained five new members. 
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ON May 12, 1941, informant attended the orgarizational meeting 4>¢ 
of the junior National Associatio vancement of Colored Feople and was 
plated as an acvisor. A is in charge of this movement, and 
it will be noted that she is a member of the Negro Achievement Association. Sa 
A young megro man by the name o asked if the Nation2l Association for 
Advanceiuent of Colored People was a Communist movement, stating that he under- 


stood that the movement was started by thre2 white persons wiic. were : ° 
He stated that if the group was Communist, he would not joir. The 
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woman refused to answer his question, evading same by stating thet the organi- 
zation was to help the negro of the United States. Informant stated that all 
young negroes wio attended were from the ages of 16-25 and twost were employed 


,% 
by the N.Y.A. SS 
\ 
~ 


_* On May 12, 1941, the informant also attended - meeting of the 
Negro Inter-R«ci:i Commission held at the T. M. Terrell Schocl. At this meet- 
~~ | i EE present, and informant states that 
they weravery powerf n the group and got the group to d» «.s they wished. 
He stated the inter-racial group mecti = attended by both white and 


colored people. Informant statcs that is very interests HAs ~ 
this inter-racinl group into the fold and is leaving tnis ae 
dnformant reports that on May 13, 1941, he ag-in met with 
eid the discussion around to the white man in_D:; Lic 
inuated was causing the bomhings of neg Sf Se 
‘48 one of the leaders of the white Comnunist Part¥ i Dallas 
and that it secms that the Party is now making headway in gctting the races 
farther apert, t he did not know for sure if there would b- addi- 
tional voabing. Sa he would liked to s¢ d'sorder would not 
help the negro cduse. did not state how to find vn Pallas; but 


said that if and when he is caught, the State would ‘Surpris-d te know who 
he really is and that he is in business in South Dallas. 
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The inforannt also reported that as a result -f this discussion &7¢ 


he found out that some outside white Communists are to arriv: in Fort Worth on 
May 27, 19/1. ee thet the Communist Party int2nds to put a stop 
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in all defense programs in Fort Worth, Dallas, and other places. He stated the 
purpose of the progriz would be to try to get members on all civic movements and 

tie up civic movements and to get the mi of the negro peorle poisoncd against 

the government of the United — Bee stated it would be wide to 

work amonz the negro youth. B7C 
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of q National Nerro Conercss News, dated May 9, 1941, Same C2 ‘Ang indic-ted as 
reldase No. 10; and 2lso in the same mail received a copy of the Workers Defense 
League, dated day 10, 1941. This is the first definite indit.* ion that the 
National Negro Congress was actuslly the front organization bxicking the N2gro 
Achicvanent Association of America. This literature was unsolicited on the part 
of informant and indicates, at least to a certain extent, that instant subject 
organization is in fact identical with the National Negro Confress. It is poss- 


bile that the informant, in past discussions with Party meiubers, has misquoted t 


{ On May 14, 1941, the informant received through the mail copies 
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the names of the Negro Congress of America and Negro -Race Congress. bie, 


informant ‘ol de about receiving theese publications and 
GUE. <: the Soon uctto is 'Let Down Your Buckzts Where You Are" 
it is noted tha cuoted these statements from the publications 
mentioned about. “iso referred tc the National Néfro Congress News 


in stating that 10,00U, negroes and whites in the South, from all walks of 


life, are to launch a nation-wi tring democracy t> thd peor*e which 
*poll tax laws keep from vot in A — ee 
dent of the National Negro Congress, ng familiar wi yetivities of 
this indy du), I-35: that the Workers Defense L‘ sgue;is "playing 
an importent pert in Our progran to overthrew the Governmert". b>? 

, 


On Mey 15, 1941, &yformant advised that the offic2 of the negro 
Communist headquarters was set up in the office of the Fort worth Mind, The 
ans oraant stated that the office girl for the Fort Worth h Ngnd 


Oreanizstion's work temporarily. He sugge: sted tha 
pr the paper's advertising departicrt, way be 
ice. 


A neeting for the negroes of buildings in Fort werth was scheduled 
for Tuesday, May 20, 1941, this meeting protably to be held at the office of the 
Eagle Eye. 


In discussipg iffnirs with infor:int infcermed as __. 
to the M«rshall group «nd ay: «.-: 3 hem he had sej-cted ass, 
chainaan, was duc in Fort Worth shortly; that iid Wet show up whorbly, 


he would send informant over there to get things ed. fie stated thet @en- 
bership blanks werc being printed for Marshall and would be mailed out at once. 
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‘Sid him that everything possible as being done to place negro Com 
munists on the N.Y.A. work in order to tie up that work. H= coimented that 
about 1,300 negro youth will be ed frou the N.Y.A. rclls in the Fort Worth 
and surrounding territory. said hz had ricceived orders to try and 
get a list of the persons dropped and enlist thew into the Ccivunist Farty. 


Informant also reported tha ad — a mincorraph machine to be 


used in preparing l¢ and m2ssages. slso infor:«d a letter hed 
been received froia f Tyler stating thrit the National Association for 


Advances f Colored Feople was 100% behiddthe Party. A lctter wis received 
froa of the Dallas Negro Chauber of Coiauerce, stating tnat that 
organization hid agreed to the progran of the Negro Achievxrent Association, 
and that they would give all assistance possible. 

. a 47¢™ 


On this occ: sion, (i aiso infor.szed thzt in various southern 
Cities, the police ars maj Invectie-tiois and are reporting findings to the 
govermicnt. He stated tha .2ad hin that morning thrt he had received 
this inforaation from 2 relincle public official in the Sorvith. 1so 
reported that heat wns bcing put 1llis by ofiicials -rd thst things there 
would have to be token slowly. rlso stated he hai ottsined Greenway 
Park in Fort worth cn June 10, 1941, but that the date coulc be changed if 
necessary. i 


£7 C 


shoe depurtment of Fort Vorth, received “is Selective Service 


questionnaire. He crlled on and _nsked him what h’ should do about 
filling it out. According to infor..ant, told thir nzgro to o 


yDject 
to wer when Me cuie to thit question and relus® to go. An-th:r ero, 
bout his qucstionn:ire and was givcn th2 same jnstruc 8. 


nad been a Party mcmber for sc..e tive. 


gnforauit reports that aN 1941, he inquired of —, 
about the hiursh:ll, Tx 2s, det up and iowed hin * copy of a letter 


he had written to in iiarshall and si..ted thut he hr not received an 
answer from it. w.s instructed to contact a young negro by the name of 
nd that they should get their hezds together ani things shculd get 


over there. 
7C 
Informant stated that post «:rd would be sik up for th: mass 
meeting to be hvld in Greenway Park. He also stated thet it wis decid d to 
ivetec office in the Fort Worth Mird -- this bcing inz brdroomn of 
He statcd thit file cabinet. ek rnd other i-tcrinl would be 


=D. e advised tht one was being inttidle St ~ 
tact man to attcnd v rious mectings. inforiicd tht 
& party maaber, would appcer on the memorial services of tis hulldan Forvers 


xs 


Inforunnt «lso reported that n evapleyce in the 
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Worth. en instructed 4nformant to appear on a program of the re-° 
“ervatio ee educational group of the Greater St. James Baptist Crurch, 

to-be held at 3:00 p.m., May 18, 1941. The memorial serviccs of the Pullman 
Porters Association of Ameri eduled to procced the rocrcational 

committee educational erovn AR Src. that he speak on the subject 

of "Recreation in Relation to Church", and further instruct: d that he was to 
fnstill at vsrious points some of the idcals of the Communist Party. b77C 


orn ai of Awerica, tecal # 29, to be held on May 18, 1941 in Fort ~ 


< ‘yu 


@he informant reported on the night of May 1¢, 13941, he attended 
a meeting of the JUSTINE WASHINGTON group at Fort Worth, at. witch possibly 20 —_ 
negroes were in attendance. At this mecting discussion was had of the National 
Negro Congress News and the effects it nas on the South. The membership was 
advised to line up with the National Association for Advanc.m2nt of Colored \ 
People in a fighting front. The National Association for Advancement of Colored 
People again asked for a donetion from the Negro Achievement Association -- this 
to be sent to Houston to be put up in connection with.the gusrantece of #1,000 
that is necessary before the national convention of the Natiznal Associntion for 
Advancement of Colored People in June. The matter was lcft in the hand; of the 
shairman, but the members indic:ited that they were against this donatisn. 3 


At the Fort Worth meeting, -f Pallas, who had not 
appeared previously in this matter, addresse eeting an? the informant ge 
reported that sh2 gave a very well organized talk Which wes radical. Her sub- 
ject was "why Negroes Sould Not Answer the American Defense Calls". Among other 
things she said "What must it be -- ROOSEVELT or HITLER? N:ither! I recommend b7 ¢ 
that we follow STALIN’ S program. The Time is now here for the Arzrican negro 
to fight.§ Let's fight’ not for Amcrica but for Russia who will lead us to 
frecdom." The above mceting was held at 1513 East 3rd Stre-t. 


reports that on May 17, 1941, !c, %cgether with 
proceeded to ‘ramnore, Oklah.ma, snere they met 
it. On this gce-gigp the rin spoke -etong 


the aaa lines as “a did “at the Fort Worth meeting on the >thar 
mn with this meeting in Ardmore, {Infermant stated th: lap 
aah of Tulsa was in Ardmsre ind wis try:rg to get the pm r Lalo 
&. She informed that some unknovm Whit:: man hed beer inquiring ab.ut her 
activities in the recent weeks, but no inf »rmation had been riven him in so 


far as she knows. She stated that things in Oklahoma are revci , andthat the 
police are watching all groups. 7 € 


_Informant hed no informetion as to the membershin of the Ardmore 
meeting. 
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reference to activities on May 18, 1941, informant reported 
that — address the memorial services of the Pullman : 
Assoc on a e Greater St. James Baptist Church. He learned chat rT 
requested that the Pullman Porters’ Association poll their resources ose 
of the subject organization, which is a well established movement, and together 47C€ 


they would be able to accomplish a great deal for negroes both locally and 


nationally. He suggested that if the Pullman Porters’ Association was interested 
that they contact him later. 
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Informant reported that he addressed the program of the vocational 
committee educational group of the Greater St. James Baptist Church, as scheduled, 
on May 18, and that he injected a few Comnist un-American phrases into his 
speech in order to please district chaijruan who was present inthe 47¢ . 


audience. He stated, however, that the talk was radical, and may not have 
pleased 


In connection with the memorial services of the Pullman Porters’ 
Association and the recreational committee of the negro Baptist church in Fort 
Worth, these meetings definitely indicct3 the nethod being used by the Communist 


Party through the Negro Achievement Association to infiltrate into various negro 
organizations. 
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It might be mentioned that SD 2: an additional source of , 
information among the negroes at Marshall, Texas, and it is ctelieved thet he 7) 
will be able to gain admission to the Negro Achievement Associstion in Marshall 
in the near future. 


There is being set forth a list of negroes in the Dallas area 
end outside the Dallas area known to be associated with the 'lerro Achievement 
Association of Amcrica. Some of these individuals have been listed in previous 


reports; but in order to have a complete list, they are being repeated along 
with additional new members of the group: 
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DDetered under exemption(s) (4) 2) CO) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 
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(_} Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Organization allegedly exists, but leader 
and memoers unknown 


ARDMORE, OKLAHOMA 
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Active organization at Ardmore, but 
leaders and members unknown. 
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_ Two photostatic copies each of the National Nezro Congress, 
dated May 9, 1941 and Worker's Defens2 League, dated May 1C, 1941, are being 
forwarded to the Bureau with this report and one copy of thes. are being for- 
warded to the New York office. 

; 


To the Bureau -- two copies each of the Natioi21 Negro Cor:gress, 
dated May 9, 1941, and Worker's Defense Learu-, ‘i:ted May 10, 1941. 


equates 


To the New York Office — one copy each of th Iiationil Negro 
Consress, dated hay 9, 1941, and Worker's Def=nse L2egue, dated 


wii 10, 1941. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, FILLD DIVISION: #AT SHREVEPORT: 


Will ascertain the identity al whe was a delegite 
to the Districs Conference of t 7.051 OO MENT 2SSOCIAITION OF AMERICA 


meeting at Fort Worth, Texas, on March 27 and 28, 1941. Jt is noted that 

he has been delegstcd to organize that group in the Stat’ cf docisians. 

His activities along this line should be escertained and results of his 

org wnizational activities should be determined in order tc establish the Pg: 
success and exient of this movement in the Stete of Louisi£ 3. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, GALAHONS, FIZLD DIVISION: #AT TULSA: 


Will ascertain the identity of 
@ negress evrinvelist wiio is to organize for the Negro ijcvleverent Associa- 


-& 


tion of fmerice in Okli. Similar invest’ pation es requestei cf the New 57 C 


Orleans Office .2t Shrevcport re. 2: be conducted with ref2rence 
to this negr<ss. 


AT ARDMOies Will endeavor to develop an informant who mzy join the Ardmore 
group of the Negro Achievement Association, ascertaining the nembership, 
leaders, party objectives, as well as party activities i enlisting enrollees 
from Camp MclMurray.. Any attempt to place an informant in tnis group should 
be done discreetly 4s the leaders of this orgenization are apparently not 
aware of the Bureau's knowledge of its existence in the <<uthwest. 


KANSAS CiTY, MISSOURI, FIELD DIVISION: AT KANSAS CITY, KAI <Sc4S: 


Will determine the identity of Gas ... apparentjy is an organizer 
and identified with the Negro Achievement. Asscciation of sn:ricta and the 


Negro Race Congress. If identity is established effort should be made to 
determine the scope of his organizational activities as -*ell as details 
concerning the subject organizations: it > headquarters, cifices, mes-ership, 
location of grouns and other pertinent d.:ta. 
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DALLAS" # $00-436 Scammell 


HOUSTON, TEXAS, FIELD DIVISION: *AT HOUSTON: 


3S UZ0 | 


£2 DP 
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ndeavor to ascertain the identity of 
and his official connect ione with the Com 
y in texas and also will endeavor to ascertain the extent of 
org2=nizational activities among the negroes. 


Will endeavor to ascertain the ivitj a Ne . ri evement Associa- 
tion 


b72,° 


AT BEAUMONT AD GALVESTON TEXAS: 


Will ascertain the activities of the Negro Achievement association in these 
Cities, it being noted in the referenced report that grours existec at that 
time and one to be organized at Galveston. These investig:tions whould be 
conducted similarly as tnose for the Oklahoma City Division at Ardmore. 


NiW YORK CITY’ FIELD DIVISION: #..T NEY YORK: 


Will advise the Dallas Division with reference to any inrormation cbtain- 
able through confidential sources as to the organization:l set up of the 
Negro Achievement Association of America or other subject. groups ard as to 
the effilietion of these groups with the Communist Party. It is pessible 
that the Subject groups are merely operating for the N- tional Negrce Congress 
under the names indicated. 


HAT Nit YORK C 


His connections with 2ny of the Subject rroup3 should be 
determined anc effort should be made t> develop data with reference to or- 
ganizational «ctivities of the Communist Part hroueh the-» fror ani. 

zations 
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SAN ANTONIO, T£A.S, FIELD DIVISION: #AT SAN ANTONIO: 


will conduct similar investigation as that requested of ths Houston Division. 


DALLAS # DDO-436 
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AT SAN ANTONIO; 


Will asccertsin developments in th z=nizetion of the Negra Achievement 
Association, i. being noted that slleged that werk has been slow 
in that city but that pressure would be put on the group there. 57 -. 


AT AUSTIN AND wACO, TEXAS: 


Will conduct similar investigation, it being noted from th: reference report 
that similar crganizations exist in these cities. This investigation .. .°. 
should te conducted along the same lines as that set out fcr Ardmore, Okla. 


EL PASO, TEXAS, FIELD DIVISION: AT EL PASO: 
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Will ascertzin the ectivities of the Negro Achieven.ent Association, it being 
noted from reference report that it was reported at the District conference 
that a group existed in El Paso. Inquiry snould be conducted? slong the same 
lines 2s those set out for Ardmore, Oxlalioma. 
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DALLAS, TEXAS, FIELD DIVISION: AT DALLAS, FOST WORTH, WICiIT\ FALLS, WEATHERFORD, 
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TYLFR, KILGORE, LUFKIN, HeNDZRSON, HANKINS, end YERNO 


Any cfforts zlong t':is line shovldi be 
definitely disercect, in order that the lcadcrs of the N.er> schievement 
Associnztion will not lcurn of the Bureau's interest in th? a1tter. 


No lead is being set forth 2t Mincrzl wells in connection ‘ith the crzanizea- 
tion in the carmy camp at this timc. This angle will b. followed trough 
contrct with informant. 


al DTS anit FORT WIRTH: Will keep in contact with 
-oecrtaining the d:velopm<ents cf the organiza itn as they cone to 


~ an fom Will end-oover perticul jy te follow th: 1. -2lopmer's at 
Camp Wolters, Mincral Yells, T:xas, y D 


Will maint2zin contact. i a any information += 2:7 furr‘sh re- 
g:rding the organization in general and alee with refer-ns- to any ‘nformation 
he may obtain of the hiarshall group through a contact ir tliat city. pe, 
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ALL OTHER FIZLD DIVISIONS: 
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Copies are being made available to all ficld division within the continental 
limits of the United States, in addition to those wher:. specific investiga- 
tion has t.cn requested. These reports are being mad available in order 
that future investigrtiorn may definitely develop inforiietion indicating a 
nitional scope for the Subject organizition. In the evert any of the field 
divisions pocsess any information which may be of ass‘ stance in connection 
with the instant matter, the Dallas office shsuld be iivised of same. 
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United States Department of Justice 
PA 
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May 22, 1941 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. Ce. 
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For the Bureau's assistance in locating the New Orlee.c letter, it. 
mivzht be ‘stated thit the same was not carried under the seme capt-on 
as this letter; in fact, the letter carried no captio::. 


For the information of the Bureau and the New Orleans Tivlsion, the 


matter referred to in the New Orleens letter pertains to the 
Act:ievement Association of fre oformation concerning 
ie eat fo 
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DETALLS: AT KANSAS CITY, KANSAS: 


el he knew no one by —_ ef 
=e Of He referred Agent to 
a advised that the man was a very reliable 

and well-liked person in his community who was in 


@ position to know of all activities in Kanrs 7D 
City, Kensas. 
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. ‘The writer interviewed @MEEino advised that he 
was well-acous) with all the negroes in the 7D 
ity oat ie. : unknown to him; thut 
0. ould make every effort to learn if 
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was in Kansas City, Kansas. 
successful in his efforts. 
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ansas Uiy, Kansas, 


the Civic and Economic Forum he stated, was Oical or 
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THE KANSAS CITY FIELD DIVISION 


AT KANSAS CITY, KANSAS, will maintain contac* 
or additional information concerning concerted efforts of 


ical group which may be a branch of the Commmiet organization. 


Will continue efforts through to locate 


end, if located, ascertain his activities with rcference to further- 
ance of Communist movement in this vicinity. 


“ill secure all of the pertinent information ccncerni 
chat is customary in National defense investige tions. 
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There is tranzaitted herewith 
a copy of a aencranduz/dated Jun a Lvl, 
concerninz A. Phiri lph, sic 
leader in the United States and wares 
head of thée’Hational llegro Congress, wi 
has organiced a “Negro Larch on Washington" 
which is to take place on July 1, 1941, 
wiich I have submitted to the Attorney 
Goneral, 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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#e,.cral Bureau of Invuestiantion 


United States Department of Justice 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


July 9, 1941 


Director 
Federal Burea of Investigation 


‘Jashington, D. C. 
O 


Re: NEGRO ACHIEVESENT ASS)’ IATION 
OF ALERICA; et al; 
INTEUAL SECURITY - 


Transmitted herei eipl dat «a ae S D C : 
it to ' anc a letter 1 7D 
tec address e same person, to;;ether 


with the envelope in which this letté@r was received. Both 
of these documents are signed 


It is requested that the signatures . ee 
appearing on the attached documents be compared with 
Signatures on finrernrix ards jy the Tder at io) Divig 
sion for : 


determine if all signatures were nade by the same 1liriividual. 


It is desired that the examination in this matter 
be expedited. 


A. P. KITCHI 
Special Agent in Charice 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Report 
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Ne;ro Achievement Association 
of Anerica; et al 
Internal Security = C,. 


{5 ’ 3 eadsch 


Dellas 


Examination requested by: 


letter 7-9-1 


Reference: 


rocunent 
Examination requested: 


Specimens: 
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| Result of examination: , “a D 


‘ This report confirms and sup; Jesents 
the Buren::'s wire cf July 12, 2941. 


No conclusion could be reache:?! es to mhet)er 
the ns <] and Q2 
were written by vh.33 known 
sipnatures appear on lingerprint carve on file in the Sureau. 


This no conclusion report is based on the fact that the knowm 
handwriting specimens also were not sufficiently adeq.ate for 
comparison purposes. 


The conclusicn wns reached thet the t)pe 
writing uppearing on the questioned evidence was typed with « 


machine equipped with L. (C, Smith Pica Type, spaced 10 levvers | 
to the inch. 
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Bl= 6725-13. Charge 
Dallas, Texas 


Necro Achievement Association 
of Americag et al ee 
' Internal Security - C. ‘"*s* 


, a. i 
i. Cape ais 


wis “s 7°: 


Dear Sir: 
ie 7 a the og 
There is transmitted herewith the laboratory report, psas% 
covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office» - i>” 
a 


in connection with the abov ~entit atter:-and transmitted by”:” 
your communication dated Sa?'Y, WHT ' 


Very truly yours, 
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Po Be oe 9 OL “a 


_‘John Edgar Hoover 
Director | 
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aii D. ye > ifMADE . PERIOD ’ »): 
June 20, 1941" May 19 to June 18, 1941' 


TITLE: CHANGED 
NEGRO ACHIEVEME:!T ASSOCIaTIUN OF AMERICA; 
NEGRO CONGRESS OF AERICA; 
__NBGRO YOUTH CONGRESS; 
WEGRO RACE CONGRESS; 
TEGRO EAPLOYEES ASSOCL.TION OF FORT VORTH, 
COLORED SERVICE ¥.ORKERS LEAGUE; 
NEGRUES AGAINST WR CO.CLITTEE; 
) NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. 
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activities of Subjeet groups definitely 

~ disclose they are operating under super- 
vision of N.TIONsL NEGRO CONGRESS. Report 
received indicating extensive organizaticnal 
efforts in Vklahoma among negroes of organi- 
zation known as Colored Service Workers 
; League; this also being under leadership of 
NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. 

; eported as ac 
UKlanoma Cities for this organization. 
employed in Fort_torth, Texas, office buildings ; i 
organized into group known as NEGRO EMPIDYEES ; 
»SSOCIATION OF FORT :.ORTH. Progress of orgenie 


ae 
J! zational efforts in verious Texas cities as re-, 7 a 
ported sisi 6° po 
/ forth. Organizers reporte continuing + mS 
activities among negre soldiers of (Camp Lolters,’ : MM 
iHiheral \.ells » Texas. «dditional informants being - 


developed to report activities of groups in fe Peay 
orth -and Dailas, Texas. cate 
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2-New York, 
E.J. CONNTLLEY 
. | l1-Each Field Division a 
2-Kansas City . din Cont.U.S. : JUN 26 
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2-San .ntonio sr ealies. 2 
2-El Paso 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 
Texas, dated day 28, 19 


DETAILS: 
The title of this case is being — to add the following Subject” 


‘organizations: 


NEGRO EXIPLOYEES AS-lOCIATIUN OF FORT WORTH 
COLORED SERVICE WORKERS LEAGUE 

NEGROZS vaGAINST WAR COMJITTLE 

NaTIUN..L NEGRO CONGRESS 


The first three organizations. mentioned appear to be definitely 
associated with the previously mentioned Subject organizations and it has 
now been established that all of these organizations are acting under the 
supervision of the N’.TION‘L NEGRO CONGRESS. 


Contact has been. miintained ti 
fino has continued his attivities as ass 
orgsnizer who is in charge of tae distaictw@nfice 
in Fort worth, Tex3s. 


gine ON Ta G13,” 1941, 
5 “headquarters ia Ft. | 
| | jement mong negroes could be 

Athens, Texas. nfomaed him that the org: seat toa 
all ne groups but that it is nos meessury 
organization of feos ew lr: ady started, Howeve 
tht ail aid possible would be given te | 
that ne has been for the ebuse of the -b>.2 
in Fort lLorti: and in Athens, Texas. 


" On the night of day 19, 1941, a neeting was called of waidiaie negro 
employees from well known buildings in Fort torth, Texas, snd this group 
organized into a movement known as the NBGRO EMPLOYEES ‘SS OCI.TION OF PORT 


WORTH. The meeting wis held at the negro ilasonic Hall nt Jth ae », 

’ Stre.ts in Ft. horth and was attended by fifteen male negroes. | 
oe present and spoke to the group on the possitilities of the : 
- Me stoted that tne organiz.tion should not bevdé-nore.than 20°: Wee 

or 25 members and stated it should be ot ” organization for negre | aE 


men, s»- committee wus appointed to assist 


the organiz::tion. . ALL INF Oi . car. “00 NTA , eae 
-2- HEREIN IS Us.0. 15 AT’ 
DATE atatn BY Se-I Hlth 
os | 
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On “ay 20, 1941, “the informant received a copy of the *N:TIOMAL 
; 16, 1941, and also.a copy of "THE MEGRO “ 
NEV.S. SYNDIC.,7E". rmed the Inforaant that he #ouwld peonive 
publications é6f° CONGRESS ragulasly.* . . 


On zy 21, 1941, 1 the » eusshien of the 
from the movement was brought up. It eapears ths 
aor from the negro church be attended 

ularly in v 
ponferred with 
@hould have known tn: 

, hin ta.be dismissed from any gros Ten ! 
» excuse for his-ections because he had bées, 3%, : obtaig wy. ae 
_members of tap movement and to keep the ‘Coumunist ideas thriving in the *: 

Le SSOCI TION BOR SUE ADV ti CEMENT OF 


that he had written c 

and did not know what action would bs ¢ 

was afraid there nad been too much 4 

that ne would we few o 1. 28 

to same. after 

did not want to MO VE ur a that 
would have to be“Simainistered. «5° 2-0 0 0 homens hue 


During the;period of this report it appears that 


occupied an increasingly important posivic ence 4 the MEGRO 7 
ACHIEVERENT ..SSOCL:TIUN in Ft. orth. 4t appears thatim™ oe + se: 
prominent among the negroes in Ft. Worth and is being Used a3 a front 

to further the activities of the Subject o iors ‘ths 

been requested — keep his. ; eye c pas Ss 
veeag: | , : : 
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Spress wi She Stat star ral - S 
we previous might but that* same tat ¢ flo connection «ith the Com 
yi She stated th t it was a group of skilled Labo: ers “whe. 
Obtain saployasm, ea Labor jobs st the bomber plant. it Neoors.e 
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information subseouently f shed by the | ormant “that 
after his difficulties with got behind the move 


N H'RITIES INSTITUTION. apparently has no connection “3. | 
’ with rganiz.tion, undoubtedly will use same to ~ = oe 


further his radicsl activities. 


a 4 oot MAL wee. ee | 
. e*s «Sen? 


On si y 22, 1941, the Informant was told by 
lesving early th.t morning for sineral bells to mee 
organizer for the movement. At the s.me time he tol 
in his res the folisutae vonday.” 


nd gave him message, at which 
stated he would resign but w o so under protest. 


ae «:: very concerned ut matter. 
inquired about what action nad been taken in the ase 


In this connection it will be metailed from previous reports that 
ame. apparently mismanaged the organizational affairs in e 


ad not made an accounting of all the monies he had collected Be are 
from the members. 


On Friday, May 23, 1941, or. 
about his’ a bs to sinersl Vells. n of interest re~ 


Ll! must be ved from 
ittle fanfare as po e". ei reported : 
in “ineral hells, Texas, was ng a fair jobin . se 


cre for the betterment of the negro citizens and 
laimed that there were about twenty weiuabers in the 


ent at that time. 3° 
470 


Ce: 0: Ehe Informant that the siteinten in Houston, 


Texas, was not giving any trouble afd 
confer with a white man by the neme of 
and other party leaders in tha 
esence of a negro organization in Lufkin, 
b that an organization had existed there for sometime, however, 
he did not e e upon the set up there.: In this connectién it is | 
noted that nas a very large negro populstion. | _- 


On the night of uy 24, 1942, , CR <0% the inforatne 
home of a white person ing jn the 400 block on Bast heathe ard 
Street in Fort worth. % torment stated he caild not get the house 
but thit this house w.s located in the middle of the block on the rs 
hand side going west. He stated there were about fifteen white andl 
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‘present both men and women and that when he and ieee é 7d 
group was discussing tiie New Consolidated air r plant aow 

_under construction in Fort orth. While . oo at this meeting a 

white speaker, whose name was not known to Informant told the group — 


. thet it was now time to get the AUERICAN negro “to turn against the white 


people and the GoVernment. This white speaker condemned the Government 
and stated that this country is going to have a dictator and let the 
people follow the Russian form of Governnaent. Another speaker at this 
meeting no: TD spoke concerning the negro and white movement 
in Fort orth, advi that both groups should be careful and that 


they should get public institutions well organ » he stated by this 
raised the work of 


he meant places where people are employed. : 

a: stated ne was doing a wonderf This speaker also is 
amented that a special group unknown to the eccch nerr> leaders was. 

being started and that a campaign is 4élready under way anong the private ~ 

home negro maids in Fort WViorth. In this connection it is possible that 

this speaker was referring to the NEGROES AGAINST WAR CO:R:1ITEE as the 

special group which is being started and informtion concerning organi- e% 

zationa efforts ie . miids will be set out later in this reper 

ec ft before the meeting of thir wiite group” = aa 


bolda formant th:t this wes one tf the white. 


people!s mee ces cad cautioned him not to mention th. place te... 
anyone. | 


with reference to JUNE 'TEENTH, y the Siifors Dey for the negroes, : 
it ure from infprmstion furnished by the S@foraant th:t a civic 


group of negroes in’ Fort bhortn have planned a celebration for this pare 
holiday to be held in Gs emma J Park in roet, horth, @ - 26 
met 9 ne oO ae ¥ 


ee “2 pOLa Ler? are felic fs inte Part 


horth for the colebrgpion and, 


(1949, according to thc Info 


the war Depart.cnt in bashing 


Pilicer at Cump tolters tor 


- borth R.2 ae 
ee chs 


hegro holiday for further 
tootent to pernit a civic group of negroes to o front. for the dlebe 
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On May 27, 19%, © employee in the uid-Continent i ees? 

Building, talked to the appears to be one of the most = -* 22: 

radical of the negroes in Fort worth. he stated to. ‘intebialt ,. ORAS | 3 tot re 


-damned Government is not going to = me to fight or do anything else.® +: sae tna 
He stated that "Hitler shoyld come beat the hel] out of the white >. 
‘men." He told the peas that and be ulligt were damned © 

fools to let the white men be over them Subject organization, ‘that S: 
they should take over the management the.aselves. In this connection .. 
it is noted tha s the Subject mattcr on a separate —— 
in Fort worth due to his radical utterances. | 


On say 28, 19, who has been asked to 

charge of the activities o © gro cast Texas, called on the tne. 

rmant at Fort orth, stating that he was trying to get the negroes 

is section to oppose the United States’ participation iii the war. (Um 
the s:me day Jaforz ttended an open meting of the Fort orth City 
Council along with a whick introduced him : 
to a white man by the nam o »ituortcant furnished 0 8? teil 
Agent with a business card o whicn contained his picture and yy, 
discloses that he represents ey fice Machines Company, handling eae 


woodstock typewriters and with offices at 305 aerate ‘$ 
Street. after leeving that 5 A gS, 


o. ~*f,9 


was a "plug man" for the y in Fort \.oet and tha 
was also active in an orgenisetiae tend as the 
COMMITTEE. The following day the Informaht egain me 


time he inquired of the Informant if he were not conne 
—_—e told by the Informant ‘thut he wass 
‘ ould be glad“to see him later and have"t 


hin, 


On fay 30, 1942, met the Inferuant’ at the |; 
Cafe in Fort borth, at C ; 8 large nuaber of draftees from 
Houston, Texas, were present. “Jnformant stated tha talked to 3 
these draftees and told thea they were damned fools to go into the aray 
and would be the first killed. He talked to these draftees along Caneel iG 
lines and among other things stated, "when Hitler gets through with th 
‘United States the world will be a better place to live in." It appara 
frou remarks that he has no conception of what he wants except . 
that he wants to be a radical and that he is bitterly opposed to the wa . ee 
1, Mfermont also reported on this day that he hac learned that @ OM She 
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On May 31, 191), EE 2:urnes to Fort | th fros ‘fousten, Ne 
stating he attended a meet ere, He told ag that the mesbers | ‘ 
_ (meaning the Comaunist Party) are planning to the white end colored - oe A 
soldiers stirred up against eich other. Also th.t the group would try ~ ne 
_and start using the slogan "Down with America -«c-v-1t". He also re- 
ported as a result of the meeting that picketing would take place in Texas ee 
Similar to tnc Communist picketing of the White House at this time except - 
for the legislation recemtly passed by the Texas State Legislature which | 
would make such picketing too dangerous. Ne ssid that they were to get the . - 
races talking against esch other and that pamphlets would be furnished to Boe. 
them to place around in various buildings. He also stated that it was - . 
their duty to keep in touch with employees of all vital defense projects. rg . 
He also told hia that there was nothing for them to do with reference to te. Ph 
the work among the soldiers, that later __ would be assigned to defirite / st 


ed eee wet lead. towe Me 2&4 ese 


2 


. , “4 
“ * : 
he ~The m" 


. i* Ff 
€or Riv » vA 


tasks in this respect. He stated that would have plans ready AM 
which would outline their duties with to- this. He also reported | 
inl both been expelled at’ the Houston . ~-» 
e pr ager nd them to find someone to re- 3 
at Fort orth, who Wpparently has been jn the position . 
he entire Fort »0 amie 2180 told wa 
Whrormant about the appearance of one orth, stating ; 
that he was from the NATIONAL NEGRU this respect it is 
believed thet was referring 
President ef the onal Baptist Sund adquerters at... > 
Washington, D. C. “He has been rep orted pam one by. fie Informant ie , 
as a connected ‘eo this wovement among — 


On June 2, 1941, when meeting with be — Re 
that aiid San antonio a leader i would Bs in Ft.: 
orth une 4 end the etter frow the A, 

NEGHO CONGRESS through sae: ells 
would assist with reference t : celebration. 


* 


gm i s* 
a, | datas 


- 
Ss 
, ‘—_ 
a 
7 


tot he 


. c 
Ry EDS 


| : o>, 


te. ; 
according to fhe Info went to the A.f.of L. . 
Union headquarters on East 


talked to the Business agent, one 


loyves on t nstruction work o 
told hat he would not 
do so later. On this occas 


who ve on the NEGROES aG..INST WiR CODLITTEE. 
| was very active among the negro people in Fo 
“Enform ired o@@ND:s to whether the NEGROES ‘6D wh 


, 
* ah ba, ws Oe ere ° A 32 “a ara “ a GEER BF 


= “. eae s . wee “ee - 


Puls Lae TEES enTE SE pore r OEE SSC MESS St. eae Pox ee 


4 3 a 2e es 


7 - 


DALLAS $100~1,36 


S .: 


> 


werespsponeoréd ty the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS a ree 
this CO-UITTEE w the many groups that he sponsor the WATIOMAL © 

NEGRO CONGKESS. stated Ca been working g5g qe E a 
- business and profesSional people of their race. ¢: 


- 


ow | 


3 7¢, > 


) J ig 
placed as leader of the Fort horth movement. He told hat he =~ vs. 


would not mind the asignmcnt. if it did not take too mu me from his 
hat if he took this assignment he would 
other assignments in other negro civic ~~ 
movements, after the conference told hat he would . 
like to have t and t he would o raise the , 
membership at least 30%. old aver, that they had 


sufficient membership at s time wt tna ey must keep their _. 6? 6 , 
members working. oe it 


Also on June 3 ce? held a conference with § 
one of the Mee ‘worth units, and 
i 


bf the District rganization. 
. group s due to the off of the NATI 
the previous Saturday but that the organization only had $75.00 on hand 


but that ssessm2nts from the various unit It was decided .. 

that the $75.00 on hand would be sent co liiior who supposedly is - .. ... 
Treasurer of the NATIVWAL NEGRO CUNGRESS in bashington, D. C. A ee we 
rigs the Fis lies of fifteen negroes were approved. wt 
then oatlined the pelicy ‘to be followed in organiz groups = 
future. te stated that the membership would have 

groups of not over eight and that he 

the only ones who woulc know the 1 

was actually going on within then. , 

of dues from the various organizations was behind, that they would have 

to put forth all of their effort to get in the money. é:also spoke with | 
reference to the JUNE 'TEENTH celebration; stated they would get out |. 
handbills for same. also that his organizetion would assist th 

NEGRO CITIZEN COMCSITTEE with reference to this celebration ami that 

if the negro soldiers could come from Mineral hells, the crganization . 

would assist the NEGRO vag bot COMMITTEE in defraying the expenses. 


At this meting also reported on the progress of the figw Fort Pity : 
Lorth NEGRO EXPL IATION. He stated this would be a f 


the Party's program to the public. At this Wecting ©.”"ae74 
het she was ready to divide her group Z@totr. «a $2: gap. 
smaller groups instructed that she try and ne the myabere 3° ge 
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in groups according to the vicinity in which they lived. a 
continued this meeting for the following day, June 4th, ¥ 
he again met with the same group ._ This ting was held at 9153 Calhoun - 


“Street in Ft. forth. At this tine eported somewhat on the prom... 
gress of the various organizations as follows, 


b7e: 
bith reference to Austin, Texas, he stated this was one of the — 
mportant groups and fine progress was being made. He nent ioned oe 4 
| in austin, as one of the leaders, : fi 34 
with reference to Houston, Texas, he stated that the group had © 


sent in its monthly dues of $25.00 and that Ph: Boca 0r “fe: -S 
there was doing a fair job. “3 


7? t) 
bith reference to San aiiliiaes: Texas, Se. that | 3 


movement there is very strong and réliablg¢. He said tT 
the leader there, has over one hundred members at the presen 


that she has bee he most depend n this i Fa gos ting a 
of the country. ee chat gilli 
ecutive Commttee, this being upon the recOunendation cf — 
a .: hashington, one of the officials of "the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS; 


«ith reference a Falls, Texas, stated that gs. 
a negro by.the name of as assisting there. The --~: 
organizational efforts there nave been slow, bu ons are that 


they wyil pick up. , 
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£703 
with reference to east Texas as a «hole stated thut the aay 
organization was not progressing as it should an , Shey he. received 

only one month's dues from Tyler. Me indicated that Sam 


be sent two east Texas to work things up in that vic 
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ith referance to Mineral wells, Texas, stated that there 
had been some work there among the soldiers t plans have been | 


made to work among the soldiers while they are on manuveurs there in the : 2) 
.near future. | 7 


ith reference to Shreveport, Louisiane, (IR 1eined that. 
there are over 200 negro members in that city. that that 


sear Se has been working in groups of five to Pie negrces in each ry . 


d's 


4 Beh, 
SR ee 


oe at Oy 
7 ‘hith reference t> Dallas, Texas —_ stated that the grodp . Ss 
not progressing under its present leaders and in all probability & $hange -< .° 
would be made, : * a» bs yao: os 
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whith reference to the North american aviation plans set up in 
Dallas, he stated the progress there was slow but that things could 
. not be rushed. | ; 


»ethe ingh test enitalharnaiy tet ethttiaels hichenegpapiarangalindaaia, txinetitth Mapegpe tlh oe. Tn ete. 6 
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ith reference t& Ardmore, Oklah.ma, he stated the group there ds: 
doing well but dves not have very many representatives, In this com ~ 
nection he mentioned organizational work among negroes at Camp 
McMurray in Vklahoma. 


as 
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ith reference to Oklahoma as a whole he stated there are now 
about 300 negro members enlisted in the movement in that State but that 
he would report more on the State ‘at. a later date. 
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On June 5, 1911, "th e Info her discussed the : en 
location of groups in Texas with who stated that he was 470,D 
very interested in the organization sround the oii fiadlds in east sexes i ‘< 
in such towns as Kilgore, Hawkins, ani Lufkin. He stated that. al 
had a good group of members but eeded a good leader. Fe . 
ported that on this date =<: that it would their ote i ~ 
to instill into the mincs o Osé who must register for Selective Service —- 
on July 1 the things tnat will be of benefit te their organization. He zi 
stated they would try to contact every young negro youth and tell hin ~ 
not to register , telling them they have nothing to fight for and they 8 
should rebel a t the American Government. On this date also 
contacted and told hin to start agitating among the negroes mut 

ll be y 1. The Informant reported that on the evening 
of Juhe 5, 1941, while he was eatinz at the Green Leaf Cafe he met — 
two birls by the names o » and 

Doth of whom are mai'té in private 
OlaE Se ey valked ADOUL @ LINE >; they hai attended ot Sher date 


dhyte oe 
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ani stated that they hoped Hitler would hurry up and get r here as 


‘they were getting tirec of working like "Hell" and it not Being i 
appreciated. ar the meeting was 4 great success 
and that another wou on the following thursday morrming. 


Bot poged sat with these two negro girls ami bought them a few @rinks 
king them what they had said about Hitler. The gimy 
stated that there was an organization among Fort that.hed 
been meeting for cbout four weeks. The organization has no name, Ihe 5 
megro girls would not enlarge upon this orgunization at this $i) 
- ormant has subsequently seen these women at the Green Leaf 
conversations with them has learned that apparently white * 
men are Lehini this organization, apparently attempting to otis ws 
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@ 
dissension against the white people. In this connection complaints have . 
been received both by Bureau Agents working at Fort Worth and Dallas with 
reference to such organizations. These complaints have come through negro | 
maids who have told their employers about effort to get them to join such > 
@ movement. Nothing-further is known of these groups at this time, ge 


On June 6,  —— discussed the NATIONAL NEGRO COWGRESS 
by-laws with the Informan told him it would be necessary for them 

to get a charter from the CONGRESS which he believed cost about $25.00 | 
under the new constitution passed by the Third NATIUNAL CONGRESS which . OC. ¥ 
was held in Washington, D. C. on april 28, 1940. also stated t2.._-< 
that they had /BS n doing things as they should a letter 


had been received from the NATIUNAL NEGRO CONGRESS, stating they were ._. ay ba8 =< 

disappointed at not getting the proper action in Texas and suggesting 

that more effort be put into their program. According oe t* i 
ge 


this letter also stated tne CONGRESS was very interested the 
negro employees started in the movement. The letter also chmmented that 

rganization was not complying with the National office rules 
as preparing reports of their activities had not been sent in tc head- 
quarters each month. old She Informant thit he thought his 
reports were, up to date € exception that he had missed sending in 
his report for the last month but would do so immediately. Also on this 
date spent sone time in going over the membership in an effort ke 
break eame -up into smaller groups. 


_On this dz and Informant met a negro from Mineral Wells ~ 
by thc*name of vho inquired if they could help send some negro girls. 
to Mineral We on vune 12 to attend a dance being given for the negro . 
soldiers. told him he would try to find some girls for the . 
occasion an old the intemmeat that this mee be a good chance 


to instill some of their princip negro soldiers 
by having dependable girls go. ed to select 
some negro girls to go to Mineral Wells to at > dae at = ex~ * $76D 


pense of the organization. 


: On the night of Jun 1941, . was picked up 
who was accompanied ial and The four of them 
out to Casino “ake where they discuss t organization's works 
was driving in automobi was described as a 1940 Buick s 
Texas ‘license 682-162, showed the group a letter he had sqc@ived “#2; 
from the NATIONAL NEGRO in Washington concerning the af of ar a 
the District. He stated thet within ten days they should try and haw % 
Members in each office building in Fort horth in the groy. On thie. 
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as «:: given the sum of $150.00 to assist in putting his District a ie 
good standing and also to assist in defraying expenses for the ose 


- JUNE 'TEENTH celebration. They were instructed to get the SEGRO EMPLOYEES . 
ASSOCIATION OF FORT WORTH to work in the buildings. Also that they were - ei 
‘to get the group et the North American Aviation plant ready for their first 
assignment. They stated that they wanted to know the identity of — be . ys. 
porter who works in the main office and also the one who would have tne #7 * © 
access to the blue print room. On this occasio stated that the 


Mineral Wells project was not going over so well not go nowt 
detail. 


With reference to 


ozs ‘Te’ ie 


her case. 


and €he Informant were also given instructions to have - 
quiet down some because they lied received a report that the 
cé in Fort ho:th had received a report os and were , oe oe 
his ectivities. they stated they would tell a 
s quieted down as they have a co 
> is going on that is detrinental te their cause... 
stated they had to attend a meeting and therefore 
o his home end left him, és 
/ @hdth refererke to Texas license 682-162, ie was ectenatinlll 
same w3s issued on March 18, 1941, in Harrison County, Texss, tg 
South hashington Avenue, Marshall, Texas, for a 1940 Fo 
mant was again contueted with ref De his license number —. 
and he stated that he was positive th Buick ¢arried this «“< 4° 
license number, A check will be made by the Dallas Division to determine 3 © 
if the above license plates are now carried on the yore Tudor owned by a 
of aarshall, Texas. 


we f 


Tag oe 
On June 7, 1941, organiser for wichita Falis, Tena; #7, p. at 

‘contacted She’ Informant at which time he gave hia es dues from his 4 
organization in bichite Falls. He wanted to see and stated he 4 ‘i S 
had not received a | , EGRO D CORE 

Later on this date 

“ineral Belis with 

‘individuals left 
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On June 9, 1941, a meeting was held of the FORT LORTH NEGRO 
_EXPLOYEES ASSOCIATION at the home of 
The following temporary officers were eiec 


President = 
Vice-Presiden 
Secretary 


Informant states there were about 20 members present at the y heating ae ; 
and that the objective of their group would be to obtain better pay . 
and shorter hours for the negroes amd to obtain more courtesy to the 
negro race. : 


Tn June 10, 1941, Fhe Info rep adil 
Camp bolters, mineral s, had co 
ime it was stated that ‘the negro 
“@o Fort borth on June 195h, as a cel 
or the negro soldiers. The negroes at Fort worth ‘% 
he itinera} Wells celebration. On thé I 
chlebratian would -mat-bs held In 
{She se gaphpe + at Cam olters: 
| rtun © some work , 
‘D hera® Tells and that She€ i. 
Yor negro 9 soldiers at which time ag tation a for tt 
stated that the nEégro group dineral + 
in that city.. ¥ Mienti 
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On the night of June 12, 1941, 


to Mineral Vells where they 8° 
reported that egresse cm 
‘Mineral Wells ee expense to att 
were to furnish names soldiers they contacted 
up the Party activities to the soldiers. On this date 
the Informant that he now had $250.00 constituting the s of the 
organization but had not banked this as yet as he was trying to 
figure out how he could open an account without it becoming known to | 
law enforcement officials who would cause 2 an investigation to be made, 
ee Ee equas..a- oe OS OS =a 
On several occasions agent has contacted 
who was endeavoring to obtain 
° T ASSOCIATION. 
contact with the alleged leader 
invited this to come \ the 
ng night to meet a iew he boys. 
states that id not tell him that this was to be a mee 
any kind not mention any organization. 


did call at Powell's Hotel on the night of — 
a ch time nd three or four other negroes — 
were present, including one who claimed to be from | 
Fort »orth. He stated that ntioned to this group that 
things were balled up with reference to the meeting as thers was 
a misunderstanding .about it and that, therefore, a regular meeting 
would ‘not be held hue to the small attendance. He stated those : 
present then entered into a discussion about the discrimin:tion eantaas, 
negroes in Government defense projects. It was stated that the negroes 
were not obtaining 5 sentation in obtaining employment in 
defense industries. states that the talk was rather radical 
but no comment was made which would indicate the identity of the 
which, was supposed to me=t that night at POKELL's Hotel. 
i:.:: continue his effort to obtain uncadenrg in the 
clud of the NEGRO ACHIEVEMENT ASSOCIATION. 
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At Fort north, Texas, 
approved for membership in the group headed 
however at the writing of this report 
attended one of the meetings. 
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at Tulsa, Oklahoma. On this occasio stated that very 
recently a white man by the name of as been Tulsa Organising 
negroes there under a.group known. as COLORED SERVICE WORKERS => =: * 
LEAGUE, this under the leadership of the NATIONAL MEGRO CONGRESS, * 

He stated tin is already known among groes but has not me 
worked among white people there. He stv. intains close contact 4 
with the leaders of the AMERICAN PEACE MOBI TION and has also beea 

in contact with the CONSUMERS LEAGUE and the OIL WORKERS UNION in Oklahoma. 
He stated that KOCH claims to oars groups orepennee in Tulsa, Oklahom — 
City, Norman, Stillwater, Broken Arrc od ardmore 
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with further reference to this grotg 
stated that 
; group and that she 
He stated meetings of the NATIONAL ‘NEGRO ( VONUEL Have Dé ait 
at which 
me plans were formulated to place before the Gty, county, stateg. 
and military authorities the negroes’ grievances,* that they are en- 
titled to a.10% share on all defense work and that they would force 
this issue with the Government in order to put the 
into defense projects and private industries. 
that a hegro by the ‘name of COMPTON who is 
Laundry on Nort >-nland in Tulsa the 


had biped -in eireularising Litereture and had done orvenie for the . 
Union and is well known to JACK HAYES, who had promised that the Oil) 
workers would help the negroes in their —— for _— pedir | ’ 


conditions. 
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+ pe Day celebration 4a.d . Aw 
| re hee ef ore ‘ 
shires negroes on that . 
who did not state -oiallle mite OF, SOARES OF BET Posseit 
effiliation he might hav to state ar he te an | ser Irg 
@oust this connection it is possible that the Sedivie 
, ieee: +: Communi st Party dn the Beate’ 
exas. s de available to the 
photograph 


Division on June 16, 1941, enclosing e 


ee ee ee Sees OSES ee ie ee oe ee 


in order that his a “ ies may be deterained ne "oH 
‘pdividual she is scheduled to attend.the ne Syret fone Rt 


the April issue of the IEW which is edited in 


Austin, Texas, by MASON SMITH, negro. He stated that this publica-. 
tion was made available to him He also furnished Agent with . - 
a statenent of purpose issued by the Tulsa Council of the NATIONAL 


NEGRO CONGRESS and the Tulsa Council of the A-ERICAN PEACE MOBILIZA~ + 2 Se 
TION. This allegedly was obtained Bo. 
This statement of purpose deals prima wit negroes iS ere 


in national defense industries and the fact that tne were being 

"jim crowed" in the Army, kept out of the air force and limited to : 
kitchin duty in the Navy. This statement of purpose is a demand that ° 
negrods be given just treatinent and equal opportunity to share in the. ! 
legitimate defense work of the nation although the negro people do 

not beg for an opportunity to die for the British Empire. The - 
statement further states that the organizations mentioned have set. them 
selves to the task of breaking down the bars of discrimination _ 
NEBr OES. ae 


The criginal of this statement is being " peta ined in the Delies” 
file of this office. 


eference tc 
— reported that is a negro leader in the State of pine 3 
° formerly resided in Waeo, texas and is now supposed t: be located 
San Antoni S. 
state that MMM during WL0, Wat : organizer for the } ) 
- CONGRESS during the Spring of 1940 11 living inf 
came to Dallas for a conference with d oth 
north Texas, A meeting was held 
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at which t outlined organizational plans . 
for the Cou At this meeting poeaee negro, Sosumes i 
responsib ork in the Dallas-Fort tor He was intro~ 
duced to a in Dallas, a negro aliher of of the Methodist — 
Church, this introduction being in conne ith his organizational - | 
work. Informants report, however, tha ell down on his assigne -} = 
ment and little was accomplished at that time aside from some effort to D | 
establish contact with negro stock handlers in Fort Worth, | % 


There is set forth hereinafter a list of additional meabers of the | 


—_— eipiremmpascs who have been reported to this office by 


ARDMORE, O OMA 


AUSTIN, TEXAS 
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(Previously # this report reference. is made to an or 

known as NEGROES AGAINST WAR COMMITTEE, it being noted thet 
5 allegedly sctive in this organiza 
urnished Agent with a prees release - 

INndavec pranved On the letterhead of the NEGRO «GAINST Wik 
200 hest 135th ‘Street, Room 202, Telephone EDgecombe 14-8231, ‘GBORGE Bi xc: 1)" 
SCHUYLER, Chairman. This press release is entitled "SCHUYLER SOORES “> ale 
HALIFAX SPEECH", Two copies of this release are being atteched ee this 
report to the Bureau. 


‘ ENCLOSURES: Two copies of press released of NEGROES AGAINST WAR COMETTEE | 
entitled, "SCHUYLER SCORES H.LIFiX SPEECH". 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


ea ~Pagats) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following tates; a 
wie : indicated, explain this deletion. 


WD botete under exemption(s) A 6) 6 7) ) 


materia! available for release to you. 


with no segregahble 


[_} Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
[-) Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[ Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withhedd for the following reason(s): 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, FIELD DIVISION: £7 SHREVEPORT: 


hill ascertain the identity ee eeen eel 

a delegate to the District Conference o >,CHIEVE~ 
MENT ASSOCIATION OF aMERICA meeting at Fort one deo 

on March 27 and 28, 1941. It is 

delegated to organize that group 

His acfiivities along this line sh na t ne ag 
results of his organizational activities should be determined 
in order to establish the success and extent of this move- 


ment Si the State of louisiana, 2 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHO.A, FIELD DIVISION: 


Fh wd hee tees eee A 2 4. Oem DeAAS 


*AT TULSA: ‘ill ascertain the identity of 
nod 18 to 
Srganize ior the NEGNU a pests SOU JN OF AMERICA in 
‘Uklahoma.” Similar investigation a ed of the New | ¢ 
Orleans Division at Shreveport re hould be com & . 
ducted with reference to this negress. : #3 


*AT. ARDMORE: 
wre ACHIEVEUENT ASSOCIA=- — 
JN, ascertaining 2 members , leaders, party objectives, — 
as well as bart; , 1 enlisting enrollees from 
Ca aCMurray. 
should be done discree as wauers 01 this 
ization are apparently not aware of the Bureau's 
knowledge of its existence in the Southwest. 


AT anDMORE: Through confidential ces will endeuvor 47 eee 
to ascertain activities of , alleged leader PE tpt 
of the Negro movement in re a hrough additional. 

investigation will ascertain the additional leaaership 

of this group and its activities. 


»“ 


al TULSa: hill ascertain the activities m the cOLoRSD 
SEnVICE WORKERS > or NATION..L NEGRO CONGKES 

_* poted that 

- @ Negro known as! 


* wats , d wr. 
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AT TULSA: will endeavor to determine the identity of a ey 
organizer for the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS, 
rmine the extent of his activities in 

organizational work among negroes in the State of Oklahoma, 47 G 


» ann nena thea aine tn iniatilt hi ithee Aataghdacatpetiay saieincitin lied Sakis Sina tig Whee tilt dn 


HOUSTON, TEX.\S, FIELD DIVISIUN: AT HOUSTON: WF atic a ke 
: oF, *. 
Through Confidential s 2s ¥ and ex © asceitain the a 
identity of and his official — 
connections wi e Vommunist Party exas andeleo will  JAg¢ . 
endeavor to ascertain thc extent of organiz-tional activities | | 
among the negroes. 2 


hill endeavor to ascertain the activities of the NEGRO | 
ACHIEVEMENT ASSOCIATION, it being noted that 67 D 
alleged to have stated that Houston has a m r “ 


*4T BEAUMONT »ND GALVESTON, TEX'S: 


will ascertain the activities of the NEGRO sCHIEVEMENT 
ASSOCI.iTION in these cities, it being noted in the referenced 
report that groups existed at that time and one tw be 
organized at Galveston. These investigations should be 
conducted similarly as those of the Oklahoma City 

Division at Ardmore. 


NEW a CITY FIELD. DIVISION: * AT NEW YORK: 


for advise the Dallas Division with refcrence to any infor—- 
mation obtainable through confidentisl sources as tc the 
organizational set up of the MEGRO ACHIEVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA or other subject groups and as to the 
- affiliation of these groups with the Communist rarty. 
It is possible that the Subject groups are merely operating for 
the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS under the names indicated. 
| aC 
*#Will olsc srtain the identity «c o*, 
appeared Déiore t 
~ conlerence c S NEGHU + LEVEXENT ASSOCIATION OF. : 
Ye AMERICA at Fort horth, Texas march 28, 1941. His te ae 
““ eonnections with any of the bubject groups should be determined : oe es 
and effort should be made to develop data with reference to at: ae 
organizational activities of the Couwmunist Party through . ez aeey: 
these front organizations. -It is noted that the organisers have * . 
stated that the officers have set a goal of 20,000 negro att Nae 


members for these organizations throughout the Soule by 
June ] ’ 1941. | 
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AT NEW YORK CITY: If information is not already available 
concerning the NEGROES AGAINST WAR COMIITTEE, will conduct 
investigation to ascertain the activities of this group 
whose headquarters are located at 200 West 135th Street, 
Koom 202, GEONGE S. SCHUYLER, Chairman, 


SAN ANTONIO, TEX\S, FIELD DIVISION: 


* AT SAN ANTONIO: hill conduct similar investigation as | nat 
requested of the Houston Division. 


will ascertain developments in the organization of 
NEGRO ACHIEVEMENT ASSOCISTION, it b eing noted cht 
alleged that work has been slow in that city but that 

pressure would be put on the group there. | 67D. 


AT S, NIO- dential sources will ascertain ~ . 
if is an orgsnizer for the n 
NATION.AL NEGRO CONGRESS and if so, through discrect investi- | 

- gation of this woman will endeavor to ascertain extent of £79 c. 
this organizetion in San antonio together with its leadership. 


AT AUSTIN: Kefer to the list of austin membership in the 
POO * his DO rT Biv) OTe -70}*) @® oriate investigation 


reporting its 
VitYy & G yheunbers Pe 


EL PASO, TEX:S, FIELD DIVISION: #aT EL PSO: 


Will ascertain the activities of the NEGRO sCHIEVEMENT ASSOCIA~ 
TION, it being noted from reference report that it was 
‘reported at the District conference that a group existed 

in El Paso. Inquiry should be conducted along the sume 

lines as those set out for Ardmore, Oklahoma. 


‘DALLAS, TEXAS, FIELD DIVISION: 


®aT DALLAS, FORT WORTH, WICHITA FALLS, WEATHEHPOND, TYLER, 
ee sites FKIN, HENDEMSON, HAWKINS, and VEKNON, TEX.S: 
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along this line should be definitely discreet, in order 
that the leaders of the NEGHKO ..CHIEVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

will not learn of the Bureau's interest in the matter. 

No lead is being set forth at Mineral Wells in connection 
with the organization in the Army Camp at this tine. 

This angle will be followed through contact with Informant. | 


AT MAXSHALL, TEXAS: scert.in if Texas license 682-162 
issued t for 1940 — 
pre still carried on the 
not, will cunduct discreet investigetion to ascertaiir 
bow these plates ave been transferred to the Buick 
automobile o nd following this line of 
gation will emeéavVor to ascertain the epasneied of 


iT WORTH: bill determine the aiiieihdios of 


4.412 “pee! > angie contact 
to determine the activities of the group to which he 
has recently been enlisted as a member, 
ALLAS: Will keep in touch with 
ascertezining the results of “OD 
embership ih the Dallas group of the NEGRO \CHIEVEMENT . 
sSSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 


PENDING, 
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PRESS RELEASE 


SCHUYLER SCORES HALIFAX 8 


New York, NeY. ~~ March 26 -- In a letter to Viscount . 
Halifax, British Ambassador to the United States, George 8. _ 
Schuyler, Chairman of the Negroes Against War Committee, of : 
this City, scoréd the statesman's wague and indefinite outline 
of British war aims. The Bétter which asks searching questions | 
about Britain's post-war plans for colored subject peoples follows 


“We wish to congratulate you on your very effeotive 
speech at the Pilgrims' dinner at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in 
this city last ye oy It was a long step toward helping the -— 
selfish interest this country to justify their ultimate en- 
trance into the war on the side of Great Britain. As a promil-. 

atior. ef British war aims however, it was very weak, 4 and 

definite. It is this vagueness so characteristic of all Bri- 
tish pronouncements which convinces us of their insincerity. . 
This is the principle reason why we feel that the coloréd people 
of this country and your own colonies should be opposed to this 

; war 2 . : r-&c 

, "You spoke very very ly about freedom, Gemocrecy, 
shtneinies, aE, religious one aasied. about muman rights and 
many other things, but you were not definite. Certainly mot 
Aefinite ereugr to warrant Americans fighting end dying to de- 
fend the systex which you represent. | ig. ee oe 


-. . = “When you spoke about freedom and democracy, were you 
thinking of the fifty million Negroes in Africa under British 
rule who have no voice whatever their goverrment? Gould you 
have had in mind the colored peoples in your West Indian posses- 
on Did you have in mind the nearly 400 million people in . 

we, 2 "We want to kmow definitely what Britain proposes to do 
“@bdout the freedom of these people. Are they to be permitted to 
_ @evelop their own countries in their own way, or doas Brits 

| Antend to continue sitting on their backs.- This is a ques 
that interests colored people everywhere. Unless they éan have 
assurance that they will receive the same rights and privileges 
as white people in the British empire, they can have no interest 
in the survival of Britain.® ne Noe ge See 
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RIGA, VIRGINIA + 7-10—41 


Cistom NEGO CONGRESS 


' | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Investigation conducted at Covington, 
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ith negative results, 
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“311, inconducting this investigation determine :- 
wheth: or: or not there is a National Negro Congress 
in iiounosc, Virginia. If so, it should be 


determined what are its purposes, officers, rules,” : 
and its membership. 
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{Synopsis of Facts: No information obtained that this organization |: 
presently exists or has ever existed in arg, 
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- In the course of this survey, the following persons have 
relatife Zo the presence of this organization in thse State of West 
and negative: results were obtained in each instance: : 


AT GLENVILLE, W2ST VIRGINIA 


AT WRRISVILLD, WEST VIRGINIA 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Fora Wo. 3 
This case originated at DALLAS, TEXAS 


| DATE ADE ~) PERIOD 
7-30-41 5-20-41 to 7-21-41 
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YY srrsis: Efforts made to Check out some of details c 
cof | — information that has been furnished by 
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a +o specific success. 
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' Reports of Special Agent 
Texas, dated 4-25-i,1, 
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peting in Fort Worth on June 13, 1941, 
advising of puch meeting. However, no such card was rcceived. For some u 
ed r thero was no meeting 28 indicated and the night of June ‘Lh, 49 
told to ‘ady to attend a meeting in Fort Worth Junc 18, 1941. 
ound at the Greonleaf Cafc, Fort Worth, Texes about 7:20 os 
when the latter said he was waiting for his girl friend, and shortly 
prior to that d "the boys couldn't together that night. Then a negro 
{ntroduced her as and did not call her given name. 


t the girl and he were beside to the latter's room, 
a re wr TED. 
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near “Mineral Wells, Texss for the June 1 Oth oe 


anticipated he would go with oa 
the Greenleaf Cafe, Fort Worth, 1.x:8 about I » 24941. 


and two negro men were witt 
9 or 1940 Pontiac Coech, 194) — 
went into the office of 
e Eye, Hegro newspaper in Fort Worth 
turn to the Greenleaf Cafe shortly. He mit 
on whom to con al Weils, Texas conce 
Camp Wolters. 
away in a 1939 * ch 
Worth s. At that tims 
When us to Mineral Weils, Texas, 
where he followed directions o in contacting the negro porter in the 
siness section of Mineral Wells. 
Ver, ; about a celebration. About 3:00 P 
June 19, 1941, eached Camp Wolter he ran into 
who was with a fa gro woman with «given name of who, from 
sation seemed to be from Dalles, Texas, and whose cr resided in Fort 
#orth, Texas. laimed te that there had already been 


ew'a (- e686 


or or . All of 


é room ¢ at Camp Wolters, and then all 
turned to Fort Worth in ar, and about 7:05 PM., 


he was going homc. 76,7 


GR the writer by tphone that 
rpms po a Masten, Sess tare Gls bctdenn 

une riod 
Houston 


according to information he had Just receivcd fro 
Field Office was requested to make appropriate 


individuals at thc bettor 2 as 
where urily stay. 
tact in front of Str eres, Store, Fort Worth, Texas, 


eome ing the day of June 2h, 1yh1 and would tely advise . -. 
the writer iate surveillance of might be then con. 
sidered. chan: ed to advise the writer on June 27, 2941 
advised the writer or only a few minutes and did not con- 
sider it advisable to tele e writer. 


On June 28, 19.1, EE on oc TT. would 
bring y the Parrent Garagc, Fort Worth, Texas, to sce hia, end 
: | 37C,P 
eal 2 -_ 


and subsequent to that date indicated he we 
but has never done 80. 


stated to 
wOuLG be WLLCE e Fo C y 4&4, 1941. There was 
such announcement as follows: : 
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"NHAA to HOLD MEETING «f 
Announc.ment was released by District Chairman OSCR B.— 
OMPSON that the local National National Negro Achievement 


association of america will hold regularly weekly meet. 
The NAA is a movement to foster the betterment of the Negro 
people. There is onc in your locality." — 


However was unable to find any such meoting at the 
Masonic Masque on East p Street, Fort Worth, Texas or at the KP Hall, 
6th and Grove, Fort Worth, the two placcs tha s in the past, con- 
tended that such meetings may beheld. ‘ 47 D 


- SP. 


r an 
> wher. 4 


ny Wom (Fao t eae 
— 1a “sy Write mh 


a a a ee ee 


7 
. 
~ 


; ae week of July 16, 2941 
when latter told him he t te meeting the night of duly 


11, 1941, and did not gu to the cvlored meeting. | b7D 


3: 
the week of June ort to elicit ormation ut the MAAA. 


When he suggested t. that e.me organization shculd attempt tc 
Sponsur a Clean-up .f thc ecclored cemetary, he suggested that perhaps the 


NEGRO ..CHIEVEMENT ASSOCL/.TZON OF aMERICK migh assist. aid 
een i one > MAAA. 


t seem to even know wh. as talking ab» oor 
<7 spoke to of the Fort Worth 
» negre newspaper, F : DOU! ¢ MAAA nitice that 


appeared in that paper July 4, 19," ° stated it was just e local 
social club started among negrvu boys in Furt Worth, Texas so far as he imen. 


D. 
Neither orf ui roars el 2.954 
g about the NAAA thrvug he cCunvLac was iearned that ome 
may receive mail at Port Wort ‘ae 


or mn 1938 after attending ward anc 
stated he was rvoming at 
irst came t. Fort Wort | 


asked about the NAAA as we 
Fort Worth Mind or. a July 4, 2941, and 
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The Bureau has advised that no conclusion | 
t. the handwriting comparison c.f signatures of 
th-8c a etter and receipt that came int. hands 


due to limitati.n cf material for 
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UNDEVELOPED LE/DS: 


THE DaLLAS FIELD DIVISION 


At FORT WORTH, TEX.S, cuntinue effurts to develo 
vf information that is being furnished by 


THE HOUSTON FIELD DIVISION 7 V7), C 


sT HOU ZS, repert results of investigation abut 
supposed tc have been at a leading Houston hotel 
ing the P convention thcre from June 24 to 29, 1941 
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- HIS CASE cms 2 N&Ei YORK, Nissi YORK 


REPORT MADE AT ia e 3° DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


4 HAVEN, CORN. 8/5/41 2/10, 11,19,21,22 
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a l,/2527,5/12,22, 2B/dulaacten or case 
NATIONAL NuGRO CONGRESS INTERNAL $7 URITY = R ies e 


SYNO. * OF FACTS: Preliminary investigation in Connecticut and . eee 
Rhode Island reveals instant organization not 
active in above mentioned states. Other informa~ 
tion in the file reveals that BARBARA FICE, South 
Norwalk, Conne and DONALD WHESDVIN of Hartford, 
Conn. and Miss ETHEL BROWN of Providence, R.I. 
are members of the National Executive Feard of 
the subject organization. Also that the Eastern 
New England Congress for Equal Opportwiities is 


an affiliate of the subject organizaticn and is 
active in Providence, R.I. ; . 
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REFER=!CE: Bureau Teletype dated 12/17/40. 


Report of Special ot 
Angele ted Ll, the report © 
Agent at Boston, Massaciiurcetts, 
dated gite b7c 


_ This investigation is predicated upen the Bureau 
Teletype dated 12/17/40, which requested seach 
Field Office to review its files ami mibmit reports 
to the Bureau, and in addition make t'icrough, 
discreet, and complete investigation « aicerning 
the subject organizstion. 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


5} Bur eau 
- New York 
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ate of icu a communication dated February 10, 1941, 


to the New Haven Field Division, stated that her records revealed 
of, eas ae af bha atracem awwant aet.i nn.” =— , ‘ * . is) a ae Se as LEN 


pare 


co RR ond 


advised this office that an investifatio ws Mad 
concerning the subject organization, and 
reports that the National Negro Congress 
City of Bridgeport. 


Ollowing investigation — the National Negro:-Co : 
ate at he contacted 


ad none could give any ormation as to the exisien:c 0 7h: D 
such group or organization here in Greenwich. Polk's argemmiah 


Directory, am the above name t Listed. 
Neither did the files of the », upon being -... “+... + et 
checked, reveal any information concerning the subject organization. *«¢*:-.~ pay 


' “> . 7 
Under date of April 27, 19,1, ny = * 
advised the New Haven Field Office that he could find (os! ew 
no records of the National Negro Congress in Middletow, Conao. bare 


the New Haven rield Division on i041. that 


checxed at the foun Clerk's Office ani found trat 
S Ore on is not registered as a corporation or registered 
under the trade names. The files of the Credit Bureau have been 
checked thoroughly and there is no information available. B7C DP | 


ae - «:~ by letter Jated March 
27, 1941 that the National Negro Congress was not active in New 


London, Connecticut. 
is A7¢ 


». 


Lee, es 


ay 12, 1941, 
advised that investigation failed to rev ble 4 
evidence ol tne activities of the National Negro bape = . f | 


; in the City of Waterbury... TO eer oe | 


in a letter dated May 15, 1941, aivised the 
New Haven Field Division that an investigation has been conducted 
and no record found of the National Negro Congress. 


RHODE ISLAND: 


for the State of. : Sie 
Rhode Island, a letter dated February 19, 1941, advised the | 
New Haven Field Division that in a search of their records, | no: 
record of the above organization was revealed. 
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zast Providence, 
R.1l.e, advised this office in a letter dated April 2, 19541, that 
the Wationazl Nesro Congress is not known to be operating in East 
Providence. 


po, I 2 8.35 28 Fh 
_ report dated 4/2/41 stated: "With reference to your request on 


the activities of the National Negro Congress, caret] investiga~ 
tion has been made concerning this organization. This department 
stetes with abdolute certainty that tiis organization has never 
becn active in Fawtucket." The Pawtucket Credit Rating Bureau 
and the Chamber of Commerce have no record of this orgenization in 
their files. An inquiry among persons who should have «nown of 
such organization revealed that this organization is not active 
_in or_around Pawtucket. 
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advised 


1s report revealed tiwzt the Chamber of Ue E7C,b 
redit Bureau, Better Business Buren, Secretary of State's Office, 
and the files of the Frovidence Journ2l contain no information 
concerning the above named organization. 
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On Febru2 2i4,, 1941 
"Cvised that tee 
vatblonal hegro Congress was not active in the. state of Rhode Aelantins eile 


| ond ay: been unable to obtain any ‘information, Oe St 
relative to its activities. =: : . (SE, OR 


71D 
In review of the file of,Srecial Agent 


y WHEEL IN of Hartford, Cont, 
wt SDE al {LEESTal. of Providence, R.I. 
are > naiiierd of the eananed Execu: ive Board of the l'ational Negro 
Congress. 


In a reveiw of the file of Special accel 
Boston, Wassachusetts, dated 5/13/41, it was ascertained that tne b7e 
New Eneland representative of the isational Associat>cn of the National 
Negro Congress is the Eastern New Fngiami Congress for equal oppor- 
tunities which became affiliated with the National liegro Congress 
shortly after the latter's organization. The organization has about 
200 members with its strength chiefly in + eee Massachusetts oF 


Providence, RoI. z : yk ee - >: . “ 
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At Meriden, Conne. | eee o~ ee . w + % | Bert Ko she: a ero 
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Appropriate Lieonabiintson will he made in secidia’ Xx! 
concerning the subject organization. 


at New Britain, Conn. 


Appropriate investigation will be made in liew Britain 
concerning tne subject organization. 


At Stamford, Conn. ; 


y 


Appropriate investigation will be made in Stamford © 
concerninz the subject organization. 


At Hartford, Conn. 


| will conduct discreet, appropriate investiration of 
Gs .. ascertain whether or not he is presently eigaged in un- ... 
ricén activities in his connection with the ase organization. { ae 


> * ~~" 


At South Norwalk, Conn. 


Will gonduct discreet,appropriate investigation of 
a. ascertain whether or not she is presertly engaged in un-American 
activities as a result of her connection with the subject organization. 


At Providence, R.I. 


eet ard sppronriate wghetbte of 


of that city to ascertain 7c. 
Penvoa veo 1D 331) - sumer’ ay) £ , = 


» amd will conduct appropriat vestlpavic 
ad erner or not the Eastern New England Congress for Equal 
Opportunities is active in that city and to ascertain its membership 
and whether or not it is engaged in un-American activities. 
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Mo further details concerning this Con 1Tre4s are available. 


The Rational Negro eens as it exints today, ure f 


proposed in May, 1935, at the Msti Conference he'd in Wahine ton, 
De. Ce 


In the latter part of 3995, 8 call was iseuel for @. NATIONAL 


Necro Congress to meet in Chicago, inois on Prbrurry 14 te By, 1136. 
‘This call was; 
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"To a1] Negroes, native end foreirn horn, _— 
To #11 Wecro organisations, churehes, . 
labor unions, farm end eharecropvers! 7 
organizations. To ell ay a 


: professional end political grcv;4. “To 

ALL INTOMNATION CONTAINED all erganisstione end persons of wrate. t=. 
HEREIN IS VECLATSIFIED race, who ge willing to fight (9K cor ote 
EXCFr I WUERE SHOWN , and gocial justice for Kegro«:. 


OTHEMISE. 
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The purpose of the Congress was not to wser> the work of 
existing organisations, but rather to oom heen ecccay? 65 unity of. etal 
of rn ergeninatcens. a res ee 8: 23 kd 
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"The following are tte points which the Congress 
plans to accoaplish es wtlined by John f. levis 
in the call and pamphiets 
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1. The organisation of the prot::t vf 
Negro organiretions asainst “iris, 


ee ; 
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Faiths ATUAL 


"social and economic injustices —. 

Fee ali ate rela 

that protest, °. arta 
gies 9 


United Bik eh Sitien wih: shes aeeeatiis’ t | 
tions around e basic minimus progran of 


Negro rights. 


Molding on a nation-wide scale, as never 
before accomplished, public opinion, both — 
Negro and wate, against theese Jeeta: Piss Bh As eo + 


A reaction’ és  reewit ef the first three *:” AEA 
‘items listed above among federal, state .. = 3 » >.> Be : 
and local governrentes which will result 
in the improvement of the conditions of 


Begro people in this country, an! finally, 


A reaction as a result of the first three 

items listed above in the trade micn 
field which will result in fairer treat-'” fo pee, 
“ment of Negro workers by trade unions. ¢ i we 


"These are some of the minimum demands of the - 
progyam aroun which we ak Gots Geil wee 
broad united front movement. Let us help build the 
National Negro Congress. It doesn't inter to 
destroy nor replace other Negro organizations. 

Every Party member, every Negro comrade, rust now 
begin to throw every bit of energy he can inte build 
ing local sponsoring committees in communities, 
helping to raise funds.® 
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The First ‘Caen — the following BavaD ‘demands: at FS 


"1. The right of Negroes to jobs at decent 
iiving wages and for the right to join 
all trade unions. Forthe right to 
equal wages and equal labor condi tians i bit a 
with other workers. For the organization ©. 33° ci. 
of Negro workers with their fellow white (0° 200" ty: 
workers into ee comrelian ¥ “ig 


Relief am4 security for every necdy Nezro 
family; for genuine social and ure 1 loyment 
insurance without discrimination. 


Aid to the Eegro farm population, to ease 
the burden of debts and taxation; for the _ 
Light of farmers, tenants and Beecwragpers’ 
to organise and bargain collectively. oe 


For a fight against lynching, mov violence 
and police brutality; for enactment of a 
federal anti-lynching law; for tho right 

to wote, serve on juries ani enjcy comlete 
civil liberty. 
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The right of Negro youth to equal opportimity 
in education and in the ecomomic life of the 
community. 


For complete equality for Negro wore::; for 
their right, alongs with all women, to eqnal 
pay for equal work; for Yelr right to- 
octane imberaatd Saad Ganesires andi 
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"their children - an enviroment which 

Cemands adequate bousing, good pee Dray. sect Paveed 
“and recreational facilities; for their. ° rare 

right to organise ss consumers. — hag! v. 
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To oppose war end fascien, the atteaptei 
sudjugation of Negro people in Ethivnis, 
the oppression of colonial nation? Lorough- 


out the world, for the indepencence of 
Ethionia.*® 
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Second Rational Nogro Congress 


The Second Eational Nezro ss was beld in Pilla 
Gelphia, Pennsylvania, on October 15, end 17, 1937. The. | 
Censress represented more than $00 , 000 members org-nised in °' 2. 
trade unions, oburches, civic, political ani fraternal groups. 


\This Consress was ad¢ressed by such prer.ineant Cop~ 
sunists or near-—Comemmists as: 


Jamcz W. Ford 
Clarence Hathaway 
Cr. Harry F. Ward 
Louise Thompson 
Willies L. Patterson 


The following is a liet of discussion: ertered into 
at this Congress in Philadelphia: 


into democratically controlled trade 
unions. 


Relief ani security for every needy Hegro 
eccial and 
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aia to the pare fore ied, te ease * 
the burden of detts and taxation; the 
right of farmers, tenants and 

to organize and bargain collectively. 


A fight against lynching, mob vicl=uce and 
police trutality; for the right to rote, 
serve on juries and enjoy complete civil “”.. 
liberty; and for enactment of a feleral §.-’ 
anti-lynching lew. ; 


The question of the Scotteboro Boys as a 
special demand, by tringing forward ita 
full social and political significance. 


The right of Negro youth to equal opcrtnity 
in education and in the economic life of 
the commmity. 


For complete equality for Negro women; for 
their right, along with all women, to equal 
pay for equal work; for their right to a 
euiteble enviromee»nt for themselves and 
their children—an environment which demands 
adequate housing, good schools, and rec- 
reational facilities; for their Fight Be - 
organise as consumers. | 
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"8, The struggle for econmoaic, pelitical, ~~ 
social end cultural equality o” the 
Nocro peonles the necessity of joining 
with all the progressive forex in the 
lend to defeat in a common frort the 
forces of fessign and var salina 


n Bee 


sp alta tiene: pilin aliases niaas toi ; 
who it. wil} be remembered has been the Commmist fa'ty Fe Ray 
for Vice-Presitent of the Mmited States, stated: 


"One of the most iarrvssive ovationr of the 
Convention was given to Pord, who was ‘rected 
with cheers and whiatling as he arose to erceak, 
The ovation scered to greater beights wien he | 
finished a mesterful address with the stirring _ 


and historic words, ‘John Brown's thse perches: 
on, '® 


In reportin; the speech of Clerence Hathasry at the Sesond 
National Necro Congress, the Daily torker stated; 


"In the cession on war and Fascism, (Cit: sree 
Katheway won the day with an unanswerable arpeal 
for the policy of collective security areinst war 
and @ caustic trimaing of Noraan Thouss, who 


echoed the Fascist argusent that eollective security 
aeans war." 
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Third Hationol Mopro Congress 


id 


ee a a ea Ty 


Washington, DP. C. in the Labor Department Auditcriu on 


i. 


April 26, 27 amd 2£, 1940. This Congress was a*tended by 
1,264 delecatcs. It approved the following major resoluticos: 


To accept unanimously and enthusiastically 
the offer of John L. Lewis to establish | 
a working — with Labor's —. 


To con¢écmn this Saverialist war eti.the 

policies of the Roosevelt Administration 

which lead toward war ani to cooperate 
th the progressive and labor fcroes in 


workine for peace. 


To demand the immediate dissolution of 
the Dies Committee as a great threat to ~ 
ow fundamental rights. : 


To press for immediate passage of Anti- 
Lynching Bill. 


A split occurred between the Comrmunict end Jon-Con- 
munist forces within the Third National Mesro Conross. A. 
Philip Randolph, who had been ite President up to that tine, 
refused to be a candidate for the presidency. Cn May 5, 1740, 
he issued a statement that the Congress was 


"deliberately packed with Communists and C.!.%. 
meabers who were either Communists or sy: pathisers 
with Communiste.® 


Te added that most of the contribdutiocas to the | 
Congress came from ©.I.0. unions and said that Join PP. iain. 
Davis of Washington, D. C., the Secretary of the Congress; whee ene 
hed said during an Executive Committee meeting in lew Tork, | l Pap ete : 
"that the Commmist Party contributed $10) a 
month to the Congress.*® 


Rardolph declared that the Commmist fart;, instead 
of trying to refute charges of the Dies Committes that it 
was a transaission belt tor Communist propagancs, 


rhas brilliantly suceeded ta' giving the oberge 
every appearance of truth and validity.® t 
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In his stead Max Yergan was the mop;os%1 nominec 
for President of the Congress. fe is a lecturc™ at. the City 
Colloge of Yew York and Treasurer of the International Com-... 
mittee on African Affairs. During his speoch to the Congress 
he defencec the Soviet Union and attacked Pres‘idant Roosevelt's 
foreign policy. It is interesting to note thet Jmes ¥. Fors «: Rat ai 4 
was elected to the Executive Committees at this Cowress. ~« .- ik 


The principal address was made by Jo=n L. Lewis. | 
John P. Dgvis, Secretary of the National Necro Conjress, in 
outlining the peace program, followed the iden‘ ienl amon 
of the Commnist Party when be declared: 


"The poeition which our Congress should ites , 
on the question of war should be to oppose loms, 
creditc, arcs or any other alé direct or iniiroct 
to either side of the bellizgerents. We speak out 
firmly against aid to Nasi Germany but we spoak 
with equal firmness against aid to imperi«li«t 
Britain and imperialist France.® 
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Pe said he belisvei that; 


®The Amorican negro people will refuse 't6 foley" 
Leu Aaeetinh Matias ta Ge ethan eaun the = i fs 
Soviet Union, will refuse to fall victin to enti.’ 
Soviet aiventures, will refuse to join Assrican or 
“world imperlalism in an attack against the Soviet 


people.* 


Ths officers elected at the aure Rational Begro a 


Congress were: : : | ia. 
eo *¢@ ‘es _ rae - i*¢ +, Sticap “» ispe babiie: aoe 


; “wwe wes Bt enrol Hy; 
.~ -*, & 4,7 Sree 2 . 
& ‘President * 5: . e" ARAB ree ac 


7 my.’ e ad Sere apy © 
' ; a : 
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Assistant Director of the 
Packing House Workers 
Organising Comsitteo 
Reverend Owen Whitfield 
Sharecropper Lesder and 
Vice President of the > 
United Cannery, Agricul- ) . ae ee! 
tural and Packing Workers) — Vice Frresidetse 
Xrs. Pay Allen 
¥ Member of Los Angeles 


of Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dr. Aodart A. Simons 


ee 
) 
; 
Dr. Charles Ae Lewis ) 
of Boston, Massachusettes a 
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Organisation 


The Rational hinie'e Congress is being organised 
under 4 regional, or district, and local council] busis. 
A regica or district is composed of several states, with 
a vico-president in charge. gency to be also state 
organisations. These are made up of city bodies or local 
councils within the state. The local council is the basic 
form of organisation. The local sponsoring cawittees, 


‘wbich initiate the movement for the National Negro Congress, 
- automatically become lecal councils. These councils are to’ 
be federated bodies of already existing organirations which .. 


affiliate to the council on the basis of a part or the ~ dy 
of the progran adopted at Chicago. 


The Hationzl Headquarters is located st 717 Flarida 
Avenve, Worthvest, Washington, D. C. 
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. the Waiiona} Negro Congress, it was reported on Deceaber 23 130, = 
in the Richsoni Mews Leader, Richnoo4, Virginia, that a meeting 
of the Conzress was hold at the Sixth. Yount Z4cn Church, 14 ment 
Doval Streot, Richmond, Vir » and among the persons attending 
the meeting was one was described as being en 
orraniser for the C arty. It was further noted that 


The history of the ‘eunenee reflects ‘that. since its oopilan” 
it has been under the leadership, for the most part, of two men: 
James VY. Ford, Mepro candidate of the Cormnist Party fcr Vice-President 
of the United States in 1934, 1936 eni 1940, and Joln P, Davis, who 
although he has not been proven to be a meaber of the Coununist Party 
has been definitely identified with that Party fer the pest five 
Jesrs. 


eee 

| So Se eee ee prter 2s 
‘Max ie ho a. the President or the Rational’ Negro : ET: Y: 
Congress, has been likewise identified with the Commiuist Party for;s< hes a 
the past five years. Scarcely an issue of the Taily ¥crier appears - as 
which fails to reflect the fame and accomplishments of Yer gan, sho is 


a Kegro. 


fn article appearing on pace 546-547 of the periodical, 
®*The Corzunist", June, 1949, attributes the followin:: oraeiger A 
John P, Tavis, a Leeder of the Kogro Congress: 


ap | have visited the foviet ‘Taten. | 
talked with the Boviet pecple. I have witnessed 
their accoaplishments and achievements. I kacw ‘ 
o” their ideals ani as;iraticns. I heve elitnessed 
the real eni genuine rights of its Crezdcn. I hare | 
witnessei their sany nations end peoples, drsiness 
and work in anity, colluboration and puece, IT * * 
knew of their deep frieniship and aii t« all oppresred 
pecpies anid on the basin of that experieme ae 
knewleige, which is shared by thousands cf people 
I firmly believe that the Bee «ib wwe Negro pecple wild 


refuse to fell victin to anti et vents 
STi refuse te oun bear ican oF Wark’ ir rfatiste 


in any attack against the Soviet veep". soegqpooee” a 
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Ae further indicetive of the cooperation rni in@iitration . 
of tha the Cocmunist Party in conrastion with the Rational Nerro 
Congress, it was noted in an article appearing in *' October 30, 
1949 issue of tho nnd borker thet: 

ft Oa - * oth Woe te 

"In e panel section. of tbe Convention : iy 
devoted to a discussion of political perties,' “s = 
Mother Elle iieeve Bloor Ohrdolt, Cammrist 
Cendijate for Congress froa Pennsylvonia, 
Secom Uistrict, spoke, advancing her Ferty's 
Prorgrum to aii the econonic status of tcth 
negroes an! whites an! abolish the pol) tax 


in the South.® 
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The officers of the National Begro Congress are: — 


Max Yergan ~ President 
John P. Davis - Secretar; 
Henry Johnson 

Reverend Owen Whitfield 


Mra. Fay Allen ~ Vice TTORSTES 


-- 
: e“ ?, ™ ¢., 


Dr. Charles A. 
Dr. Robert A. Simons 


) 
Reverend W. H. ie) oy Mr Se y: * 2 


Accomplishments 


‘The principal work of the National Icgro Congresz, 
in addition to being a part of the United Fron’ for the Cor 
munist Party, has been its campaign on behalf cf tae 
Scottsboro Boys, organising negro workers in the Congress 
for Industrial Organizations ard its campaigns on behalf of 
Anti-Lynching and"Anti-Jim Crow legislation. 


Racical Activities and Connections 


com’, rit “4. ¢°.50 ¢ Dies 5 ini 


: — “< geiny —- 
~ 7 " 4 


4’ . os 


The » ihe ties statements one teen 4 
W. Ford concerning the interest of the Communi 
the Rational Regro Congress: 


"In all of these issves, the role of tho 
National Necro Concress becomes of utmost in- 
portence for us. The Congress does not recalve.. = 
gofficient support from us. “It is still weak - 2000 = nas she + 
organizationally. It needs to be built ard it is - fae tes tag, a ee ie 
up to the Communists to Go their share in bulxiag' Ye ae <P ee 
to build it.” , 


"xe Comrmists were never doubtful aout tre 
significance or the cutcore of the Bationrl F-gro 
Congress. We were not deterred by the chz-g2s of 
"Communist docination.* We were guided ty wat we .-. Ys 
ee ee ee gee ep ; 
action.” > 


” ae 


wthe Com=umists have played a dig pat in this 
Cevslopment as well as in the strugrle for wi'ity of 
the Fegro people and the white masses. Our Party 
es a whole hss helped to crganize the Nemo peo dle 
erm hes gained wice sunport for their strvgy-es. 
There has been a better understanding on tbo part 
of Kerro Communists of how to work among the fmero 
masses, bringing to them Coemunist methode of 
struggle, and creating faith among them in tie 
ability of the Communist farty to break d-m: the 
barriers of pre judice.ccccccese® 
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"Today the tactic of the united front is 
bringing pene yee masses of —o s Leeilb - 


ee 
* On. - 5 


recorded progress made A communists and rang 

Celegatos who supported our progras, in the in- 

creasing work we are carrying on in the various 

organizations of the Negro people. Our acda-% 

successes are, however, just beginnings. its 

must now uniertake to profit from our experiences, ary: 

pistekes, shortcomings and svocesses, by shoring «.”~ 5 va “sey ** 

* what chances are necescary in our methods of work at its 

to build the Rational Recro Congresa.® 5. 


"It is necessary for the Party nenbdership, 
particularly the Nogro menbders, to seo the need 
anc possibility of strensthening our inflven'e in 
the existing Nezro els orgs I by joinitry them 
where possible and becoming useful members. Ve bet 
can today uiite the Negro people on the beels ef. «i, 
their day-to-day needs, and for the preservation ©* 
of democratic rights in such a way that the greatest 
mumber of people will be brought together in ¢ormon 
strugrvle." 


"Zo do not contrapose immediate isenes %o tha 
revolutionary objectives; we are concerned daily, 
hourly, with the miserable life of the whele of 


the khegro people, as a part of the larger strugrle 
for soclalian.* 


"4s a duly elected mesber of the Executive 
Committee (of the National Negro Congress) at the 


5 *- a . pete ’ 
a a mt eK 17. -—/ noth ee ake. 
y ' * - ; 


"recent Congress at Philadelphia, in the nove af 

the Communist Party, I pledge @ one thousan negra, 
Communists to become members of the Rationel - 

Negro Congrese during ite drive. . Our Cosmuniste ae 
mast become the most active and enthusiastic i oa 
workers in the National Negro Congress. ¥e must 

see that the best of these comrades are utilised 

for work in the National Kegro Congress.* 


“Ye Comsuniste must organise all our forces _ 
to rendée ineet snotititie %e WaamadaeeS Beare 
Congress in carrying out ite program. If 

' develop systematic work we shall be able 
fill very soon the task of developing 
People's Front among the kegro people 
United States against fasciam and war 
liberation of the Negro peonle.® 


"Great united front organisations such as the 


Bational Negro Congress.ccccocecWill be an inportamt ° 
sector of the Democratic Front." .— | : 


‘ yJames W. Ford has characterised the Fat/onal Begro 
Congress a8: 


"A broadening of the People's Front in 
America. The Congress is % upon the 
organizational idea of a federation of Nero 
organisations which, in — is the Herr > 
People's Front.® 
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group is regarded as the . ‘ai . 


Edward Strong, an executive of the National 


Negro Congress, has been reported to be a high functionary 
in the Young Communist League, 


The National Negro. Congress is affiliated . 
the Anericen Counsil on Soviet Relations. aa 


md 


®n0 st intellectual Red oetep | ‘tu folie. 


The Hational Negro Congress was one cf the 
organizations sponsoring the American Peace Motilisatian 
at Turner's Arena in Bashington, D. C., on Septendver 23, 
1940. John P. Davis, Chairman of the National Megro 
Concsress, was chairman of the nesting in Washington, ty res 
and introduoed a ee ee or 


“@ ey . 


Dr. Max Yergan, now President of the National 
Negro Congress, has identified himeslf with the Comamist 
Party for at loast the last five years. An exarinetion 
of the issues of the Daily Worker would indicate that it 
constitutes iteelf as being his advance press aze:+. 
There appeared in the Daily Worker for July 26, 1938, a 
statement to the following effect: 


 - 


si 


x4 . 
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fect the lives of millions of Hegroes.* 


William Z. Foster, writing in "The Counnist® for 
November, 1936, under an article styled the 
Socialist Party,* declared, in part: . pe 


"The Party's role was also one of signifi- *%. 0: . 
cant importance in the organization of the great °°: . : 
united front National Negro Congress in Chicago, — 
Yetruary 1936, of 1,817 delegates representing 
1,200,000 members organized in trade uniong, 
churches, youth groups and so forth. In ell 
these united front movements the Cocmsunist Party 


is an official participant." age 
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7 se aad | 
The Commnist Party of California issusd the fel~~. 7° 1403." | 
lowing statement concerning Communist work in the National  §= = ==. 
Negro Congress: eee 
} 


"The Communist Party has given full suppcrt 
to the program of the National Negro Congress, 
both nationally and in California. Communirt 
Party members in California worked very actively 
reg achicsvement of this United Megro feoyle's 

e* 


A. Philip Randolph, President of the Brot)imrhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters, resigned in April, 1940 aa fresident of 
the National Negro Congress on the grounds that it is con- 
trolled by Communists. Speaking before the Fiftecnth Anniversary 


he wale 
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= oft the Brotherhooi of Sleeping Car Forters in Merlev, 2 Ney York, “a i 
' of September 17, 1940, Rantelph declared: «© «° OP ee ea 


"scocccce We reject the Comzunist progras 
es s solution of the problems of the Mere, 
Deceuse it is the negeticon of democracy. 


Ke oonlemn al] Communist-Front and tranesission .. 

belt organisations as @ peril to the eonstructive”™ anete 8 sg fee " 
and sound program of the Negro people sirce they: a ae tae ! 
seek only to serve the cause of the Coarroist ~-- ° Pur ite 
Party, which is omly concerned about the success 


of the foreign policy of Soviet Russia," 


As indicative of the present activities of th Congress in 
comecticn with the Commmist Party, there has been pepared s list 
of ao-calied, "Quali fied Ke gro Bechanics in the Dictrict of Celusbis.® 


Jne Jonn P, Davis announced © ero Tress enced 

to maintain a steacy flow of Negroes to the Glenn }, Yartin Plast to 

apply for jobs. He armounced that gany would, of ecurse, be refused 
enploy=ent and that the musber refised would be prt) (oised presinently. 

It wes further intinated thet in the event such "pressure® shorld 

prove unsuccessful, consideration would be given tr picketing sas Lb7DP 
office of Sidney Hillman in Washington, D. C, .. - rae iene 


i.e © 


The above inforzation was furnished by NT = 
and hes not been verified by the Federal Burega of Investigatirn, — 
\ This inforaation was furnished by seacrandum to Yr, Matthew FP, 

McGuire, the Assistant to the Attcrmey General, on fpril 15, 2I, 


A newspaper clipping fron the Daily Worker fo: Atpril 24 26, 1941, 


sutstantintes this infcrnation and reflects that tie cosbi forces 
of the Netional Regro Ccn;reas ani the Maryland Yevth Cengress would 
carry on a drive to win jobs for 7,009 Megro Workers in the *Jin-Cron* 
Plant of the Glerm 1, Martin Aircraft Company and tie Ssthlehen Steel 
Canparry. 


o Ta 


Imvesticaticn in various parte of the "nited Sirtes hea t 
inticated thet Communist Orcanisers hove been active in c~canisinz ¢ 
the Nations] Mesro Conrress in many sections. 


ES ov 27%, C 
May 1, at a May lay Mecting of the Calukbus Secticn of the 


Communist Party, one Steve Grattan, Columbus, Ohio Perty Secretary, | 
presided at a meetin; which was attended by over one Innired members 


of the Carimist Party. At this meeting there were tro delegtes 
of the Ncetional Begro Conzress,. They were Cclwuabus, 4 4 
Obio, a Camunist Party Menber and eine en allecad ~-— 


Com-unist, 


Sinilar informstion was developed during an invynst! at © 
Boston, Vessachusetts, st which time adv 
that one robert A. Elmons, who was cytse, 


Besrd of the Nationel Mersro Congress hed formerly been «ployed '# the 


Gouli-Shew House where he wes doing settleuent work. 7%: wes ail’ 
o be a menber of the Communist Party. Julian }. 
Steele, who war in 1936, a regional President of the Fa‘‘%onal Be;"c 


Consres iv toriety because he cerriei a whie | 
womn, stated that he was believed to Ww ~ - 
e forser neater of t oung Coomuniot League and the Cvzeumist * 


end hai been active in all Tnited Pront activities, ~rrticwerly in a bre 
the activities ‘a the Boston Scottstoro Defense Comr'ttes in 19°: 
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July F, 1941 
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PERSONAL sting siete L 


a 
MEUOP SHOT FOR THE ASSISTANT TO TRE ATTORFFY GEWAAL, 
VATTHES .COUIRS 


Reference is made to your memorandum dated 30, 1941, ‘if 
wherein you suggested that the names of specific P7ront" Organisations, 


\ by available information, should be tranonit’e:! fo you for 


definition as to whether the orgariisation may be consiirre! "subversive® 
aith respect to tie languare of the Appropriation Bill fo the Depsrtmuent 
of Justice for the year 1942, which allocated $100,000.')) of the 
appropriation for the purpose of investigating Goverment employeece 


who are semb>ers of "subversive*® organisations or who advocate the 
overthrow of the Federal Goverment. 


js 


In comection with your sugeestion I an transcitting heresith 
@ Summary menorancun containing information available concerning U:e 
ational Negro Congress. 


I would appreciate being advised at your earlicct ccnvenierce 
whether this organization may be considered "subversivo" rithin the 
Janguape of the Bill inasmuch as investigations of perayns telieved to 


be,=enbers of this organisation are being held in abeyenre reniing your 
f he 


‘ : 
Lh copy of this senocranium is being furnished to /eeistant 
Attorrey Geno“al Kendell Rerge. 


Very truly yours, 


. : 
sat. Ecgear OTe ¢ 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: “-New Enclend Concress for E<.ual Opportunitir: hes established 
Jobefindins Comsittee under .cucershij) ae ee “RGIida Gil: 
Cranirce tion s‘onsered picketing of local c': ir estore o1 frounds 

of discrinminsticn against Necroes, which pic,et Jine ami subse- 

ucnt nesctiations with stere organization «<< conducted by EDWARD 


A 


~ 


fois the Cleaners a: uvvers Local, C10, 
and JALS.:. Licls,‘organizer*of. the 
nitbec Gitice anc .rofessional, workers Unicn, local .ilo,3, C10, 30: 
294, Viashington St., Boston, also kmowm as a ~» Finist.. Prominent® 
rmong pickct line were Liss ZARA\DUPOKT ' and 73”, DOUAL) LOTHROP” | ae 
cf the Cemnunity Church of Loston, both well-“<'i -7) 76x thoi 
Vities in jited Brent, oston 
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ihe boston Chronicle, a Negro newspaper of tu. ., 1941, eflects 
that the Consress for équel Coportunities has created a -lobs 
Co:nittee under the leadership of burs. VikGI: /.. hALL and GLLIAM ° 
a hC sail. 
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The Chronicle reports that this Jobs Comittee sponsored a mana” pioletiag’ ok 


in front of a local chain store to protest Jim Crowisn. in that: partitilar® 
store.” ¢ .. 
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The picket line and negotiations were conducted on behal’ of the Jobs 
Cormitte by the following individuals: 


BU AR) Reine tar agent of the Cleaners and byers Loc»l. this im 
, o[tFe . eved to be a Communist, is a Nezro 


" = : = e 
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JASES DURE IN, organizer of the United Office and Profes:ional 
workers Union, Locel No. 3, CIC, 294 washington Street, 


bostcn. this individual is active in the Americ): Peace 
Liobilization,. 


Prominent in the picket line in behalf of the organization vere Miss ye det: 

CARA DuPONT, aged Cambridge spinster and prominent in all United: Front..-7 +- ; 5 Shia = . 
‘ activities in Boston, and the Rev. DONALD LOTHROP, Pastor of the~Commu- grhet ~F 
‘nity Church, Boston, and also active. in’ United Front activities. ne te tes aE 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
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* (G11 establish the bakground of the following A 
people who are.active in the Eastern New England. Litt 
Congress for Equal Opportunities: 


# Will interview 
of the National J sociation or the Advance’. 


Colored Peonle 


Wot e.ugsu 


A. Uv -bATGe, .4SS. 


‘411 recontact 


ouncil, ior Iurther information concerning © 
the activities of this organization and Com»unist 
influence therein. 
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RCF : MRK ' | August 5, 1941 


BOAT EL, Be in Charge , Rob 


ru: | \ 
Dallas, Texas ; we? 


: \ 
ne: Rogro Achievement Association 
of America; et al ,/, 


Dear Sir: Internal Security - C, 


With reference to Laboratory Report # , in ponnection with the 
above-ontitled case, there are transmitted herewkob photographic copies of the 
following specimens which your office submitted for examination: 
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Specimens Q] and Q2. 
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Very badd yours, 
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‘cme tt) CY SON ANTAINED 


ny i gr gag es ete? John Edgar Hoovei 
I DATE MIs 74 5 sl Sskige Director 
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_Enclosure | 
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{. eteral Rurcan of investigation -.- 


United States Department of Justice 
JCK:SEB Birmingham, Alabama 
100-63 August 10, 1941 


Director 
Federal bureau of investigation 
Washington, ve. C. C 
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Re: WATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS; 
Lin SRUAL SECURITY _ Ce 


Dear Sir: 


ED 2c, Alabana, furnished tis office 47D 


4th a cony oO: What purports,to be the “Ageiuila" of the National 
Negro Consress by JAS WetORD, hegro Communist ll Bp 
report is entitled "SPLCIAL LEDTING OF WEGRO CO@DNSSION OF CEC. 
Ai.D THs SECTIO:: CO3cITTLE HARLELi SECTICW = October 19, 1935." 


It is to be noted thet this is apparcenti: a trans- 
crintion of a report on a meeting of at least part of tie Central 
ixecutive Conmittee of the Communist Party, at which %u:e plans were 
laid for, the organization of the i.ational kegro Conzress, ostensibly 
to replace the Leacwof Struggle for jie iehts. In connection 
Wita the latter organization, furnished a cop, of a 
booxlet entitles QUALITY, LAND Aw FReEcDOL" purporting to be a 

—Trozra:. for iiezro Liberation," published by the Leazue of Struggle 
for iiegro Righps, 2162 Seventh Avenue, Kew York Cit-. 
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inasiuch as it is not known whether the :ireau his 
previously received conies of this report and booklet, !oth are 
being transmitted herevith for the information of the Hureau. 
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Very truly yours, 
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LE. P. SUINAIZ, I dead 
Special Agent in ChAYr:2. © 
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( OTAL *T RTO OF NLGRO prearvontitee C.E.C. AND THE SECTIO™ 
COMMITTEE HARLE: SUCTION - October 19, 1938. . 
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AGENDA: 1. The letionel Negro Congress (Ford) 


i 


as 


FORD: This meeting today is a special seottas of. the Negro Conaiesion”< of ‘the Goer the Prt 
the section committee of Section 4 and other invited comrader. It was called especially + 
take up the question of the Netionrl Negro Congress. 


We are going to texe up now the question of the Nationel Negro Cengress. It is neédessary 
know some of the fects about what we have done on this Congresrr. 


The ides of f Nationel Negro Congress is nothing new so far er tbe Communist oe 418 e0on- 
- gerned, . the Communist Party, for more than @ year nov. im, af: seg Bethe va 
tion avaes: he position-of the LSNR; ‘the growth" ‘and: weakné sees “ef, and othe 
emeeme timé the growing strucrles of the Negro pecple “in the country, here net SEiteed thet ne 
for ea Netional Negro Congress for the purpose of drawing together el] the verious mass 


orgenizations of the Negro reople in this country eround a Prcegrem for Negro rights on thc 
basis cof the United Front. 
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The LSNR when it was first formed hed as a basic progrem the déevelcprent of @ movement, tri 
is, @ broed movement drawing into it all the Lass organizations of. the seer? people aroun 
minimum progrem of Negro rights. 


% . : ; P oa 4. 


. “i 
‘ é 2: ae, - in . 4 Fey: Petite 
‘Modey, we recognize that the progrems of all’ the eae Organize tions have feiled. I don’t 
have to analyze the NAACP, Urban League, the Garvey movement end. their programs. The Negr< 
churches and fraternel orgenizations -- that whereas these besic organizetions have failec 
and we know why, et the sme time when We anelyze and see thet in the covntry today the 
Negroes sre largely Orgenized in these organizetions, we have the possibility of utilizin 


these organizetions end bring them into a progrem around the imtediate besic demands of tr 
Negro people. 
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in e debate with Frenk Croseweith, ‘lest Jenuary, I spoke of the need of e Netional Negro 
. Congress and since thet time there has been more or less coneci»us development of this ic 
The Chicego Defender carried my speech in full. 


, a > 
The recert Sonference o6 Waelidaaian. D.C.-orgenised by the Joint Coasittee on-National 
Recovery brought together r uiumber of people, working class Organizations, petty-bourgeoir 
orgenizetions, etc., to diecuss the position of the Negro undcr the New Deal and the HRA, 
We felt thet it would be possible to utilize the conference of the Joint Comnittee on Na- 
tions] Recovery herded by John P, Davis, who has worked very closely sith us to bring for- 
ward the ides of ae Netionel Nefro Congress. 


We had meetings with John P. Davis before this conference and re werked out together with 
him how the idee of eae Nationcl Negro Congress should be projecte’. John D:vis got the ider 
of the orgenization of the Congress from the Unemployment Conerees held i: Washington, D.C 
The conference took up the question of the Negro under the NHA eto., end gave facts of the 
conditions of the Negro people which showed the need for a brceder congress. 


Following the conference, he celled together some of the people ond set before them the ic 
of calling a National Negro Congress. There were a number Of people including Locke, Dorsec 
etc. During the conference Kelly Miller agreed with us, Kelly Miller got up end stated oz 
‘Sundey night thet this wes one time he coild agfee with the CP, on the Neticnal Congress. 
had all sorts of people at this camference, endorsing the Congrecs. In the preperetions, 
John P. Davis got out a special article for the May issue of the "Crisis". He had this 

article mimeOgrephed and sent to about 500 Negro leaders in the country evé invited them t 
perticipeate in the Mey conference and eleo asked their opinion on the National Negro Con- 
egress. As & result, before tre Congress was held we had 2? enio-seneits. Such ae: Rancol 
Bishop, Carter, etc. This is e cross section. In sddition tc that,’ 7 ne-spapers includir 
the Afro-American endorsed the Congress. | hee SSNeeta 
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The character of the response is extremely interesting for us. It has been just what we 
expected. For example: one individual stated thet "I agree with this Congress because it 
should be like the Indirtn National Congress." The Indien National Congress brings togethc 
in Borbay, representatives of millions of people in Indis, of ell political Opinions and i 
is very interesting to see thet here in America the people are thinking in the terms of s1 
@ Congress. This is s united front Congress in India. It brings together trade unicas, 
political organizations, all castes, etc. ee 


Another individual seys: "Yes, I can agree with it". He says thet the old Negro leaders } 
outlived themselves. "Se should have e Congress with the rank end file in the lead.” 


_dnother says he "is not afreid of radicals but e Congress must have the appearance of not 
ing dominsted by anyone political opinion.” With this, we agree, however, we xnow that we 
are going to organize it.” 


fi "b, 4 % 
oe * . 


Pe 


i 


; <4; Bt, 


more e 


Lae 


+) 


a4 BA 


EI 


~ y-sWrx 
ag. r 
a 7. 
™ . . 
. ‘ 


to > 


rye 2 


MINA INE ECS 


~ ~~ —. 


- 


f . ( 
* another seys thet there has been long ea need for e Netionel' Negro Cohgress. Theré hes n« 
been one since 1922 end thet failed. He sent us the literature of the other congress. 


The respOnse from the South: "i/e need such a Congress.” "It will help our people in the © 
ff ie ” 44 “ a ii 
Another seid: "We need such a Congress but it must not replace any other organization.” 
ey fg te ae Sos a Hr wre: > 
So we see comrades, thet the character of the response to the ides of a Netional Negro Cc 
gress is the cross section of the Negro people in this countr), trade unions, conservetiv 
etc. ¢ 


es 


Our aim therefore, to utilize this conference in Washington, [.%. on May 18-20 to bring ¢ 
this idee end we were more or less successful. We had 150 delegates at this conference. 
_ had at least 250 people in attendance, local people such as students, ‘governmental *emplo} 
etc. The delegetes came from the following perts of the country: ‘District of Columbia, 
.~Merylend,-Virginis, New York, Pennsylwanie, Alebeme, West Virginia, “Arkanses,+Ohio,- George 
Tennessee, Illinois, liississippi -- 12 states and the District of Columbia. 


Here ere some of the organizations, about 22 of these that were represented at the confer 
Southern Tenent Fermers' Union; Netionol Urban League; Alphe Corority; Negro Bar Assn., | 
Sigme Theta Sorority; Omegs Psi Phi Fraternity; Negro Medica) Assan., Socislist Party; Bre 
hood of Sleeping Cer Porters; Renk end File Committee of A.A.A.; Sharecroppers Union; Fed 
tion of Colored Fermers; Young Cormrmmnist League; League for Industrial Democracy; Africen 
thodist Church; Netionel Associetion of Colored women; International Labor Defense; and c 
; ; deme se ‘ cr , a eee 7 tare 
The following student representetion is also importent ‘from the point of view of the yout 
Howard University, West Ve. State College, Mergen College (Beltimore), Crtholic Universit 
(white), George \.cshington University (white), Wilberforce Univers‘ty (Ohio), Virginie Ur 
Virginie State College, Tt:iners Teachers College. 


- ——— 


The governmentel representstion--Dept. of Lator, Commerce end the Dept. cf Interior, etc. 
These people, of course, does not mean a united front, but scme of them participated in t 


discussion. Newspepers es well es local pepers were there. The Washington Post gave a l 
of spéce to the conference, — . , 


Ghe Program of the conference; | 


1. The status of the population of the Negroes under the lew Deal:- John P. Davis. 
Ze The Negro Ineustrie]l Worker. a ee ———— 


3. The american Negro farmer - this in the form of @ sjmpcriun. 


I think, comredes, thet we can say this conference geve us certeinly a lot of basis for t 


Netional Negro Congress, It wes well organized. The workers delegates h:.i an overwhelmin, 
influence at the conference, The sharecroppers came directly frem the South. The profess 
had spoken et the conference and deplored violence. Lspecielly DuBois..One of the Sherecr. 
pers gOt up and ssid: “Meybe I am not for wiolence, but I just hes 35 bullets shot at me,’ 
I realize thet you've got to use force." Thet wes e very effertive answer to Dubois. 


MacFerguson of the AAA geve & very good i:pression. DuBois and Kelly Milier developed an : 
tack egeinst the white working cless. MacFergiscn got up and mede en excellent impression 
He spoke of the growing unity of Negro and white workers in the steel in‘ustry. Also Rob: 
Dunne end Allen made speeches along this line. The purpose of the middleclass was very in- 
teresting. For the first time, I began to see thet there is beginning to develop a consci: 
ness on their part of the role of the Negro proleteriat. Theat these people such as Dr. 
Bunche, etc. end even some of the students, are understandins, this is very interesting. 


The Perty did not mechanically dominate this conference. Although Kelly liiJler did try to 
réise the "Rei Scare", no one could say thet we mechanically ‘jou inated te conference. I 

Spoke about five minutes on Sundey ni¢ht endorsing the idee o: © “sti one legro Congrees : 
why it shoild be held. Then the following night, my speech wes prepared enelyzing the pes! 
of the Negro people end the need 6f such a Congress. My speec). belped to bring more pres: 


to the Perty end the role of the Party and more Sympathy in the Party's program as far as 
Negro liberation moveuent is concerned. 


Now as to the character of the Nationkl Negro Congress. I em sure re there is sane dis- 


Sgreement with our policy of self-determination. Bunche, etc. differgwith us on the ques’ 


of self-determination. But I om sure thet if people like Dorsey really understood our pesi 
tion, we could bring them much closer to us. 


At the conclusion of the conference, 6 committee wes set up for the purpose of organizing 
Nationsl Negro Congress. The conmittee proposed that: 


Those who heve elready signified their desire of joining in such e venture should constitr 
themselves into an initiating committee for the purpose of drefting e cell for the Congre: 
end that this Conmittee present this proposed cell to « large nymber of individuals and o2 
genizations thus Signing the call would consitute the Ketional Sponsoring Committee, which 
would set up proper sub-comiittee and temporary officers for working ous details of the Cc 
erees. Since then there hsve been 52 responses in connection with the Congressec. as fr)" 


C 
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' PERSC!S DEFINITELY PLIDGID TC SPOMSOR THE PICCSED CONGRTSS 


Mrs. Ernest Alexender 
Mrs. Allice arrinrton 
Mr. George Vi. Beasley 
Bishop J. A. Brey 
Mr. Jesse B. Bleyton 
Mr. Sterling Brown 
Miss Nennie Burroughs 
Mr. Joseph Beker 

Mr. Tansel Putier 
Dr. Réelph Bunche 
Mrs. Myre Caeilis 
Mr. Elmer A. -Carter 
Bishop R; 4. Carer 
Mise Marion Cuthtert 
Mrs. khyrtle F. Cook 
Mr, James A. Devis 
kr. B. J. Davis, Jr, 
Mrs, Addie Dickerson 
Mr. Eerman Dreer 
Mrs. Lethis Fleming 
Mr. Lionel Florent 
Mr. Snow F. Grigsby 
Rev, Thames Harten 
Mr. Williem H. Hestie 
Mr. Eugene Holmes 
Mr. Ches. P. Horerd 
Mr. Cherles Houstor 
Mr. Weyne L. Hopkius 
Yr, Albion Hartwell 


This shows how brosd this movement is. 
58 more people that have endorsed the idea of a National Negre Congress. 


New York, N.Y. 
Orange, N.J. 
Washington, D.C. 
Chicago, Ill ~- 


Atlante, Ga. oe 


Washington, D.C. 
Vashington,D.C. 

Philedelphia, Pa. 
Weshington, D.C. 
weshinctoi., D.C. 
Wesbington, D.C. 
New York, > 


Chicago, Ill. - . & 


New York, N.Y. 
henses City, iO. 
Chicago, Ill. — 
New York, N.Y. 
Fhile., Pa. 

St. Louis, ino. 
Clevelsend, Ohio 
Weshington, D.C.. 
Detroit, Mich . 
Brooklyn, N.Y. ° 
Washington,D.C. 
yweshington, D.C. 
Des ijOines, Iowa. 
Weshington, D.C. 
Phile., Pa. 

New York, N.Y. 


issued sometii:e in September. 


Now se to opposition ta the ides of e Congress. 
ie bitterly opposed to the Congress. 


his usefullness. 
nitely Opposed, 


Lukewarm positiors: 


The Urbon Learue. 


Rev. W. H. Jernagin 
Mr. Regineld Johneton 


; Mr. Billiam Jones ~ 
Mrs. Jeannette Jones .. 
‘Rev. Harold Kingsley” 


Mr. Edwerd S. Levis 
Dr. Alaine Locke 

Mr. B. Fe. MeLeurin 
Dean Kelly Miller 
Mr. John M. Merquess 
Mr. Joel Miles 
Mr. T. G.-Nutter 


4 Mr.. Harry W. Fayne.’ 
*Rev. A. Cleyter Powell! i 


Mrs. Felen Ll. Finkett 


Mr. A. Philip Rendolph 


Miss Nine Roberts 
Mr. Harry Vi. Reberts 
Mr. Oscar Seffcld 
irs. Christine Smith 


Rev. Marshall eee of, 
Mr. Jesse ©. Thomse ™.. 


Mrs. Mary Church Terrell 


Mr. ®. J. Trent 

Mr. Howard D. Tooijem 
Mr. Jack Thoms 
Dr. R. R. Wright 

Mr. R. Valentine 

Rev. S. N. Vase 


> ’ F 


Wash., D.C. 
Atlante, Ge. Vv 
~ Phila., Pe. 


* Chicago’. 11)" 


2 Chicago ;*T11 


Baltimore,Md. 
Wash., D.C. 
New York, N.Y. 
Wash., D.C. 
Phila., Pe. 
Chicago,- Ill. 


“Charleston, ¥.V 
.Waab. Dig, 
» New Y R.Y. 


Phila., ". 

New York, N.Y. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Richmond, Va. 
Montgomery, A) 
Detroit, Mich. 
_ Indianapolis, 
. Atlanta 9308. ; 
{ Waeh.Aw D.C; + ; 


©: Institute; W.1 


Washington, D. 
Birmingher, A 
Hilberforce, | 
Bordertown, N. 
Neshville, Te: 


Here we see we have © croes section of the count: 
The call will ! 


They ere ae follcws:l-—Gecrge E. Haynes 
2--Dr. DuBois also dprosei but because he_has ont): 
His position does not amount to very much politicelly. 3--The YWCA is « 


There is e mlit in tie Urpen League. Although : 


cCiejly it hes not endorsec, there are some peuple who will en‘oree the idee, but there e 
some who will not endorse it, 


The NAS4CP is lukewerm on the ides also, but it is confined tc ren like Welter White end ~ 


Willirms. 


Foliticél difference:: 


Huston perticipcted in the committee and endorse’ 
officiel of the NAAC?. 


Dorsey end Herris ére not Opposed to the idea oj 
are Opposed to & Netion:l1 Negro Congress which includes churciies, 


tre Congres, but not as en 


e Congress; But 


fre terne). organizatior 


Their idea wes thet we should only heve a National Labor Congress, indluding trade unica. 
They ere éfreid of clurches. As e matter of fact, they sey the churches end the freterne 
genizetions will mean nothing. They sey, even if you get these fecple, they will come to 
Congress with the ides of breaking it up or bringing themseives forrard. Of course we kn 


Whereas the ideas of Harris end Dorsey are not ageinst the Netiorel Negro Congress, neve: 
lees their idees sre not mich @s we would accept fully. Thei> isees would lirit the move 
of the Negro peorie, confine it solely to the labor orgenizs‘ «is. “hey mrj be sincere, ° 
it shows thet they ao not unverstend that even these churches rnc fraterne] organization 
etc., have meny Workers. At the same ti:.e they don't understw the tactic of organizing 
Netional Negro Congress. Certeinly we have no confidence in the leaders of these orgeniz 
tions, but it is necessary to get them to endorse the idea because we want to penetrate 


Dorsey seys thet if we heve ren like Wilson of the Elks to endorse it, he will not do an: 


But if he does endorse it, we cen then go into the Elks. 


When we get these Leaders of ti 


orgenizcetions to endorse it, t: en we can go into these orgenizetions end get renk end fi- 
delegetes over the heads o: "the leaders. Now we have about convinced these people of inv 
the churches, etc, What they ere efraid of is that there will not be sufficient working | 


orientation. How will te guarantee it. 


How will we guerantee it. 


By organizing various 


ferences of trede unions, etc. We will utilize this Negro Lebor Conference within the Nea- 
Negro Congress to set the tone of the Netional Negro Congress. 


We heave contacts with freternel orgenizeti ons ond here is where the Party will come in a 
the orgenizations to participsete. 


Now es to the character of this Netionel Negro Congress. The Congress must be as broad ae: 
possible, trade unions, farmers orgeniztions, churches end lodges, clubs of Negro worke 


eat 7 Fer. oe Ce a i Bl et tht ee ee Se ee ee ae i ee a ae = 
+ ay f ok — “ee , aeye “: oe ¢. a Fly. : = cy °2 | Pes BSNL NE TP co tale a iSa*s..3 "34 b . “se. ees 


ae ate a ere we ee eked. 4S Se 


‘- 
ats, youns peoples orga. izeticr«, Church orgenizetions, See Organizations, etc: ° 


1.8t Perty, Communist Party, end even individuel clubs of the Republican and Democrati: 
Aes. We should try to get them to send delegates to the Congress. 


at should be the progrem of the Congress. «a minimm progrem must be agreed on: Ageinst 
gm crowism, ageinst lynching; civil rights in the South, Negrc rights, etc.?.We*do’not we 
@, bring forward the full program of the.1SNk. “However, in connection with the: preparati« 
the: Congress the LSNR should develop es “broad campeign for the Bill” of: Rights and*if“vwe 
get sufficient support between now and the Nationel Negro Conerese, it may ‘de possible fo 
is to bring this Bill of Rights into the conference as we did with HR 2627 in weaning ten. 
Aa 
e could develop_stete Bill of Rights, Locel Bill of Rights. In Fhiledelphbia 5 politicia 
have introduced e Bill of Rights, elso in New Jersey, showing thot it is possible for us 1 
develop on & locgl scale, these bills. Our Bill of Rights should be a progr eround whi 
-we can attract aenumber of people. We already should be thinking ebout: same. ‘Congressman 
Not-Lyndeen.or Merosn Poni 0. . “But maybe_ there “are. a 
men. Now as to biitchell--we know thet he won't do it. 


But there are elements in Congress todey who will do it. In Chicégo and New York the com! 
Congressionel election cémpéign on a Labor Party progrem should be built arcund such @ Bi) 


Now as to the role of the LSNR. Every branch should begin new to work in its locality to 
get endorsements for the Nationel Negro Congress. But the basic question fcr us is the Cor 
munist Party and its units. This brings up the line of our Part} in going into the mass. 
Orgenizetions todey, of our comrades getting into these orgenizetions and populerizing th’ 
Congress, end get these orgenizations to endorse the idea and begin to work alreatly to‘ de- 
-welop a sentiment fur the National Negro Congress so that theee people will think of it. ° 
unit in the territories also and these concentreting units must concentrrte on the mass 0) 
ganizations, of getting them to endorse the Netional Negro Congress. 


Me mst build e base for the Congress. On the bottom. One of the reaknessee of our work : 
the fect thet we are not sufficiently getting support in the orgee nizations. We ere not te’ 
, advantage of whet our Party is doing. For exemple, the Joint Yonference. Je have the unit: 
front, but unless the units begin to work among the members represented at this united fr 
«then we ere lost. We are lost locelly and so far as the Nationel Negro Congress is .concer 


.Therefore, the role of i units is wery importent. To get the endorsement sent to John P. 


Devie, at 1822 S. Stree N.W. Waehington, D.C. immediately, alec get_sore financial supp: 
for this Congress,.enui to bring forwerd the progrcn of Negro righty end lead in the every 


day struggles of the Negro people. Harlem gives us a good eyuryle of how this should be 
done todey. 


The mein thing is to get these orgenizetions on the besis of 1 rinimm program. This cong’ 
is plenned for the letter pert of the yeer, waybe just before the Congress of the U.S. op 
up or 6 Week or so leter. Let us sey that if we can héve a real ticed GCougress of the Neg. 
people to discuss the Negro rights, etc. I am sure thst we wil] mel-e a real historic turn 
the strugeéle for Negro rights. 


The comrédes in the trede unions, perticulerly of the A.F.of L. loce’s mst be prepared t: 
serd contributions anc endorsements. Sympathetic white organi.rticns must be approached : 


But the work of the units must be made on the besis of the most friendly approach to thes: 
workers in the organizatiors. We don't have to take into the orgenizations the whole ide: 


of the proleterien revolution and the full Communist program. Just issues of unemploymen 
Negro rights, etc. 


The Negro Libcretor first should endorse, (and has already dc: this), week after week, t 
ides of a National Negro Con:ress. The Negro Liberator shoul! 1. utilized by our comrade 
for explaining the meiniug of the Naticual Negro Congress. sn° 3 th'n« {tt ~ill not only 
help the Congress, but it will also help the Negro Liberator. 


Now as to finances, I won't teke it up in detsil now. It's going to take from 3 to 10,00 
Gollers to finence this. John F. Devis is going to heve an office in Washington, D.C. hi 
should try to get contributions to him. He is nov on @ tour, under the euspices of the J. 
Comittee on Nationsl Recovery, end populerizing the National Negro Congress. 


We will have to help initiate regionel and local initiating committees. The plens for thi 
will be ennounced lster, Articles will have to be prepared on the Congress. Loren Miller 
is going to write one, Berry hes elready written one, and I shell have to write one, also 
B. David. The Negro Commission will have to plan out the deteils of the Congress. 


DISCUSSION 


Sem Patterson took the floor and discussed the Negro Nationcl Congress and the United Soc 
ties League for Negro Rights--spoke of the hMiess Trial to be held on Saturday, June 29th. 
Was proposcd that the Congress be brought up at the trial to have the organization endors 


> 


a . 
- 


Messe: In connection with the Mass Trial--proposes: that verious ceupetinn doniutinn ‘Kings. 
T. Holmes, Vi. Burroughs end Comrades from Philedelphie be invited to participate in the 
Mess Triel and spesk on conditions in their rerpective fielde end pleces. And’ the jury 
shculd and would conclude from this that condi.ions of the Negroes ere the Same. in other , 


perts of the city end the country--and in this wey the idea of e. yt ional He 
{ghoul pe‘ projected. we". Neem” a deen ee Tee REEL wise. 
Manning Johnson: Proposels for Progrem et the National tides Seekelia’ 
1. Ageinst Jim Crowisn. 
2. Against chein-gengs. 
De CivilfRights for Negroes (right to vote) in South. , 
- 4. Mentioned that Congresaen Netthew W. Durness of Pi tteburgh, “ 
might introduce the Bill of Rights. 1 beg Sethe’ 24 
— : e 5. Agitation and propeganda ‘work. in connection with, the. Congres 
the radio... Gongress Call should, be broad garrying statements ‘of prominent: in 
who head ar different organizetidns endorsing the Congress. 


6. Leading Negro camrades should be brought fcrward in connection with 
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the Congress, 


Fitzeereld: Spoke on State Conferences in preparation for Nationa. Negro Congress, In th 
New York Stete Conference, Harlem will play the leading role. 


Berry: 1. Bill of Civil Rights hes been given over the Inter-Juridiciel Coma hee to. de x 
efted. ¢ : %. i a a x 
‘*. 2, Should heve the perspective of oulbbtine the Bill w th the idea. of e | Labor Perty 

especially in Harlen. 

3. Regional Conference should be sponsored by Locel Spon scoring Committee. 


4. In e sméller meetin¢e, work out plans for ea regionel locsl conference within 4-6 
weeks, 


B. Devis: 1. LSIR should be built now es an effective means cf tuilding *he Congress itse- 
2. LSNR ever broader in program than United Societies engne For Negro Rights, 
which is canposed msinly of fraternal organizations. ~ a. 7. 


S.- LSNR if congress is broad will marge with Netiona’ Negro Congress, but still 
Maintéin its own identity. 


“e The hegro iA berator should be used as a hase es the organ to, 1 build the 
' > ” @?.. 
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Congress. 


Negro Cemriesion, C.z.C. 
&.i. Perry, Secretery, 
Jumes \.. Ford, Cheirman. 
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synorsis or padi Meeting held at Cleveland, Ohio in summer of 1936, 

National convention of the subject organization at 
ington in.February 1936 by persons interested in Ne; 
labor problems, Lgcal Council partiall formed witl 
WILLLA’' O.} WALKER as ‘president my Ae iS oe {ER * as £ 
tary, but organization broken up throuch k of int 
shortly after, HERMMA! {BROWNE of Akron, Ohio reporte 
have been elected Statd Secretary at a pre-conventi 
meeting of Ohio delegates at Washington, UV. C. in J 
1940. Subject organization not know to b= active i 
Cuyahoga County and Northern Ohio, Severa: endorse: 
were prominent in the|National Association for the J 
vancement of Colored People dropped conresct:.o; with 
sudject organization on learning of its leftist ter 
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Bureau teletype dated Decs 1940, 
Report of Special Agent Onri2. datec 
9, 1941. 


Retort of Special rent > Cleveiamd, dé 


January 17, 1941. 
Report of Special Agent Cincinnati, 
Jamary 32, 1942. Re GSA CnTAMNED 
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pre of Akron, Ohio was elected to the National Executive Board of-thé.sub=2 ar eey (a ¢ 
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—_ = =— reflects that. a local: Council of the subject: ‘orgarii~ ; 
gatipfn was formed in Cleveland, Ohio as of June 19, 1936 and that the *” 
work of this Council was centered chiefly in labor unions, The same 
report further reflects that local Councils were partially formed at - 

Y Campbell, Ohio, Referenced report of Special Agent ? 


eflects that the following persons of Cleveland, Ohio 
were endorsers of the anare~ Negro or 


fase | . fh ‘ . Kemer , - 
CS rerma\iEao et: AW. Miss 1. ‘pean orca Zee, a : 


> n- fw Ww Se we aah 
“MR. EUGENE DHEEXS , / REV, De cain WALKER X 
Vy 


, MISS UAUDE WHITE ~ WX \. “ "(| REV. HORACE aT 
Fr 1) 
\ REV. JANES P, | Foore 


‘ 
. ~_+-—- 


. hi 
A review of the’ information on file at the Cleveland Public “NE e; 

. Library concerning the subject. organization reflected that HERMA)/ BROWNE = a 

ject organization at the Third National convention in 1940 at ogee yn Sais 


phia, and that there were 34 state representatives from Chio who attend-. 
ed the convention, The names of these representatives were not listed. 


\ 
It is further determined that at the Nati ional Negro Senevees A 
convention, at Chicago, Illinois, February 14-16, 1936; the ee 
persons from Ohio were National Executive Council merbers: J re 


“7, 


Ff 3 : 
Seas oF LR. ge aE 


| 7 
¥ISS UURTIS HOWARD +: r% MISS MAUDE WTS: «Cis 


hy Bi nae pf 
Mm. WILLTAL \MeKNI GHT | . 


: - The Delegate's Report of the convention further 4 
that 35 delegates attended from Ohio, 


a... that there had been a meeting of negros . 

as early e summer of 1936 at which time negroes interested in the 

laboring problems of their race, particularly with recard to union mena= 
bership, had attended the formation of a local Council of the Naticnal 

Negro Congress; that this meeting was held aiterihe first national... 
convention of the National Negro Congress in 1936 at Eetlonedene ys that St, we 
according to the information he had been able to obtain, aman by the: - ye: 
name of WILLIAM O. WALKER, who is presently the editor for the {Cleveland ;<- ow 
Call Post,~a weekly Negro. newspaper, had been elected president at pes ae. W.> 
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© tame and that OSCAR RUCKER, rr been wise: pooroteryi 
went on to state that when the National Negro Congress first tried 

to arouse interest in its organization in Cleveland, they attempted 

to draw upon the membership of the organization knom as the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People; that leaders of the 

subject organization may have succeeded in the first instance, but to 

his knowledge several of the persons who had formerly been interested 

in the organization had dropped ause of the leftist tendencies ine“. - 


of the subject organization, stated that MR. EUGENE CHEEKS ¢Ss5 5 “se 
is the editor of the'Cleveland é€, a negro newspaper and is a re-s7y.)-% ./ 
putable individual who has no connection with the subject organization 


and has not had any connection since the Salts of T00PEIENO, in 


. . 


1936. He stated that LETHIA FLEMING is the wife of TC! 

former member of the Cleveland City Councils that ene i€ ona Seay 
basis with the Women's Division of the Negro Elks and that s 

great woman for organizations, tated he knew te 


knew definitely that.she was no with the subject org ree eth - 


tion although she might | rested in it at:one time, . ee 
to REV. JANES P,’ FOOTE, knew him to be‘a “paphist. “3 an 
_ minister who had left Cleve r three years ago and was . Pa *: 


presently at Akron, Ohio, and that if FOOTE is connected with the 
subject organization it is the first time that had ever 
heard of his being a radical. 


f 


ae ey 7 % ” - s en . "7 a 4 —. . ** 


7 | : é ‘ x , 
: in conclusion, I sata. oon. he is very fe SK “ieee a mx 
in negro circles in the city of Cleveland and Cuyahoga ‘County; that . 


through his connections he certainly would know if the National 


Negro Congress were functioning aho nty or Northern Ohio, ~- 
and that.on making inquiries he had determined 
definitely that the subject organiza ctive in Cleveland 


or in Northern Ohio, | ak | 
In addition he stated that some individuals who had “? 
represented themselves as being members of the Natioral Negro Congress. ae 
had contacted him in 1936 in regard to supporting New Veal candidates 


and that this was the last personal contact he had ever had with any 
of them, 


stated tna ce: had int:2r- 
e National heero Congress 


he had : 7 tion, ari in fact, 
that he at the time 
ation to one which was sincerely interested in the e 


dyanc ent of 
colored people, and for that reason he had supported it, amie. 
further stated that he had not been in the organization long befcre he. 
realized that there was a Communist influence in b at evict since that 
tine he hai dro ; ith it wate 


he state, Lash ae 
one OSCAR XUC en elected secretary. He went cn tc.say that * pre bat / a 
the organization had completely folded up in Cuyahoga County and from: 47 /@*. %- 
his contacts in other parts of the.state he knew of n= place in which ° #057" ; 


there was an active Council of the subject organization ind that 


_- 


tie . 
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~ ae. 
the Situation at present was such thet there was merely talk of the ¥a% oat: 
“organization but no one was doing anything about it. He stated that Af 
he understood that delegates had attended the National Convention of 
the subject organization at Washington in 1940 and wiile at the con- 
vention had held a pre-convention mecting at which officers had been - 
elected. He did not know wino these officers were but did know that 
there had been no meeting in Ohio prior to the convention and that 
there had been no set method regarding the selection of delegates, but ie 
‘rather persons interested in the advancement of negroes had merely-: Stipes > le 


attended on their own initiative and certainly had not .been SaPporeey > "Ss a 
‘any funds of the organization, ~ athe. A Toke: 


_ Lt yaddition to the avove Frent on to say that he has 
known “JCHN P, AViS, who is the present secretary of th2 subject organi- LD 
zation for a number of years; 
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? "In conclusion 


He statei tat it was 
his own personal knowledge that new negro organizations coming into 
a community would attempt to draw from the membership of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People or else would + yrewnset [a as 
attempt to interest the local Council.of the National Association es say *. 
for the Advancement of Colored People in the new organization; that. a oe | 
this was tne case with the National Negro Congress, tut he covld 
honestly say that the local National Association for “he Advancement 
of Colored People Council had no radical tendencies an] certainly 
would never so over to the National Negro Congress at the present 
time in view of the Comaunist publicity that he had b22n given et 
the subject organization, and he -further volunteered his services 7 
to the Cleveland Office to supply information concerning the’ subject ai ,2+.+;.4, 
organization at any time he learned of its activities either in this- ges ted 
state of Ohio or in some other state. He stated that the ~ opera “ae 
had never really had a basic organization at anv time in Ohio to his’. 
knowledge, and that as far as he knew no individuals from the heai- 
quarters of the organization were presently attenvtirnz to organize 
councils to re-orranize defunct courcils, In addition, he stated that 
as lonz as the employment situation was as good as it wis at the 
oresent: time that the people of his race were not int2rested in any 
organization that preached Communist propaganda and for tnat reason Pare 
he did not believe that the subject organization would ever gain- 7 he 
ee sy 


a foothold in the Cleveland area or in Ohio at least within the next 
few years. 


7 C 
4 rederal é SD 
Buildings, vleveland, svatec at he fe eard ¢ 1? O° ganization 
and had heard negroes talkinz about it in the Clevelend “brea, but 
that he had never known anyone who had been connectss with it in the 
past 3 or 4 years; that he understoud that the subject organizetion 
had atte:spted to form a local Counc’'l in Cleveland at one time, but 
to his knowledge this attempt had failed, 
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10, Was tne pre <“1y of the : : 
for the State of Ohio, stated that he knew nothing of 
the activities of the subject organizaticn and in f:ct did not believe 
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that the organization was active in the State but that “BROWNE. had. 
merely been elected 
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UNDEVELOPED LUADS 


THE CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION 
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oye hide 0 ana 8 eae tte pe a arkeh- 
At Akron, Ohio " m% te eae 4 


wil] intervi-w QUE. «2 cning the 
background and activities of subject organization in the State of 
Ohio, 


Will also deterazine from him the nanes of any indivicuels whom he 


. may know t bers of the subject organization. It should be =, 3": a wee Qt 


noted that is known to be an active menbers of the Workers ., Sy a 
Alliance in Ohio. : ee ee 
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Mt The Notionel Negro Congress, expressing the deep feel-i~ 
Ing of the Negro people, is enxious to cooperate with -all 
‘Se: Americens in promoting the cauge of peace and of full demo-m 
Me: ow . crecy in our country. ) , aes 
. She National Negro Coterece te working to secure the ms 
<fur1 rights of citizenship for the Negro people. . It is: work YR 
ing to put an end to segregation and discriminetion and to. "ha 
secure employment for Negroes. It demends the passage: of pg 
Anti-Lynching and Geyer Poll Tax Bills and fosters the spir sae 
of unity and cooperation between the Negro. and White peoples if 
in a common struggle for their mutuel welfare. ee, e 


a ~}+ 


: Negro vomen throurhout our country are ‘pleying vt en: nin} ae 
creasingly important role in developing the struggle -for the 
above aims. They ere varticulserly active in the fields of ft 
employment, housing, and the promotion of educational and re 
crestional facilities for their children. | A. 
The women are becoming more and more awere. of the dan-*" 
gers facing their sons and husbende as our country, $e. draeg- 
ged further into the present war, And it:is the ‘omen who 
continue to demand, through: orgenizetions | ‘guch 66 the Nation 
al Negro Congress, thet we keep’ out-of ‘the wer, end that “* & 
4 their lives, and those of their loved ones be not ondangeredita 


The Manhattan Council of .the National Negro Corigrg es ie 
launching a jobs program to- secure Biiployment of Negroes 
the construction of the new battery’ tunnel and on the /new a vr? see 
lines of Brooklyn. The Council has also started a "Job-hunt ies At. 
in Harlem for Negro women in the white collar sNGUONETS > ak es 
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74 at this Women's Conference. of hej American 7 Peace Mobilization 
.? to rally to its tupport by: clea. 


‘of , 


+1 » WAS 


1. Electing a renresentative from their Ee 
organization to work with the Men- 
hattan Council; and 
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Mailing the neme of the representative 
to Miss NaomilKornecker, Executive 
Secretary; Moe ee Council, 200 Vent 
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\ Mepartment of Justice 
Ph aie tl CH ashington 


August 11, 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE J. EDGAR HOOVER 
Director, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 


This refers to your memorandum of July 31, sub- ~ 
mitting a summary memorandum containing information 
available concerning th ational Negro Congress, and 
requesting advice whether this organization may be 
considered "subversive" within the meaning of that-- 
provision of Public No. 135, 77th Congress, which re- 
poses in the Federal Bureau of Investigation the duty 
of investigating Government employees who are members 
of subversive organizations. 7. a 


It appears from the information guepiied: by-you — 
tnat the National le Congress was organized in’ ~~" 
Chicago pode in 193 Among its leaders have been ie 
James W./ Ford, a candidate of the Communist Party for 
Vice-President in 1932, 1936, and 1940; John P-/ Davis, 
who has been identified with the Communist Party; and 
Max ,Yergan, who has been likewise identificd with the 
Communist Party, and who became president of the 


National Negro Congress. 


The National Negro Congress was one of the 
organizations sponsoring the American Peace Mobili- - 
zation at Turner's Arena in Washington on September ~~ 
13, 1940. John P. Davis, Chairman of the National -: 
Negro Congress, was chairman of the September meet— -, 
ing of the American’‘Peace Mobilization. Prominent <« 
Communists have issued public statements te the | re 
effect that the Communist’ Party had an important: | 
role in the sari £, the National ro oN ’ 3 

Via 
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a. 
ah A. Philip ‘Randolph, President of jhe. Brothe 


hood of Sleeping Car Porters, resigned April, — 
as President of the Congress, on the grqund thats Af tH 


4 actey F cS 


NW FORMATION CONTAINED ' 
HEREIN IS ESE ASSIFIED ¢f 
DATE Wits (34. yy sf- 65KIK 


yergan, who became President o ne Congress 
ini May, 1940, made a speech before that gathering de- 
fending the Soviet Union and attacking the President's 
foreign policy. At the same time, James W. Ford, who 
has been mentioned above, was elected a member of the 
Executive Committee of- the Congress. 


The foregoing data necessarily leads to the con- 
clusion that the National Negro Congress is a Communist 
front organization and therefore should be regarded as 
"subversive" within the above mentioned provision of 
Public No. 135, 77th Congress. 


ity | 
Matthew F. McGuire 
The Assistant to the Attorney General 
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“ponenxx INFORMATION FURNISHED BYY 


GE PROVEDSTO BE WITHOUT FOUNDATION AND FRAUDYLE ENTs 3 | +t 
SIGNED STATEMENT OBTAINED ADMITTING “ABSOLUTE HOAX ON bust 
OFFICES WHERE Lids OUTSTANDING ADVISED TO DISCONTINYE. ..s 

“J=XXX -KITCHIN is 


ACK AND HOLD. 
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TITLE: 

NEGRO ACHIEVEMENT »SSOCIATION OF AMERICA; 

NEGRO CONGRESS OF abLERI1Ca; 
NEGRO YOUTH CONGRESS; ° 
NEGRO RaCE CONGRESS; 
NEGRO EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
‘COLORED SERVICS WORKERS LEAGUE; 

 NSGROES AGAINST WiR COMAITTEE; 

' NaTIONAL N&GRO CONGRESS. 


-—_ «=o 7s = XX © 


Information furnished in this 
case by Sound 
to be a complete fabrication. 
Matter closed upon authority of 
the Special Agent in Charge. 


ok oe 


Report of Special agent GS dairies; u 
Texas, dated July 30, 1941. 
3 J’ 7c 


DETALS: 


Contact was made of the following negroes who have 


been mentioned by s having been connscted. 
with the negro movement in S casc: L7D 


4 


Fort Worth, Texas, 


Fort Worth, Texas, 


2 — New Orleans. E.J. CONNCLLUY 


DS é , CY = 
3 ‘ ms : P ° 

& 13: 2 — New York, 
nn 


— Fe 

wk ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED “My 
HEREIN 1S 

; qsl1e BY SEC 
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i.) 37 
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DALLAS #100-436 eee 6-28-41 
i] —___—$aedi Worth, Texas, | 


as :.:: Worth, Texas. 7c 


None of the beforementioned people knew anything what~ 
soever about the movemen*? crat has been reported in this case. Some of then, 
are well known and rather respocted negroes in the Fort Worth, Texas, 
comaunity. 


- 
———_ * 
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act 15 also nade offi 
Fort Worth, Texas, and he, too, ktnew | 
nothing about instant movement. ely Ww d 


It was that a photograph furnished by the 


t as that of. was actually a photograph cf 
member of a band Known as tne WALTER BARNES BAND. The photo - 
ap oh in the February 22, 1941, edition of the Fort Worth Mind, 


weckly negro newspaper in Fort Worth, Tex: 


£73 


The before mentioned informant accompanicd the writer 
to the office of the Fort Worth resident agcnt on August 19. 1941, where 
after being confronted wit bias Gefére mention:2 :.cfroes end 

¥U Worth, Texas, and questioning 


information he had furnished in this 
matter wes the result of an entire fabrication on his part and contended 


that he alono is involved in this hoax. Ho furnished 4 signed statemnt 47 Cc 
to this effect. 
‘ : 
Inasmuch as this entire investigation arpcars to bo 
the result of fabrication on the part of the before mentioned informent, 


- Same is being closcd upon prior re of the Special agent in 
er ; 


CLOSED 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATE AT DALLAS, TEXAS rite wo. 100-1295 


REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FF | REPORT MA~= + 7C 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIAA | 9/4/41 =| 9/4/41 ' Se cx 


feta : CHARACTER OF CASE 


NEGRO ACHIEVEMENT ASSOCIATION OF ALERICA; EL AL. | INTERNAL SFYCURITY - © 


$443¢ 


| synopsisorracts: Io investigation conducted. Telegram to discontinue 
investigation received August 25, 1941. 


- RUC - 


REF sR ECA: Reports of Special trent ee lated 


| 4-25-41 and 5-2&41 at Dallas, Texas; telezran from 
5 the Dalles Field Division, August 25, 194]. 


DETAILS: 


Cn August 25, 1941, a telegram was receive “rom the “alas Fiel€& 

. Divisicn which requested the discontinuaticn of investigation «f the instant case.» 
- Accordingly, this case is being referred uron completion tc ')< office of origin Se 
without «ny investicative work having been done by the New “-leang Fidid Divisions 
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September 18, 1941 


’ Special Agent in Charge 
biew Orleans, Louisiana 


Bk: MEOHO ACHIEVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA, et al; INTERN L 
SECURITY ~ ¢_ 


—- os, 


Deer Sir: 


Tour attention is directed to the report of Special 
Agent dated at New Orleans, louisiers, 
Sep ar 4, , ebove-entitled case. 


It is noted that copies of this report were not 
forwarded to the Dallas office, which is designated ar ths 
office of origin. You are instructed to have the required 


copies prepared end sent to the Dallas office for its inlor- 
mation in the instarit matter. 


Very truly yours, 


Jobn Edgar Hoover 
Iirector 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. i oo’ 


- 
THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT ER YORK, WN. Y. | PILE NO. 100-99 -. ‘ y Pe 


—_ * 


. id ; “Ga . “sn . <> A, “4 A ¥ 2% ~- -t ie } . 
= DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT maDE BY  . “ : e 
er WHICH MADE 


WASHINOTON, D. C. 9/9/41 9/7/41 yo 7c Cc MIC 280 . 


TITLs CHARACTER OF CASE 


REPORT MADE AT 


NATICNAL NFGRD CONGRESS INTE! UN) SPCURITE = © 


r 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Meeting held September 7, 1941, by the Gitinens 
Committee Against Police Brutality, tenporary 
comittee set up by National Negro Conercer end 
sponsored by leading alleged Fronts. + 
of the plans for the meeting obtained wont 

set out hereinafter x 67D 

notorious. Comm ist, borage : 

as Chairmm of the mevting, at which werious .- -: “God 
alleged Communists spoxe demanding an aid to oy 
police trutality. apechers demanded tit sore”  °* 
negroes be placed on the Washington, TL. C., > apt 
Force and that they also be give high ; o¢jtions 
that organization. Petitions were dis ri tuted . 
the meeting which were to be returned ©» the Citissas 


Committee Against Police Brutality and the desandn msde 
oy that petition sre set out hereinaft.. 
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spon sorec by the !; ~ 
om e igainst ‘Police Brutality to tw held a 
September 14, 1941, Washington, dD. GO. 


— 2 


AT VASHINOTN, 1D, C, 


The following investigation is predicetre3 ofon iniorzatio 
broucht to the attention of the “iashington Field !‘itision id Special 


www 


>  - 
APPRO VEO AND Srecia. AGEwT MOT WRITE IN TESe SPaces 
FORWARDED. Im CHARGE Bo 


CREE ih 


a ga ah INFOSTIATICA CONTAINED. | 


“2 = Rew Tork Usneis.), EREIN (5 UriCLASSIFIED 


Aest. Dir. FE. J. Conelley ATEY(23/26 B BY s/-1 


2 = KNashingtm Field 


US COVERRMERT PRINTING OFFICE : 41-0 - 201886 


> --_ —_—< cm —— ——i-—- — a - a eet tee tn 


‘so <_< 


“a -& 2 «¢ . 


~.“" Agent | eee bentenber 5, Ia, at which: ‘im ys 

" Agent found during the course of investigations «a fiier®: 
announcing the District of Columbia Emergeoy Conference on 

Police Brutality. ; 


The flier mentioned above contained, in evudstance, 
the following information: 


®CALL For an Inmadiate Program of Action To Stop ‘Peasiog’ =i Batt 


a eS os 
Brutality At The District of Columbia Emergency Conferense to be-~. si oe ge af 
Held at the Metropolitan Baptist Church, R Street Between Twelfth ’’ oon 


end Thirteenth Streets, N. W., on Sunday, Septeser 7th, 1941 at 
1:30 P.¥." 


This flier was published by the Citizeir Committees 
Against Police Brutality, located at 717 Florida / venue, N, ¥., : 
Washington, D. C. The CALL stated that the Conference would 5 . | 
plan for a giant march and rally in support of watever demands *~.-"* AS si 
the people attending the Conference think should be rade™ to ow oo >, ah 
the City of Washington a decent place to live in. Itis inter” “9° *. - 
esting to note that the sponsors of the CALL were various alleged Paks Fo 
Communists or Fellow Travelers here in the District of Colundia 
and also alleged Commnist-Front organisations. The following 
is a list of the sponsors which is contained on the flier mcutioned 


aLove, distrivuted by the Citizens Committee Against Folice Srutality: 


‘"Sponsors: Individuals: JOHN T, RHINES, Southuset Civic Association; , 
U. SIMPSON TATE, National Association for the Advircenent of Colored: #4: 
People; GEORGE GOODMAN, President, Urbsn League; fev. B.C. SMITH," 
Metropolitan Baptist Chur chy Rev. M. CECIL MILL", Firet Baptist =~ ~ 
Church; ESPIER B. SUTTON, Chairman, Interracial Cormittee College — 
Alumise; Rev. HENRY CAMP HELL Rev. THOMAS FREEM/"T; JOIN P. TAVIS, 
National Secretary, National Negro Congress; KIC!U-}) HANCRO T, 

National Chairman, American Student Union; JOSHFil CANUEN, Vice- 
President, American Youth Congress. Organizations: Warhington — 
Industrial Union Council, CIO; Vashington Negro Y:1:th Federation; 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action; Washington Cowmclil, 


National Negro Congress; Cafeteria Workers Union, )ocal 471; United 
Shoe Workers Union, Local 136." 


A copy of this CALL is being forwarded to the lie - ene 


another copy is being maintained in the files of the Yashingtm 
Field Divisio. 
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Obtained 


= the ormation regarding 
pre the actual Conference held September ", 1941, by the 
Citizens Committee Against Police Brutality. 


On August 5, 1941, ae ae ites 
that the COBB brothers, neyoes in the Distric 
were slain on August 4, 1941, by a Metropolitan Police Officer, +.“ oe ee 


and he wanted to know if wanted the inquest -to be ke arin 
t to the citisens ef’ "8D s- 


the District of Columbia. 
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“f Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ~ 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption‘s) (ALC 7/ /D) with no segregable 


matcrial available for release to you. 


[J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 


(_} Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency‘ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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[} For your information: 
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The above information res set out to siice the connection 
between JACK MINK and his alleged notorious Commnist so-workers and 
VARTIN CHAUNCHY, Secretary of the District of Colusbn'a Commruist 
Party, along with the Communist menbers of the Net!vial Negr: Son- 
grese, in setting up the Citisen: Committee Acai-et Srutalit-. Due 
to this fact, it was deemed advinsble that the writer cover ‘he 
meeting held on September 7, 1941, at the Metron’ Jitan Baptist Church, 
Vashington, D. C., and the follciing are the res: it: of that coverage, 
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- At onetime ras P.M. ;. on the artemoaaf 
ber 7, 1941, it was noted by the writer that tw girls o have *” 
been seen at various alleged Connunist-Front peng 4 Pg meetings, 
were parading the streets in the vicinity of the ‘fetropolitan P 
Baptist Church and were selling the Daily Worker, The idmtity of 
these two girls could not be determined; however, it is believed 
that the writer will be atle to maiaad them i: a later report. 
i sen hag OA Somat ae > 
‘The Citizens Committee Against Police Brutality meeting < * Eta ty, “*e 
was held at the Metropolitan Baptist Ghurch, colored chureh, ¢3., 8?" 
located on R Street between 12th and 13th Stree! te, N. We, and it 
commenced at 1:50 P.M. DOXEY WILKERSON was Chairmw of the met- 
ing and called the assembly to order at that tirs. At this time, 
those on the speakers’ platform were the followin; individusls: 


9 
o 


JACK ZUCKER, employed United Shoe Workers Union, 
Local 136, mda notorious Coast known to this Field . 
Division. 


+. ve" 
“e ° ~ »%* 


JOHN P, DAWES, National Executive Pen of the ett Fe 
National Negro Congress, colored, and a notcrivyne Commnist 
known for his activities through the country, aid Natio al 
Secretary of the National Negro Congress si’ ca ite ~inception. 
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: DOXEY VILKEHSOU, Chairman of the meeting, employe: as 
Professor at Howard University and knom througoat the 
country for his Communist activi ties, i . Reged | xs Oy 

: ~ : 1G" Gae-  : yr. 


CURTIS MITCHELL, who represen ted the Lew Students ~ é “ 
Association of America, colored. 

, 

J. FINLEY WILSON, colored, Grand Exul':i Itiler of the 
Negro Elks of the World. 
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HUSH B. MILLER, white, employed Bitumiiy:s Oo« 
Commission, busbend of HELEN MILL § S7C 
uid Chsir- 
men of the Kashington Committee for Democra'ic Action. 


Mrs. RUSSELL ROBINSO"!, colored, member 11 the Civil 
Liberties Committee of the Tomm Elks. 


7 . "s *.°4 r os ~_ é wy . ~y) —_ 
Ute 45 Maye +e en de 


- Rev, W. f. ‘JERUAGDI, Pastor a the Mt, ‘ Carmel +: - 
: Baptist Church, and one of the leading menbers of the 
American Peace * Yob4Lli gation and the Washington Comittee 
for Democratic Action. r 


At the em trance to the church, oolored ushers were dis- 
tributing literature published by the Citisens Comeittee Against 
Police Brutality entitled, "More Facte About Police Brutal ty® g-t5.*\yer- id 
‘The substance of this mimeographed literature advised that they St)” 
Citizens Committee Against Police Brutality has organised a hts x ee 
Petition Campaign for 25,000 names addressed to the Commissioers 
and the Police Department of the District of Colvn ia, and de- 
manded that; 


"l. That Officer WEBSLR, killer of the C)BB brotiers, 
be immediately quan and held for fe: Grand - . 


Jury ats 0k ee ei 
Pe We wae ag ae 


Tet Major KFLLY effectively deal with the® » ES . om 
problem of police brutality; that e statenent < 

be issued by Police Headquarters on the futvre 

policy of the Police Department, end that the 

section of the Police Manual, wiih respect to 

the use of firearms be read at each change cf 

shift in every Precinct station. 


~~ ars «7 - 
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That a citizens trial board be created to re~" 
place the present discriminatory Police. Trial... 
Board, with power to fix adequats punishaet, 


That 59 Negro appointments be ordered fof ths 
District, and that a Negro be appointed Captrin 
of the Second Precinct. 


That the Police Cepartment, in co:lia:ce with 
Article IV of the Constitution of the Inited 
States, prefer charges against percerr imed'ately 
upon thelr arrest or dete@mtion, em that these 
persons shall not be held indefinitely for 
‘questioning,’ or molested in an; re:. 


Compensation for dependents of a)l }clice murder 
victims," 


on 


> 
~ . 


ing various attacks on the negroes by the Metror-liten Folics 
Departrent; however, it is not deemed advisahle to set. the 
complete mireograph out in this report. the sar ie being 
forwarded to the Bureau for whatever purpose it "sy serve. 


The audience present was made up of approximately... 
"1,100 negroes and approximately 40 white people, the najority ; 
Deine Jewish, and they were engaged in distritating literature” 
and circa lating among the crow! the Petitions hended ont’ by the 
Citizeis Committee Against Police Brutality. The idmtity of 
some individuals in the audience was knom to the writer, and 
they were the following: 


THELMA DALE, negro leacer in the Ameri‘en Peace 
Mobilization, Southern Negro Youth Federatim, _. ge 


_ National Negro Congress, and an adleged ment er Sco Kets eae ke 
af the Communist Party. = ‘ag = “. Pea... g oy ¢, ; eae he 
: Pa ok fe ee 
MARTIN CHAUNCFY, ‘Secretary, District of Colasbin agi is. 
Commnist Party. 


JOHY CASEY, white, CIC) organizer, Unit / <3 
NADLLINE MORMAN, Nationsl Negro Congresr, who made 


speeches for the Negro March that nas to bei 
held on July 1; 1941 in Washington, 0, Ce: BE 


VARCCLLA MOORE, Secretary to JOM! P. IV.¥IS of the - | 
» National Negro Con:7'ess. 


GEORGE B. MURPHY, JR., 100, National Kezro Congr ess, i 


Pea 


DOXEY WILKERSON, Chairman of the meeting, alivised that 
the Citisens Committee Against folice Brutality was a temporary 
committee, having been established about three wed n ago, being 
sponsored by twelve organizatio-:e, He stated that it wes the 
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. se of the iaehss to ‘ Peorganise and functicn on a ER, 2 
scope and fight police brutality in the District of Columbia: ¢3.%2,% 4: 

WILKERSON condemed the Police Department for their deliberate ~ 

mrders, citing that in the past four months four negro people 

had been slain. WILKERSON then wmt on te condem the actions 

of Captain JEREMIAH SULLIVAN, who is present Captr.in in the 2d 

Precinct, in Washington, D. C., which is know as "the colored 

bel t", and WILKERSON then praised JOHN P. DAVIS of tho Mational . 


: | Negro Congress in fighting police trutality. WILKEBSM ‘stated “42>: btigh.je~, 


that an incid@mt which happened in the 3rd Precinct was ‘write. i ee aMae « 
washed and that the Metropolitan Police Department in Kashing fon ¥- RFs 24197 
De C., were "pulling in negroes" on no charges and plecing them 

in the police lineup with no warrants having been placed and, 
furthermore, that the Police Department uses abusive language 

ageinst negroes, He then asked the audience press't why this 

condition existed, and he advised that the reason behind it vas 

that the majority of the police officers were prejudiced against  . - 
negroes due to the fact that Washington deing a primarily pagerticnge 
city in which the negroes were segregated both as to living con. 4 
ditions and public affairs and also discrimination as to employiient. F. pee 
KILKERSON then condemed the Police Department Trial Board, Coroner's “: se 2S 
Jury, District Attorney's Office, and stated tha! the segregation : 

of the negros was "semi-Fascism". He then went on to condem the 

Southem Poll Tax Congressman who, ne said, was respcnaibtle for 

the conditions of the negroes in America today. 


WILKERSON then introduced the first sperker of the meet- 
ing. as HUGH B. MILLER, Chairman of the Washingto:: Cosmittee for es 
Democratic Action, and MILLER stated that the Pelice Lepartnent. a3 = ne 
were using dragnets, having no warrants issued a1! emloying the : aie 
™echnique"tof HITLFR. He adviced that the prob’en: of the negro — 
vere also the problems of the white and that we sre now using 
FTTIFR'S theory here over racial] superiority, wiich every negro 
detests, and that furthermore, it is sabotage to denocracy. 
¥VILLTR the advised that the Warhington Committee for Democratic 
Action demands that it ve stopped and that an efiected prot«st be 
registered in the District of Columbia, in industry and eleexhere, 
and stated that “we met orgaize our efforts". 


WILKERSON then introdiced the "Lighter for democracy", 
JOHN P. DAVIS, National Secretary of the Negro Congrese, and 
DAVIS received quite an applause fron the aulimce present. 
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ee HOF hy | ee ead 
pm a mms advised eee wheat inet ‘sae met discuss {o> 
and plan the program against grievances and that rors people 
must be fcotten for their program. He stated thal te treatamt 
given to the nepro in Fashington, D. C., could be ciaracterized 
as "inhuman Hitlerite methods". He advised that the suggestions 
of those present should be pooled and that "we must find some 
way to live together, to have national unity", ani that ae meee , 
could be no unity of the negroes if they were beaten over, the- 
head with nightsticks. He reminded those present of the-rece” . 
riot in 1919 and advised that the race riot rumor passed around 
this Labor Day in Washington, D. C., was due to ''19 hisher class 
of white people to cause a disturtance. He gave as the reascn. 
for the killings of various negroes in the District the impreper 
law eniorcexent by the District of Columbia Police. He stated 
that from 1926 to 1935, there were from four to sl« negroes killed 
every year by the Police Departaent, and the totel number was © tee 
sixty-three to date and that not one police officer has ever been” fe es 
punished or found guilty by the Police Department ial: Board, * me” =e 
then asked the sudience present "if the negroes ere police baiters®, 
and then he reflected that Rev. JERNAOIN and Rev. + C. SUIT? held 
a meeting in 1953 and that 25,00) Petitions were si:iitted ad in 
the seer 19 IF) y tie Folice Departient took stock e:ino killings 
secre hed. TY then stated that the police are >t the mos: 
ei:Sicicnt peo ale in the world. b.aViS then reflected that the 
Concressma: cut the "heat" on the MWetropolitan Pclice Department 
when Congrcssman H-1 RT of Louisiana lost his wate); however, * = s3)°°S.." |. 
Cown in Louisians, there are no commandments for tc protection oe “Lt oon 
‘ef the negro people. He then told the mdiace tut they should - Hie? | 
try and make the police officers who are respons’. J« for the 
5! clling of yecro people to lose their jobs, and *iwt ihis wae the | 
vorst kind of place except "Hitler Germany". He ‘her reflected that 
Conerescman “i.N¥IN has stated that Washington necdec sore police 
officers md sore Marines to take care of the cri: siturtion in 
the Tis etet of Colurtie; however, D2. NOLAND of the ‘2s)ing*m 
Criminal Justice Association had advised DAVIS thit there had heen 
ny increase in crime over last year, DAVIS want'' to inw is the 
police oificers rere to articulato Conpressmm or hcpeleus negi'ces. 
Ile tien shouted, "Don't take no fw am answer. Fstcic law ind order. 
Brin: back Democracy", lie advisei the audience t'u:t ne warted 
the man who killed the C)3B trothers suspended fru: the Police 
Department, a rtatement to be sigied by each of fjcw2 
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»4,: @very day regarding the uhé ot Sibdia ton ton oon “tat ue 
- gext policeman who kills a negro should be tried ty a Civilian ep 
Board with negroes on it. End discriminatian under Civil 

Service and that no present police officer had |e promoted above 
the rank of a Sergeant due to race discrimination, and he demanded 
that a negro Captain take over Captain SULLIVAN'S Precinct Fo, 2, 
He advised that this would being back harmay and that it would be 
a "blow" against Hitleriem and a "blow" for Democracy, He stated... is... 
that they wanted fifty more negro police officers wio would share share. 1B Aes 
equally in the befits and that for two years at one tins the fz *. >’ a io . 
negro people and the Police Department had a hoveyzoon, however, ieee 
there would be no honeymoon with the present co rjitions existing. 
He advised that a nightstick never solved crime ani that it makes 
the citizens enemies of the Police Department; ‘thsrefore, he 
wanted 50,000 people to sign a petition which wo:li be passed 
ground the audience for them to obtain signatures thereon. DAVIS 
then advised that a March would be held next Suncay, September 14, -: " 
in which seven or eight thousand negroes would take place, pai ae 
cluding the various Elks' Bands to protest police trutality.". ete 
carry on this march they needed money and that vesocracy is ihe ” Li 
greatest capitol of the world and that they would sake Demccracy 
work in the Nation's Capitol. 


TLLKERSN then advised those present tlst the Citisens 
Conmivtee had gone to see Inspector KELLY who was "an honest cop* 
anid.that a conference was held a* which he, LOX: VILKERSON, and 
FEXTHA BLAIR were present. %ILAERSON. then introduced Inspector’ Se MEE + 
KELLY to the audience and KELLY mide the following statenen tos. carte” ee 


Regarding the COBS brothers, KELLY advises he war oD 
vacation at that time and that if the Citisms Ccrrittee wished -° 
to go further in the case, that they should fo ‘efore the District 
Attomey and ask that the case be heard. KELLY then acvisei that 
his future policy would be no discrimina tions as to justice, let - 
the "chips fall where they may"; that he favore? e ‘riel Bard 
with « third man from the outside, negro ao white cade no difference. 
He advised that plans called for fifty additiocul ntgroesa 1 the 
Police Departaent and that the rolice Department needed mois colored 
officers. KELLY then cited that he would not stnd for police 
brutality against negroes and stated that he hi aleaya fought 
their cause and that he would not hold the negroes in deta: tia 
unless a specific charge was iss‘ed against then, ond ag fu the 
demand of the Citizens Committee Against Brutality fcr c:m;'msatim 


against police murder victims, he les _ understand weir lecand 
and could yy oe ere a 


>- 


| WILKERSON then ‘atiatiend Rev, E. CG. ‘ITA, ‘pastor v & : 

of the Metropolitan Baptist Church, and Si TH stated: that those  ~” =" 
@eople who believed in segregation. should be told "to go to some. 
hot place", SMITH advised that the rookies om ‘he Police Depart- 
ment know nothing of psychology snd that all of "us" presmt are 
"a)) mad with HITLER and that we've got qmough of 4ITLER right 
here", He stated that down in Texas the negroer are mistreated 
and that we can't condone wrong and that we shoul all pass a: eGR ae Se - 
resolution that "people who don't take a definite stand shall not: ” Toe sa “ 
rest in peace". Ke advised that the people have to live with x.” MME 
their conscience and he "ain't afraid of nobody", 


‘ 


SMITH then started to carry out his purpose which was, 
namely, to obtain money and he told the audience presmt that he, 
"Sho 'nuff needed some money". Pe stated that he wanted $100.09 
in oe dollar bills and it was noted that ZUCKE/', KILKERSH, MILLER, | ae 
5 of ; f= ie » rts Sy 4. 
wen aS S $ 
< Ry es . 


| Various pledges were tha made fron the ~ ind . 
starting with half 


At this time, a quartet from the United Cafeteria Yorkers 
Alliance kept the audience amused with various nerro epiritrals. 


WILKERSON then introduced J. FINLEY WI! £7), Grand "xulted 
Ruler of the Negro Elks and WILSON advised that ie wae the leader 
of 100,000 negroes. He told the sudience that he did not went a 
reproduction of the 1919 race riot and that he wented the black 
men and black women defended as any others. He eteted that if 
“we can lend a lease to 'JO STAI™N and K STALIN will defen ve, | % 
then bring on JO STALIN", He stated ‘tat the Beare rks ore Bot pt ne 
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satisfied with the treatmnt thet is ai the negroes and tha tints". 
the audience should get behind JOHN P. DAVIS a:4 FILKERSON, #0 

that there would be new conditions in army carpr, no more 

Arkansas incidents and no more murders in Wasbingtzo. He ad- ~- 

vised that they should all go ort and tattle aiid defend America 

endmake it safe for the hlack and white under the "Stars end 

Stripes". TILSON was a very violent type of s,eaker, shouting 

at the top of his voice and made quite a show. He é@salt qi te § anes . 
_&@ bit on the reburial of FREDERICK DOUGLAS and stated that the ,.°s+4{%7 


negro people today mst be treated better than they are nor, ; ‘+: pone es 


FILKERSON then introduced JACK ZUCKE', who was the 

Chairman of tne Industrial Union Council Committee om Police 
Prutelity, and JAC!) ZCAUR advised the negroes t'w* there rere 
15,995 workers behind them and wiat the conditi»: in Washinzten 
todzy was "HITLiAISU" whether it was masked in the Fclice Depari- ry 
ment or the K.K.K. He stated that the Police Deperitment WOE Al 3% wit a 
against trade wions and demcoracy end that we are "100% for. t a hh ee 
National Defense", because *HITLERISN® means retire to dark.) %-." Sis. 
ages. ZUCKER reflected that labor is on the alert against’ -. =~” 
HITLER'S people here, mentionin:; the Poll Tax Serators who he 

mentioned are trying to sell America to HITLFR. Se stated the 

negroes will riw their lives to defend AMERICA, however, G.Fii 

“MARTIN and other profltcers refvree to give negr-es jods so that 

they cin help in National Defenre. ZUCKER then etated, "Those 

who discrininate and won't give jobs to negroes are Fif th FOO As 
Columists and thet is why the CIO is — on ) te fight for .. - aps 
iis "es wd en a 


? >. 
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: ZUCKLR then stated that gsome of Inspecta FILiY's 
promises were good; however, he did not believe ‘Jt enough 
negroes were to be given police jobs and that "J cernct be ritie- 
fied the way he, meaning ELLY, dodged une appointaent cf negro 
police". He stated that they must protest to th Coueissiaore 
and then to the President and that they must go «ct ani orge ize 


tnd have a Lig demonstration, ami that it is the cily wey we get 
and keep democracy. 


FILET RSON then introduced Mrs. RUSSELL © )iTI30N, of the 
Civil liberties Committee of the Negro Elks, and sy stated rbe 
ros not educated wmtil the FLXS educated her, an’ dict the prople 
present mst go out and get behind and mave democrac; what i’ 
should be. She stated that the lar for “ashingt on. tir enaci«' in 
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« Sagh ington and that ward mist get behina and ser Pee 
. ~ Searried out, and that “we have tacen all we are going to take", 
She reflected that CATUE, well known negro who js presently 
belne tried for several murders here in the District of Columbia’ 
and who killed a white woman, at which time Conress took action; 
however, she stated had it been a@ negro woman Con;ress wul- not 
have taken action as it did. She demanded that ths negro be. ers pain 
the same rights as the white people. ; veut is ee. a See ‘s 
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at this tine, » Petition was am to those Yin the’ 
audience who wished one and thir Petition called for ths lg 
of police trutality and was addressed to the Co7ris:loners and 
Police Department of tne Digtrict of Columbia. Tr Potitia 
demanded the following: 


-s . 


"1, Tnat Officer WESBEN, killer of the CO?8 others,  . oe 
be immediately muspended and naa for « Grend Sary"" we ite as 
Investigation. .--...-. = baat.) att. ple is Soe 


; BEN T) bate: “e 1+ SPaS Soa tF 93 . & H4%,, 


-~ a oper - a > 


That Major KELLY effectively deal wi th the problem 
of rolice Erutality; that a statement b° issued by 
Police Headquarters op the future policr cf the 
Police Department in rezard to Police Sr: tality; ani 
that the reading of the Police Manual, «' th respect to 
tne use of firearns, te read at each ch ye of malt 
in every Precinct statiom. 


. < ° 
My 
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That o eitisens' trial toard be createi to replace. the 
present discriminatory Police Trial Board, with power : 
fix adequate punishnm t. 


Tnat 50 Negro anppointaemts be made out of tle 185 new 
police appointments recently ordered for the District, 


end that @ Negro be apooiwted as Captuin of the Scand 
Precinct, 


Tnat the Police Departuent, in compliance w'.th Artiale 
Iv of the Constitution of the United 'ir'«n, prefer 
charges arainst all persons imnediate'y vva their 
arrest or cetention, and that these perama shall not 
be held indefinitely for ‘questiaing'. cr nolest'd in 
any way. 


6. Compensation for dspmdemts of all per tés 2 indie 
victims." 


It is to be noted that in setting out Ueno Petitions, 
@ new method was set up whereby cards were given to those re- 
ceiving Petition, so that the nuuber of the Petition could be 
written on the card and tumed back to the office) r ef the v's Stet i 
National Negro Congress so that they would be atile to obtain <~ id 
that Petition, The Petition read that it should be returned to 3's" 
the Citizens Committee Against Police Brutality; Icrever, thir © 
is just one of the various committees set up by the National 
Negro Congress to cause apitation among the nergrr cecple re- 
curcins the gucstion of alleged Police Brutalit . 


This Petition was obtained by the wri'e«r end is tring 


iorvarded to the Buresu for whatever disposition is desired oe A. 2 
same. ; a oo. a 
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At this stage of the sealion CURTIS VITCELL, repre- 
senting the Law Students Association of America, a colored in-~ 
dividual, mentioned previously in this resort a: tmritg quite a 
Lit is a> with fornation of plérs with the Polics Putality seot- 
ins, recd vuaricus resolutions which were alo riijlar line: an those 
sot out in tne mimeortrepicd announcemcnt entitle), "More Facts About 
Police irutality;", anc they were sddressed to Tl? fie:ddemt of the 
Unites Stetes. . 
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On leaving the sein: negro ushers dis tri buted fliers Ae 
announcing the Warch against Police Brutality to te hele September 
14, 1941, at 2:00 P.M., which parade is sponsore’ Ir, the Ci‘.isens 

. Committee Acainst Police Brutality. Mue to the icct thet this 
purade will be covered by a Agait of this offic», the cutline of 
the parade is being mintained in the files of tit “‘gshingta: Field 
Division s> thet appropriate investigation can ft ride, 


Also cteineg maintained in the files of ‘2 iaskingt on 


Ficl: Division is a mimeogruphed pamphlet entitl: i, "More Facts 
Atous folice Oritslity". 


Lrticles eppcering in the Washington dill: :owspap-rs 
of Sestenber €, 13941, which reported o1 the meet; did not con- 
vin any additional informetion tha: thiut set ou! i Vsiy re-cort, 
@aic the sane are being maintainc”’ u. tie tiles of tie ‘erbiacton 
bield Division. : ‘ 
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One copy of the *CALL®, pabl ished by the 
Citizens Committee Azainst Police fratality 
for a meeting to be held September j, 1Al. 
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One Petition entitled, "Police Brutaliw Cm 

mM Stopped", circularized by the Citisrens ee 
Committee Against Police ee 1 Ke EE oo 
September 7,194. °° | | pag $e ae: 
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One minesarenied cnettns entitled, ‘Yore oe ot: 
Facts About Police Brutality", issue’ i+ 
Citizens Committee Against i Police be telity. 
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TH! WRATHINGTON FIELD DOLVISION 


AT WASHINGTON, D, C, 


Will conduct a complete and thorough investigation Cw ei ~ tines) 
" Pegarding ‘the parade to be held on September 14,%' 5; re a 
1941, and Agent making this investization should... oh th age! 
refer to the mimeographed route of the raraie, 


wiich is maintained in the files of th. iasiinzton 
Field Division, 
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Hiavral Gurcanu of Inuestinatioiss 


United States Departinecnut of Justice 


Los Angeles, California 
September ll, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
washington, De. Co 


RE: NATIONAL NEGRO CONGPESS. 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C. 


Dear Sir: 


Representatives of the Los Angeles Council of the liational Negro 

Congress are directing letters to th ckheei Aircraft Corporation, 
Burbank, California, requesting information conceming the extent of Negro 
enployment at th2t particular plent. One of these letters, dated July 3, 
1941, listed CHARLES LE“ PEARL as Chairman of the Los Ingelas Council, address 
2510 Central Avenue, room 218, Los Anseles. Another headquarters address 
was given as 1158 East l2th Street, los Angeles, where telsphone numbers 
Richmond 6611 and PRospect 5757 were listed. This letter also listed FAY 
E>ALLEI: as President; JOHN E.“HARGROVE ‘as Vice-President; RJ3EiT S. 

™ ROBINSON as Executive Secretary; and ADELE R. ATQUNG .as Corres SPOREINE 
Secretar} and Treésurer. 


A second letter directed to the Lockheed Aircraft Corporation by 
the Los Angeles Council, deted August 7, 1941, reflectec < change of officers 
in the Los Angeles Council of the Betions. Necro Congress. res, ‘E. PEARL 
was indicated | as President; MARY AS TROY as Vice-Presiden:; 4. T. PATKICK as 
Executive Secretary; anc ALBERT/COLLINS: as Corresponding Secretary. ye Ge 
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DEST OV IRE TTIN a UivCl ASSIF Je 
beard ca ‘DAT SS asi 1 ee 


Director September l1, 13741 


RE: NATIONAL NEGRC CONGRESS. 
S jie 


Additional investigation will bs conducted relative to the Los 
Angeles Council of the National Negro Congress so that the identities of the 


officers wilt be known for the next Quarterly Survey on subversive organiza- 
tions. 


Very truly yours, 


ke 8 Bord 


R. B. “en 
Special Aggnt in Chargs. 


 Dii:GL3 
100-3464 


2cc = Assistant Director E. J. Comelley, 
New Yoric, New York. 

1 cc = San Francisco 

i cc = San Diego ; 
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Fational adap Qh Fess 
Internal Secu ity ~ B 


Ins>e “gen: 


Tho lact re-ort submitted in thie saso is dated Jerecer 17th - + rey 
amt sur aty::..h«a Se ‘artisr “allud te the les eet ot 11 bis 


rorort wiuic: is Selleved to be too imeciinite. kore 9°97''i\3 inkape 
ation si.ould ive beer eat out for further investigati:>. 


» oe 


Tie attentio: o1 the escent submi:ttin,: this re,ort Wiid te calle” 
to the unretis.acter, Jercral lesd en! eppropriate ste;r will be 7 


taken to ect cut constructive anc lociceal leads. The Lveaseury >, 7% 
investication will te concucted at the earliest possible mavent,::. 
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FEDLRAL BUREAU Or INVUSTIG,TION 


Office of Origin: Ew YORK CITY File No. 100-209 
oR 


Report Made At | Date Made Report lirde By 
a 29S 15 76, P 


| Sioux Falls, ©. D. 9/15/41 8, 12,17/21, o/o/.) ar — 
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jTi* les _Charact.r o: Case: 


i NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS INTER! AL S43URITY - 


— 


‘Synopsis of F : Instant organization not known to havc ever 
existed in Vermillion, Yankton, abcra:-en, 
! “ : Pierre, South Dakota, or in Wanpeton and 


| . . ’ > . - dod °" Si ae : 
. wa . Ye A ee < i uw . t%e , Ay Ms , 
ee ee Le 
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Valley City, North Dakota. 


; 


“— 


AREFERSCE® Report of Special cont 
| Siowx Falis, South uvekota, dated Jul; :$, isl. 


~“~-« 


‘DET..1LS: AT VERMILLIOU, SOUTER DixOT.. 


The following individ':21l5 were contacted by the writer, and 
thet the above-entitled o~yanizition docs net prescnt!y ex; 
never existed in Vermilli-: Ss 209 skotas: 


b7 cm 


9 
aT rc%TO"', SOUTH DakOTa 


Tne folloving individuals were likewise ccutrctcd, and ad~ 
vised ti.ot the above-entitled organizetion docs not crivertly e 
eres hes never crist in of Yankton, South 07««%73 


‘Apo. and Forwaricdge) Me vasa SAC __Do Hot write in T:-sc_Spac 
Cnr PPP ALED éf oe «£423 a ae 
40 pte “ns —s. cs 


: 2—Sioux 7: 
ua ee 6 Chuetritiul ah 


Te Ea Bee 


__DATEYI23/29_BYAL ASK/RAE ~~ 


“7. 3 —~—- © 


Bet, SOUTH DAKOTA 


b7 
On Februnry 6, 1941, Special sage: ontacted 
in 2. preliminary 
invcstiga eir knowledge instant orgini=- - 
ation docs not prcsently cxist and has never existed in Aterdeen, South 


Dikote. Additional investigation will be conducted at Aterdecn, South 
Dakota. 


aT waHPETON, NORTH DakOT' 


Or. February 12, 1 i: ont2cted bv 
ho advised tiat 
5 oreéanization h2s nevcr existed in this city. In view of the cirll 
Size of this torn, the above inquiry is decmed sufficient, and no fw'ther 
investigation is contemplated. 


SOUTH Ds KOTA 


(-. Jen 


Oo advised thet this organization has ncvcr existed in this 
city. aAdditionsl investigation is contemplated at Pierre, Scuth Dakota. 


ar Valo; Cll... ROPTH DAKOT: 


Pebpusyy_& ein) ice. ontacted 

~ho cavised that this 
organization is net known to be active in this city. additional investi- 
getion is‘contcmplated at Valley City, North Dakota. b7e 
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UDsVULOPLO LES 


THE SIQUXY fu. Lo FitLb OIVISI CN 


o 


al arwitNeck, PICRAL, and DiwJ).0O0OD, SOUVUIA DAKOL.A., as well as at 
JAbhoTO., VaLLir CITY, and DICKINSO!, ORTH DAXOTa, will conduct arpropri- 
cte ir.vestigation in these cities to determine if this ore2znization is 
ective theree If so, the following information should tc cev-lopca: Date, 
place, onc circumstances of origin; personal history of exch offic .r, local 
ano. nation.l; lists cf sponsors, aims, and purposes; prcgram; connections; 
romificetions; membursiip, nationally. 
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TITLE CHARACTER OF C/EE 


NATIONAL NuGRO CONGRESS INTERVAL SUCURITY (R) 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: N.N.C. organized in Cincinnati, Chie on .4: 
| 8-27-41 by MARJORY DOWERS, ‘white), a well 
known C.P. member. Meetings held at 7uUl 
is 9th St., Cincinnati, Ohio and moubers)ip 
estimated at 45 to 50 by al- 472 
though only approximately ave av tended 
to date. Membership list of 23 nenbers set 
out reflecting nine known C.P, members. 
President S. B. GROSS, represents the Cincinnati: --- 
Negro Chamber of Commerce; ROSCOE DAWSON, C.F.-. 
member represents National Office of N.N.C.3 * 
and CHARLEY THOMAS represents N.A.A.C.P. Aims: 
(1) Full rights for Negros under Defense In- 
dustries; (2) No Jim Crowism in ata, Navy or 
Government work; (3) Anti-Poll Tax: ‘4) Advo- — 
cates Anti -Lynching Bill; (5) Rewove ‘all fons * 
of economic, political and social oppression | 
against Negros. News released from liational ne 
Office of N.N.C. dated 81-41 set out work — 
Congressman VITTC MARCANTONIO on Ant. {-Discrimina- 
tion Bill. Release also indirectlv endorses - 
: : Soviet Russia and praises the book "Soviet ~~” 
DESTROYED | Power, also denounces Poll Tax, 2ni requests 


"3S APA 24 1964 LS a m AE INGDIS SATION CONTAINED 


af’ ' 5° 


go ae >. HEREIN IS! NCLASSIFIED: * 
ae \ 1X ae — td A 4 BY s/- eal 
REFERENCE: | Report of Special Agent Cated 5-12-41 . yon 
" | at Cincinnati, Ohio. pd a 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


SETAILS: AT CINCINNATI, OHIO 


e..:..: 
MARJORY DOWERS organized the Natio egro Vongress 


It is desired to note bt : er that as 
Y DOwunS 1s a well known and leading Communist in Cincinnati,.(™ a sli 
Ohio and is Captain of.the uptown branch, of the Commnist Parkya'v Sie ‘ay we 
She is also the leader and organizer of the Ladies Peace ‘Club, - 


oot 
Mat inl 
affiliated with the American Peace Mobilization, which formerly 
met at this same address. 


At tnis meeting ELIZABETH CRU JTER acted as 
Chairman, ETriL LEATHERU0D as Secretary, ALICE i-ZsADE as Vice 
President and MARJORY DOWERS as Secretary-Treasurer. oe, eee 
“3s Neh nf 
at g on ee 
it is desired to set “ -:**: oo eee 
of this organization as furnished * © °°: ="? 
to the writer by The following are the present 
officers: 


l re 


President 
Vice resident J=/ALICE MEADE -~ 
Secretary c JETHEL LEATHERWOOD -- 


ee ene DOWERS » 


Executive Board: Ss. Be GROSS - 
, | Sal SK. KENNEDY ~ L, : 
‘ BRON (Correct name SAMUEL -BROWN)~ 
“EL@:R JAMISON (Pho:etic)- _ . 
—MARJORY DOWERS (White) -- Ay. 
SETH-L LEATHERWOOD ° 
‘CLARENCE FLANDERS 
ATROUAS DOWERS: (White) - 
/ELIZABETH CROWDER 
ABANFORD COLES- (Correct Name Samel_D. 
. ¥Cole) but who also | 
goes under the name of 
SAIFURN COIES, 


Financial Committee: ; 
' . eat >; paar fem re 
, -AMARJORY DOWERS - eaeres FY : ae aad ‘% 
_. SUSLEWAMISON ~~ : arn 


. — 
? 
. e . _ 
a . 
‘ 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


Affiliation Committee: 


~ ELIZABETH “JUSTICE (phone ti; c) 
Civil Liberties Committee: 


~ ELIZABETH CRMIER 
‘ELIZABETH USTICE ' 


Education Committees-. > - rer. oto te, wee em MA yeas “a7 


+ ria Si 
"> e wy a « 


Pn hs rue ( (Phone tie) ES rox, ee 
Elain JAMISON * ” 
LRS. SUSIE JViISO! (Phonetic 


Labor Committee: 


~- MARJORY DOWERS 
CLARENCE FLANDERS 


—* 


a? 


Meetings of the organization are held at 701 W. 9th -- 
Street, second floor front, each Wednesday until four meetings 
have been held. Subsequently the meetings of the organizaticn 
as a Whole will be held only on each Thursday at the same 
address. The bxecutive Board will meet weekly at this addre-s. 


Hiowever, the day was unknown, The strength of the crganization 
as announced in the first meeting is 47 2 
to 50, however, at the two meetings of. the organization held . 


to es not over 25 have been present. . camera tee 


reeting of the | 


N.N.C., 8 following individuals were 
‘ resent as observed ot 


It was pointed ou ED the organiza- 
tions represented at this meeting were: The Ladies Feace Club, 
affiliated with the American Peace Mobilization; Workers Alliance; : 
Communist Party; National Association for the Advancement of 


Colored People; Cincinnati Negro Chamber of Commerce; and various 


4 ee: * « 
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* church groups, whose identity were unknown to Informant. 


At the beginning of this meeting ©. B. GROSS 
asked the group for the history of the Nation-1 Negro. Congress 
to be read. He stated he wanted to know what were the chief 
aims of the organization. 


ETHEL LEATHERWCOD then read the entire Maney 


of the National Negro Congress and the aims of it. ‘Its aims: 
were set out as: 


1. Full rights for the Negro people in the Defense Program 
With no discrimination or segregation, 


2e iso Jim Crowism in the grmy or Navy or in any branch of 
Government work, 


-_ 


Remove all of Poll Tax requirements. | 


Passage of the Anti-lynching Bill. 


Removal of all forms of economic, political and social 
oppressions azainst the Negro people. 


however, mentioned that prior to the discussion 
€ alms of the NeN.C., MANJORY DOWERS announced that for 
any grou to become affiliate? with the N.N.C. they would have 


to pay a total of $25.00. She advised that it wes the in- 
tention of the 4adies Peace Club, was 
dominated by DOWERS, tobecome affiliate 1 UNE WelteCe, 


but that to date they had only raised $2.00 of the £25.00. 


e meeting Was 
Spened by S. 3. CROSS, who had been elected Presicer 


: S pre PqguUre a ne © pe eli waS 10rF ail 21.0% 
stand and say the Lords eager . The minutes of the ey 
meeting were read and approved. The President then asked — 


~ NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


| fS. pee ate = #, 
. for reports of committees. - : “The asians of ‘the Yinaneial ®- f = ea . 
Committee was made by MARJORY TOWERS. She advised that they “~~ '* 
had sent 7.50 to the National Office for the charter for 

the local organization. The other members of this committee 


as announced were: SUSIE JANMISOi and CRAIT. 


The £ffiliatian Comnittee, of which ELIZABETH 

JUSTICE is a member, -had no report; the Civil Idberties con-"* tye hve nad 
posed of ELIZABETH CROWDER, ETHEL LEATHERWOOD and BLIZABETH 1! PSaee ai Mee 
JUSTICE — no report; the "Education Committee, composed of *'-n°2"+ te. are. 

KA'C; “LVER JAMISON and SUSIE JAMISON advised that 
their sailed sda had met and decided that they 91'0 wait 
for literature and leaflets from the National Cffice before 
proceeding with any program. 


The Labor Committee, composed of oie WJORY DOWERS . 5 ua 
and CLARENCE FIANIERS had no or MF td4, > he Ba 


@* 1 
- o,, % . ae 


? t @s * \ if" 


The Church eae: composed of AJICE ‘MEATE and ©" af eH Ried 
LETHA BESTAR had no report. | : 


it was announced at the meeting that the following 
letters had been sent by the NeN.C. A letter was written to 
E. Kahn and Sons, Meat Packing Company, Cincinnati, Ohio, stating 

that the National Negro Congress of Hamilton Ccunty, Ohio 

Was not going to stand for discrimination of any kind in their." + <, “ble 
plant against the Negros. The company answered this letter - Aad ver” + 
advising that the Secretary, ETHEL LEATHERWOOD, who had written’ . 
the original letter, had been mis-informed as to any discrimina-. 
tion existing at their plant and they invited her end other 
members of the National Negro Congress to come to the plant 
and talk with i:AX SCHUMAN of that company with reference tc any 
discrimination that they thought existed. 


A letter was written to the main cffice of the 
National Negro Congress advising the organizaticn ef the 


Cincinnati Chapter of the National Negro Concrenos, and sencing 
$7.50 for the Charter. 


A letter was written to the President of the 
United States, thanking him for his aid to Ethoria. 


Discussion was then had with reierence to sending 
out letters over the signature of the National lecro _—?: 
and it was approved that MARJORY DOWERS, as Corresponding 
Secretary, could write such letters. . ; 
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» 3 , we: * <. » 
ee i ae 
S. B. GROSS pooner ow ‘that the various ccunittess™ st Satan ; 
of the National Negro Congress be more active in the future, | 
It was announced by the President that there weuld be four 
meetincs weekly of the organization as a whole. He said that ° 
after this there would only be a monthly meeting of the 
organization as a whole on the first Thursday of each month 
at 6:00 P,i', at 7OlL We. 9th Street. He further advised that 
the Executive Board of the N.N.C. would meet weekly, *-*""" 


s 7° ‘ 


bad Sy y > F 
ee ee 
‘ ‘ re . . 


An announcement Was cate ‘of the menbership* of * 
the Sxecutive Board which is as follows: 


. < 4 “a 8 J, . } > - wd 
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~~ Sear 


Se B. GROSS 

JACK KEINNEDY 

SAM BROWN -.——-_ 
ELUER JAMISON 
KARJORY DOWERS 
ETHsL LEATHERWOOD - 
CLARENCE FLANDERS 
THOMAS DOWERS 
ELIZABETH CROWDER 
SANFORD COLES 
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there was passed out by ETHEL LZATHERLVOD, Release 

dated 8-l1-41 from the National Office bf the National Negro Cioe 
Congress, 717 Florida Avepue, N,W., Washington, V. C. ane 
Release set out that MAX} sident 5_JQhl. Aaer DAVIS 

is Secretary; U. SIPS urer s JULIUS ee nm 


is Financial Secretary; anu GEOXLE B RPHY, JR, is“ Atminis- 
trative Secretary. 


Without setting out in detail the ccntents of 
this release, it is desired to point out the follorirg items 
of interest. Uncer the heading "Committee to liesume Hearings 
on karcantonio inti-Jim Crow Bill”, there is set out: 


"Following a conference with Representative FiiaNCIS WALTER, 
Chairman of the House Judiciary Sub-Committee, which re- 
cently conducted hearings on his Anti-Discrimineticn Bill, 
Conzressman VITO MARCANTONIO announced today *het the 
Comittee Chairman hzs agreed to resume the hearings in 
crder to allow further testimony to be presented." 
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* ate the siseeie "British ‘ioc Veesage 
to American People "Ifagnificent Voice" in Defense of Negro 
Freedom, Says National Negro Congress" there is set out: 


"The Negro people will recognize in the words cf this 

great Churchman a magnificent voice that expresses what they _. 
themselves feel, namely, that only with our country's united hacia a3 ua 
support of the British, Soviet, Ethiopian and Chinese. peopies,. ae va 
can Hitler slavery be wiped out andfull ‘freedom won‘for +=: 

the ivegro people throughout the world." 


‘Thus did officials of the National Negro Consress praise 
the message sent to the American people by the Very 
Reverend Hewlett Johnson, Dean of England's faned Canter- 
bury Cathedral, and author of the American best seller, _. 
"The Soviet Power." The message appears as the foreword «: 

to a special abridged edition of the book, a million“... 
copies of which were published last week by the Inter- - oo 
national Publishers, of New York. 


"Sirm in his belief that the Soviets will sec the Nazi 
- army back to Germany ‘reeling, broken and defested', the 
noted Churchman says in his message: 


"If they do, then a new and better chapter in the .-- 
history of the human race opens. For Russia stands’ 
for all that is progressive; for justice and 
equality between classes and races; for the end- 

png of exploitation between man and ran; for a 
juster and nobler economic and social order, 


That is why she has been so hated. That is why 
Hitler now attacks her," 


Uncer the heading "Vicious Poll Tax Laws Force 
Fifty Million Citizens Below ‘Sea Level’ of Decent health", there 


is set out an attack against existance of Poll Tax. Under the 
heading "Voters Urged to 'Fut Heat' on Their Congressmen to 
Bring The Anti-lynching Bill up for House Vote", there is set 


out an appeal to put the heat on the Congressmen to support 
the Anti-Llynchiry Bill. 


Under the heading "Effective Aid to Soviets and 
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4 , a “a “#° att. ag t: 4 :; 
. Great Britain Means Abolition of liegro Oppression, Says ’- 3 fit dee 


> 2 od « 


. NNC Officials in Radio Broadcast®, there is set outs -. Scud ni P aN ee 


"Only by eliminating all forms of economic, 

political and social oppression against the Negro, can ° 

America provide the united strength for full aid to 

Great Britain, and the Soviet Union ‘to insure the 

defeat of Adolph Hitler’, local officials of the | 

National Negro Congress told @ nation-wide radio°*” to Se: toc aspen ; 


— here Tuesday evening, July 290 (Philadelphia, . Ff ia “i ve: "At 
Pa. bats 


"Speakers on the program which was broadcast. over 
the Columbia Network were: Mise GOLDLy fi: ‘VIN, President 
of the Philadelphia NNC Council; Dr. F. N«SSSELL, 
Chairman of the Jobs Campaign Committee 3 Ht SSRLL) 
SRG ATSON, a National Representative of the Marine” 
“Sad Shipbui ding Workers of America (CIO); and ies. 


- OP wee. a“ ; 
an ~ -_< , 


CATHURINYNcCABE, Secretary of the Jobs omittes.® - Md ge 


It is desired to note by the writer thet of the | 
membership set out herein, of the National Negro ‘ongress, 
the following have previously been reported to this offices 
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Of the above aentioned the following ar? presently on” eke We 
the custodial detention list of the Cincinnati UEISOC8 i A Bk 


és 


A separate investigation will be conducted by the 
Cincinnati Field Division upon the remaining members of the ..., 
National Negro Congress for custodial detention ruvrposes. 


-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS . 


idl . ad 


THE CINCINNATI FIELD DIVISION 


- 
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HK At Wilberforce, Ohio 


Will conduct a discreet investigation of 
and o ascertain if they are connecte 
wit heir present attitude tewards 9 © ..=7° a:- 
this government. In the event this investigation reveals that Hage a 
these men are not comected with the Commmnist Party, will dis- , 
crectly interview them regarding the National Necro Congress. 
Jf either or both are interviewed and show a willirsness to 
“live inforzation they should be fully questioned regarding the 
backcround of the National hegro Congress, its leeders, purposes, 
membership, and activities. All literature availsble regarding 
this organization should be secured, ee : 


a 


~ . {At Cincinnati, Ohio 


— 


37C 


* _\iill maintain contact 
Lo keep up with the activities of subject organi- 


zation and to uefinitely establish the extent of its present : 
activity. ill ascertain the background of all leaders*of the = 7-4. 
National Negro Congress. | cacti *-cophgs ; Beet 


Ps « 
~ 
a a > os 7 a a; a. 
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| Will set out the background of 
leaders in the National Negro Z r4 4 
neress, aS instruc in eau teletype dated 12-17-40, 


“AY 


Will conduct a simlar investigation regarding 
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Report of Special Agent 


dated July 10, 1941 at Richmond, saat 54 é 


AT ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 


ot 
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yiai® 


stated that she 


Ee 


me 


ormation that there was e National 
Congress organized and active in Roanoke, Virginia. 


stated that when it started it could nct meet 
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vEos wb - 7 
R:  g6C.0 wvi.l 0 


its financial obligations, and that some outsiders cane in 
and now it is financially sete 


» & 


a pre» 
Rites sie ene belieesd'e eocld 
secure more information regarding instant organization and 
on the receipt of such it would be furnished to the 
Field Division. 
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THE RICHMOND OFFICE 


AT ROANOKE, VIRGINIA ee eee oar: chit eerie a 
ee #4 54 Fes 


% | Will make a discreet pe into the Soren es 
reputation and cha 


Will determine the purposes, officers, rvier, 
membership, meetings, and all other pertinent in- 


formation relating to instant ——— in 
Roanoke, Virginia. 


— eee nto the backrr- 
reputation, and character of 


afe DORKS , virg la, -$ ge) . s OSLerine wnat 
part this individual is playing in the activity 


and organization of the National Negro Congress 
in Roanoke, Virginia. 
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Subject organization not in existence in ticlreeksa. 
No Nebraska Government employees are members. 
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Bureau teletype to all ‘Special Agente, in Charge, - [ra fncegses He - 
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‘Reference ery made eae of Special Agert Bae 


—— dated January 9, 1941, at Omrha, 
n which it appears thet Subject organization has 
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no branches in Nebraska. Files of the Om-hn Office 
do not indicate that eny Covernment employeee in 
Nebraska have ever been affiliated with Subject .. 
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‘EFERENCES : Report of Special Agent 


at Oklahoma City, February 15, 1941. Bureau 
teletype dated July 28, 1941. 


YETAILS ; In the report of Special Agen inated February 
15, 1941, at Oklahona City, it was stated that an investicaticn et Tulsa, Oke 
lahoma disolosed that the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS had a local organisation .- | 
there headed by. Professor WOODS and Professor HUGHES, both of rion are negro.’ | 
teachers at the Tulsa public sohools. This report further stetes that the 
investigation there disclosed that the organization had been holding mectings 


for more bs two years g~nd its primary purpose was to improve the condition 
of the local negro. Also in this report of Snecial Arent wae in- 
formation to the effect thatthe 
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/4f Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ~ 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


[2 Deleted under exemption(s) LL) A 7) ) with no segregabic 


material available for release to you. 


[_} Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
[_] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[_} Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies). 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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INTERNAL SECURITY , : 
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Refer e to the report of Special é ? 
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copies for New York City, the. office of origin. 
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There is being enclosed with the copies of 
this letter designated for New York City, two copies of. 
the report of Acont (NM referred to above. 


Yours very truly, 
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